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Presidents Burble…. 

 

  Welcome to the Winter Blurb as the club puts the wraps on 2018 and a year filled 

with activities, losses and a few changes and we prepare for 2019 with new and inter-

esting events – plus the 110th anniversary of Morgan Motor Car Company. 

  Our monthly meetings were well attended with an average of 24 Morganeers turning 

out for each meeting – 10 meetings were at the faithful old Queens Head Pub on 

Brant Street in beautiful downtown Burlington.  March we moved up Guelph Line to 

Wundeba – a small family owned restaurant – that may not look like much from the 

front, but the food, service and back room are fantastic – we had 29 people squeeze 

into the room for a wonderful lunch.  The December Christmas Party/Annual General 

meeting was at Gabby and my home and we had 39 people attend – I think it is safe 

to say a good time was had by all – and there was ample food, apologies to those who 

had leftovers to take home, next party we will have to arrive with no lunches, ready to 

clear the plates and platters. 

  A quick recap of the year’s events – April 7th was our shop tour and chin wag at the Beers shop in Bolton – 

we had 38 people out for this favorite event which we wrapped up with a great lunch at the Wishbone restau-

rant.  Kudos to Donna and Jenny as they managed to make sure that Martin & Steve were able to join the 

group so we could all dine together.  April 22nd we had a club table at the Ancaster British Flea Market and 

30 members popped by eager with anticipation of the coming driving season.  Thanks to Ray & Liz, Dave & 

Pauline and Ray Shier – for helping to look after the table.  It was the second year in a row that Ancaster was 

not freezing cold with howling winds – maybe there really is global warming? 

  May was a regal month with the Royal Run to Legendary Motors on the 19th – same day as Harry & Me-

gan’s nuptials – oh yes and a big footie game.  Norm & Lydia organized the visit complete with Lydia’s 

homemade royal cookies.  We had 14 people out but only 2 Morgans – Norm’s +8 and the editorial +4 – it 

was such a foggy day when I pulled out of Burlington I did not feel safe in the tin top let alone the Morgan.  

After looking at the cars we headed up to the Terra Cotta Inn for lunch – a favorite old haunt of the 

MSCCoC.  May 27th we were off to Clonmel Castle in Port Dover for High Tea in the garden. It was a 

scorcher of a day and we had 24 people and 9 Morgans on show.  Not sure why Clonmel is called a castle as 

I saw no moat, no knights in shining armor or a dragon.  It is a lovely big old house with a nice view and 

thanks to Ray & Liz and Phil & Wendy Miller for organizing. 

  June 16th was the club picnic at Alan & Kathy’s and 32 people, 11 Morgans and 1 Aston Martin arrived for 

a lovely sunny warm day in the garden.  Marlies & Heather were troopers as a carb issue slowed their jour-

ney and it took 3.5 hours vs. the 1 hour.  A quick choke tech session got them home in good time. Brian and 

Jean Lee former MSCC UK Chairman joined us for the picnic and were amazed at the Canadian Morgans.   

  July 5th the Morgans showed up to the Headwaters hill climb and we had 20 members and 9 Morgans out - 

6 of which went up the gravel hill.  Alan went up the hill in the Allard with Larry – just as Larry had prom-

ised.  Marlies and family put on a wonderful BBQ lunch for a huge crowd back at Piper Hill Farm – most of 

us got home before the big black clouds opened – always trust a pilot when they say it will rain. Next up in 

July was the MG Rallye on the 7th that Terry Brown had the club invited to – we only managed Terry and 

David Farmer out with Morgans to this fun rallye – and we will try again next year – I once won this event 

in my Spitfire…yup that hurt the MG Folk.  Then July 8th we headed to Cambridge to run along the Grand 

River to Paris and then back up the other side of the river – 19 people, 8 Morgans, 1 MGA and 2 tin tops for 

this fun day. It was sunny and hot – stinky humid hot – ahh remember those days?  Thanks to Bryan Tripp 

and Christian Wall for a good days outing. 

  September 9th Colin had us assemble at the Great War Flying Museum in Brampton and on this cold fall 

day we had 9 Morgans and 11 people out for a wonderful morning of good food, interesting aircraft and a 

nice social.  Then British car Day on September 16th had us possibly set a new Morgan record as 36 Morgans 

took to the field and about 52 people from our club were there.  Mark September 15th 2019 in your calendar 

as we celebrate 110 years of Morgan with a stunning Morgan display at British Car Day and 2 Morgan clas-

ses.  Thanks to Norm Hendrycks for putting his Plus 8 in the feature row and having it be on the 1st place 

awards – which, fittingly, Norm won 1st in class and it was his first time at British Car Day. 

Glen Donaldson 
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  October 26th was the Thornbury weekend – and we tried to organize a last minute weekend getaway - 

who would have known that we would have one of the coldest wettest Octobers on record?  Thanks to 

John & Sharon Roden and Mike & Gillian Arkless for organizing this for the 14 people that attended. 

Kudos to Mary & Ray Shier for taking the 4/4 and being the lone Morgan in Thornburrrrry. 

  Please consider helping out with an event in 2019 as it is now we need to get the planning done. 

Monthly meetings will be the first Sunday at the Queens Head Pub at Noon – March we will move again 

due to the Chilly Half Marathon and the town being overrun by people in spandex running gear…. Keith 

Powell and Cynthia Struthers have very kindly offered to host the 2019 Christmas Party and AGM at 

their home in Mississauga – thanks Keith & Cynthia.  We will try again to meet our 416 and Eastern 

members with a lunch or at an event – maybe Brits on the Lake, Brits in the Park, and of course the MG 

Rallye. We are in the early stages of planning a Morgan weekend in Midland August 9th to 11th to see 

the Tall Ships and a Morgan weekend in Burlington September 13th to 15th for 110 years of Morgan and 

it just happens to be British Car Day – so we will have some drives and dinners before the big show. We 

would use the Holiday inn Burlington again at $116 or $125 per night (standard Queen or business 

King). 

  In this issue of the Blurb you will also find a membership form – two reasons for this 1) if you have 

not yet paid your 2019 dues please send them along to Brian Hawkins, cheque or e-transfer or cash at 

meetings. 2) We are looking at publishing a list of members for members to use as a reference – but we 

would need each member to agree to have their name and city and Morgan and e-mail or phone printed 

– so if members agree and send in the form we can make a listing.  Please send this page into Brian 

Hawkins e-mail hawkinsb@sympatico.ca or mail to the membership address. 

  Time for me to wrap up and say thanks for a great 2018 with the club – it was a sad year in that we had 

to say goodbye to Peter McCowan, Alan Sands and Jim Haw – all lifelong Morgan men and longtime 

club members who will be missed by all that knew them and our thoughts are with their families as we 

approach the Holiday season.  2018 also marked the end of an era for Morgan cars in Canada as Martin 

& Steve  Beer sold the shop that Reg & Audrey built in Bolton and they begin to transition to the next 

phase of life.  Luckily the old shop phone number will still find the Beer brothers so they can likely help 

with Morgan parts and supplies. 

  Best wishes for the Christmas and Holiday season and may 2019 be a healthy and happy year as we 

look forward to celebrating 110 years of Morgan. 

Glen 
 

 
Central Canada Morgan Events 

 
  April 21  Ancaster British Car Flea Market  
  May   ? 
  June   ? 
  July   ? 
  August  9-11  Tall Ships, Midland 
  September 15  British Car Day, Bronte Park 
  October  ? 
  December 2  AGM/Christmas Party 

 
Don’t forget - Monthly Club meetings, first Sunday of every month,  

Queens Head, Burlington, 12-2 

 
Check for updates and other events of interest and maps to the events on our web site at: 
http://morgansportscarclubofcanada.com/events.php 
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 2018 Club Awards 

 

 

At the Christmas party we awarded the two prestigious club awards – The Audrey Beer award is named 

in honor of the late Audrey Beer – who became active in the club in the early 1970’s when her husband 

Reg rebuilt a 1956 +4 Morgan for her every day transport.  Audrey served as club president throughout 

the 1980’s and played a major part in keeping the club active and engaging.  This award is given to a 

club member who has gone above and beyond to help the club in the past few years with events and ac-

tivities.  This year we were please to give the Audrey Beer award to Bryan Tripp (of Drophead Coupe 

fame) for his work on the club’s Facebook page (make sure you look up the club on Facebook) and for 

his hard work organizing the 2017 Brewery Tour and the 2018 Cambridge to Paris to Langdon Hall run 

plus his enthusiasm for Morgans and getting out and meeting other Morgan owners.   

The Doug Price award is a once in a lifetime award that has been awarded most years since it was estab-

lished in 1991 when it was awarded to Audrey Beer.  This is named in honor of the late Doug Price who 

was one of the club’s founding members along with Alan Sands, Ian Campbell and Ken Miles.  Doug 

was the longtime editor of the club newsletter and an owner of a rare 4 seater Drophead Coupe – he also 

coined the phrase SnobMog.  A semi-fictious international society for Morgan 4 seater Drophead Coupe 

owners – just try and find one of the coffee cups these days.  This award is presented to a club member 

who has gone above and beyond to help with and promote Morgan club activities for several years.  It is 

with great pleasure to award the 2018 Doug Price Award to Marlies Sands, a person who continues to 

amaze us with her vitality and determination to get out and have fun with people and the Morgan and 

other cars. No matter the weather Marlies will be there with the +4 in the heat or the cold or the damp 

and for the years of hosting events at Piper Hill Farm and Marlies participation and enthusiasm for the 

club are outstanding – congratulations Marlies and Bryan. 
 

 

New members 
 

 

We welcome the two new latest members – Holger Peterson from Edmonton Alberta with his yellow 

Morgan…..also rumored to be a Jazzman.  And from the east coast we would like to welcome Rick 

Swain and Wendy Grant who have just finished the restoration of a lovely red and black +4 – picture 

John & Sharon Fitchie’s red and black +4 and you will see a twin.  
 

 

Morgan Model Gurus….. 
 

 

New for 2019 are the Morgan Model Gurus – basically members that other members can reach out to 

and ask a question or for some advice on their Morgan. 

 

 Series 1 4/4 Flat Rad  – Colin Bray cjbray@es.utoronto.ca 416-698-0336 

 4/4   –  Ray Shier mnrshier@gmail.com 905-877-1427 

 +4   – John Fitchie jfitchie@sympatico.ca 905-772-5571 

 +4   – Colin Bray cjbray@es.utoronto.ca 416-698-0336 

 3 Wheeler Twins   Dave Smith dg.smith@bell.net 905-934-4491 

 +8    – your name could go here – volunteer needed?????? 
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  This issue wraps up the 

season’s events, official 

club events and others, 

reminisces with Alan 

Sands and Martin Beer, 

and educates us with H. F. 

S. Morgan’s first patent. 

  As Glen mentions in his 

’Burble’, the Membership 

Form has changed to get 

permission from you to 

publish some data in a 

Membership List to distrib-

ute to all the members of 

the club.  When you fill out the form for renewal 

circle Yes for those items you wish to see pub-

lished and No for those you wish to keep private. 

Editor’s Message 

 

Dave Farmer 

Letters to the Editor 

 .Thank you Dave, for preparing a full and interesting 

Blurb! 

It was a very enjoyable read! 

 

Bob Leask 

 

… (later)... 

 

I should have said: "It was a very enjoyable 'view' and 

read"; because the many photos were great! 

 

Bob 

 

(All thanks to you, the readers and contributors. ed) 

 

 

Dear Dave, 

 

Thanks for the Canadian Summer 2018 edition. 

 

Among all the articles, we especially liked the article " A 

1954 +4 Lost and Found again" (page 7-9) 

Are there any objections if we place this article in our 

Dutch Morgan Magazine "FataMorgana" (December 

2018)? 

 

Kind regards, 

 

John Lamme 

 

... 

 

Hi Dave, John, 

 

Yes, Liz is willing to have the story published and is 

happy to hear the interest in the story.   

 

Bryan 

 

 

Quiz 

 
So how many Morganistes does it take to remove the spare wheel from a 

Drophead?  (see pg. 5 ) 



MORGAN SPORTS CAR CLUB OF CANADA 

6 

 

 

Marlie Sands sent me Alan’s notes for the speech he gave at the 50th anniversary gala at the Canadian Warplane 

Heritage Museum.  (ed.) 

 

I thought I’d tell some tales from the early days. 

Morgans were cheap and that is why people bought them. Who would have thought they’d grow into what they are 

today and have such an enthusiastic following. 

Then there was Doug Price who’s efforts on creating the Blurb brought everyone together. It became the 

‘Estimable Blurb’ and after his death ‘The Priceless Blurb’.  Doug was not a mechanic. His Drophead was so 

poorly maintained that when picking up his new date the mother was curious as to the noise and looked out the 

window to see Doug getting out of his car and remove his complete exhaust system, from the flex back, from the 

passenger side of his car and leave it at the edge of the driveway, thus make room for his new first and last date. 

Another time he started his car by the solenoid under the hood and forgot that he left it in gear. He ended up chas-

ing it down the street. 

The early 70’s saw the start of the annual Pipers Hill Pig Roast which continued until the year 2000 at which time 

we decided it was time for the younger generation to take over. The Beer’s in their effort to outdo the event offered 

Alan Sands Speaks 
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to BBQ a steer. Arriving at the Beer’s emporium in Bolton we found a $ 19.99 Canadian Tire Special barbeque 

with a full size plastic steer (borrowed from a local truck dealer) straddling it. 

A few memorable happening from the Pig Roast: 

Luciano and Lilliana with their beautiful Flatrad, nicknamed the ‘living room special’ because it was always im-

maculate. They arrived with their new baby in a basket, named Melissa, who has now been a practicing lawyer for 

many years and has her own family.  

That’s how time flies. 

One long weekend the Pig Roast was opened up to those who wanted to bring a tent and camp over. It ended up 

being a 3-day weekend. 

Another time the two tone ‘black and rust’ died near the entrance to the farm and was towed in with the lawn trac-

tor to be worked on by all the experts on hand. 

Then there was the White Water Rafting weekend where the Morgan owners filled two rafts. I can remember Sha-

ron Rhoden with her arthritis having difficulty to grip the handles, linking instead arms with members on either 

side and staying in the raft for the most challenging rapids while Doug, having just recovered from a brain tumor 

surgery, was sat in the middle and protected.  I myself was up front with Viking horns and goggles that had battery 

operated windshield wipers. 

Who remembers Brian Ruhmor with all his gadgets and his collection of pipes with spark arrester lids? 

And of course there were the Niagara Falls weekends where we joined forces with some of the US Morgan owners. 

There usually was a very early spirited drive along the Niagara Parkway for those few who were able to get up ear-

ly enough. After all that was the morning after the banquet and there were some hangovers being nursed. Often I 

had the J2X there and Nancy Turnbull begged to ride with me. We were moving along at a very good clip when an 

oil line blew and sprayed us both with hot oil. Nancy was ecstatic – she really felt she was in the Mille Miglia.  She 

later got into racing herself. 

Martin always did an admirable job to MC the event and I am not elaborating on the bee sting incident that pre-

vented him from doing so one year. 

One of the weekends ended in heavy rain. Reg had come in the Rolls, Audrey in her Morgan and us in the J2X. 

Audrey refused a comfy and dry ride home and opted to drive in all that rain, as we did, top down. It was raining so 

hard that we had gone over the Garden City Skyway without realizing that we had been on it. 

It looks like seven attending to the spare. 
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Brits on the Lake  
 

The annual 'Brits on the Lake' event took place in Port Perry on 19th August this year.  Incredible weather, sun-

shine but not too hot for a change.  This is the fourth time I've attended and I noticed the number of cars was great-

ly reduced in comparison to previous years - I missed the 2017 event.   

 

However, there were four Morgans present and they took all three positions in Class S2 which was for all types of 

Open Top cars that didn't fall into the other categories like MGs, Triumphs, Jaguars, Minis, Austin Healey's etc. 1st 

prize went to Luc Chagren's 1959 4 seater Plus 4 which he drove all the way, the day before, from Gatineau, Que-

bec. 2nd prize went to Arthur Beatty's 1957 Plus 4 which he rebuilt after that dreadful freak of nature  in 2015 

when a gigantic tree on his property rearranged the bodywork!  Can you believe yours truly was awarded 3rd 

prize! I think it was the patina or the well worn and repaired bonnet belt that beat out Terry Brown's far better con-

dition car to 3rd place.  

Events 
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However, how the 1936 1 1/2 litre Riley Lynx wasn't placed I cannot understand at all. I suppose the people who 

attended somehow identify with the Morgan marque. Less  common cars present were the black 1948 MG Arnolt 

Coupe which I first saw at the old venue of the Ancaster British Car Flea Market some years ago, a lovely Marcos 

GT and a very nice mid grey coloured MGA Coupe. 

Colin Bray 
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Lake Erie Run 

 

John Fitchie sent out an impromptu invitation to several of us retired folk, to meet at his house in Canfield and go 

on a drive along the shores of Lake Erie to Port Dover.  He got six guest Morgans parking on his back lawn; the 

Caratins’, the Rodens’, the Shiers’, the Stevens’, the Lytles’, and mine.  After taking a look at Colin’s ‘37 4/4 and 

having a snack on the veranda  we took off on the tour with the Fitchies in the lead.   

We reached the lake via Dunnville and hugged the shore as we drove west.  This road looks like it was laid out 

following a cow path, very little of it could be called straight, meaning it’s an excellent Morgan road. 

In Port Dover we drove through the yacht club to reach Rob and Brenda Varey’s place on the shore of the river.  

Rob had recently gotten a ’56 Morgan back on the road.  He used to race in a Morgan and tried to track that car 

down but could not locate it.  But 

the one he did buy is visible in the 

back ground of some pictures of his 

racing Morgan.  So if he couldn’t 

buy the one he raced, he bought the 

one he raced against.  

To finish the trip we took a straight-

er run back to Dunnville and dinner. 

D.F. 
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Great War Flying Museum  

 

 

Just wanted to thank Colin for organizing the display at the Great War Flying Museum - a fun and interesting Sun-

day. And also to thank the club members for coming out and braving the cool weather in their Morgans. I counted 

9 Morgans and also Scott Barrie - saving his Morgan drive for British Car Day..... 

 

We had 3 1970 4/4's on show - Hendrik Ren's in black, John Roden's maroon and beige and Paul Phillips white 

4/4. Then for +4s we had Dave Farmer's green 1959, John Fitchie's red & black 1960, Colin & Barbra's yellow 

1961 and Marlies in the chrome yellow 1968 4 seater and Norm's red & black 1969 +8 and our green 1985 +8. I 

had a great run home on the back-roads and when I did get to the QEW at Bronte and jumped on until Walkers line 

it was moving at speed.....amazing. 

 

Glen 
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British Car Day 
 

 

Sunday September 16 was a wonderful day, if a little warm and dusty.  I thought it had cooled off after dinner and 

went out to rinse off the Morgans....I was wrong still humid - but at least I got most of the dust washed away. 

Pretty sure there were 36 Morgans on show - "some say" that may be a record?  Un-official count from a good 

source at the Triumph club is 1,006 entered show vehicles - so cars bikes and Land Rovers... 

I think the heat had a few of us heading out earlier than norm - I know we were done when we left before 1 - dogs 

slept all afternoon.   

Glen 
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Rockton British Flea Market 
 

 

Sunday October 14th and the age old question…is it worth the drive to Rockton to see what is happening at the flea 

market? Yes was my answer as it was an excuse to get the +8 out and go for a run along Hwy’s 5 & 8 and take in 

the odd roundabout in the process. True it was a bit chilly at 5c and I did delay leaving until 10 am thinking that 

the heat of the day would arrive and the sun might pop out.  Dressed for winter with ski jacket, hat and gloves and 

away we went – a few strange looks from other drivers on the 403 as I motored along top down – warmed by their 

admiring glances and thumbs up. 

Enjoying 2nd and 3rd gears as we motored out of the roundabout at Hwy 5 & 8 and giving the +8 a wee bit of welly 

– I got a glimpse of Keith Powell heading home in his A-M tin-top – lovely day for a drive and I would later learn 

that when Keith pushed back from Mississauga it had been raining so no Morgan.  Arrived safely at Rockton at 11 

am and found the usual suspects lingering around the British cars in the lot. A small but social gathering and only 

1 other Morgan there – Ron Lohr with his 4/4 from the Waterloo area – but a few interesting old cars to admire. 

Best of show had to be Gary McCourt’s freshly finished Willy’s Jeep – never have I seen a straighter panel on a 

Jeep.  I paid my entry and went inside to see what was on offer and a short while later I was back outside armed 

only with a new Spitfire parts book from Fred & Laura at British Auto Sport – there was a noticeable decline in the 

number of vendors both inside and outside. Why is it that the spring Ancaster Flea Market is huge and this fall 

event so small and shrinking – might be the British Car Day field event that steals all the fall goodies? 

I took the scenic route home and stayed on Hwy 5 until Waterdown so we could wind our way down the twisties 

of Waterdown Rd. and King Rd. – then burbled through the south end of B-Town along by the lake and home in 

time for a warm toasty lunch.  Of course after lunch the sun came out in a blaze of glory – so I had to make hay 

while the sun shone and got the 4/4 out for some exercise – equal time for equal pleasures. Hope Rockton makes 

another event next year – as it is  a fun drive and it beats the heck out of raking leaves…….. 

Glen 
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Thornbury 
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The Tale of the Lonely Morgan  
 

MOG 404 was so ready and excited about its long anticipated journey to Thornbury for the last weekend in Octo-

ber to meet up with his other long time friends that he hadn’t seen for a long time. But when he arrived at the Roy-

al Harbour Resort....to his shock and disappointment......he couldn’t find his friends anywhere along the bay. He 

asked their parents where they were and they all said,  ”Oh! The weather forecast didn’t look good with cold, rain 

and maybe even snow so we decided to leave them in their warm garages.”  MOG 404 was very sad but he was a 

long way from Limehouse at that point so he decided to make the best of the situation. His owners reassured him 

that they would dress warmly in their finest winter gear from head to toe and not worry about the many possible 

drafts. Father Ray made sure that the tiny heating system was working to warm Mother Mary’s feet. After dining at 

the Dam Pub in downtown Thornbury....we slept well on Friday night with the little car just below its parent’s win-

dows. 

Saturday morning was a bit of a shocker as it was cold, windy and rainy bordering on sleet! The group was very 

lucky to have another MOG owner from Thornbury to guide us through the expansive Beaver Valley. Mike and 

Gillian Arkless arrived in their bright red Porsche to rouse the troops for the day’s expedition. As the weather 

worsened...the other owners expressed concerned about the health and welfare of MOG404 and his parents. After a 

delay in departure our trusty leaders decided to take the plunge and just do it. The Porsche lead the way followed 

by a variety of tin tops followed by the little green Morgan. With the heater on, plus warm clothes and boots plus 

towels for the windscreen + the tiny wipers waving back and forth ever so slowly......we were very comforta-

ble...like bugs in a rug...to the point where we did not require a lap top (car robe for the younger people). The drive 

through the west side of the valley provided the entire spectrum of autumn from bare trees to trees in full colour to 

evergreens touched ever so lightly with snow. The valley main roads were smooth, curvy and hilly.....perfect for 

Morgans. MOG 404 was happy.....even though he was alone. 

Hot bread, chili, salad and scrumptious apple pie were enjoyed by all at the pub in Barrhead just west of Markdale. 

A cozy wood fire added to the ambience of our own 

space in the sun porch overlooking the mill race. We 

then headed back to the RHR via the east side of the 

valley with deep appreciation to our leaders for making 

the time to lead us as they were preparing to leave for 

Down Under 2 days later. 

Saturday night we walked to dinner and had excellent 

service, food and entertainment in a package deal. The 

owner of the Corner Bar was ready to show off his cui-

sine expertise and people skills to make the whole ex-

perience most entertaining. 

Another weather front moved in on Saturday night 

bringing with it rain and a bit more snow. After a 

pumpkin spice latté  and pumpkin muffin at the Thorn-

bury Bakery Café ....we packed up all our stuff into 

MOG404 and headed south where more snow had fall-

en. However we carried on with our tiny heater and 

warm clothing and made it home safe and sound. After 

a hose down MOG 404 was driven into the garage 

where he will stay for the winter but looking forward to 

meeting his other Morgan friends next spring. 

THE END. 

ps - many thanks to John and Sharon Roden for making 

this event happen and cheers to John and Sharon Fitch-

ie for use of their hospitality room; the Birtwhistles 

who joined us from Northern Ontario; Brian Hawkins 

and Ann for their conversation; Anne and Gil Caratin 

from Dundas and Florida and the Brays who arrived 

from Scarborough via Pearson International Airport. 

 

Mary Shier 
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 AGM / Christmas Party 
 

The morning drizzle on December 2nd, having washed away the road salt, moved off by noon leaving ideal Mor-

gan driving conditions.  But only one responded... Glen covered the important details in his ‘Burble’.  (D.F.) 
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(From Dan Bereskin ) 
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The Three Wheeler’s Trip South.  
 

 

In May 2018, Mark Braunstein (MOGSouth) sent an e-mail to Steve letting him know that there is a pos-

sibility that there will be a Morgan 3-Wheeler Class in the 17th Annual Hilton Head Island Concours 

d’Elegance & Motoring Festival (HHIC) in South Carolina during the end of October and early Novem-

ber 2018. Almost instantly Steve sent one back saying he would love to be there. What else would be 

happening around there then? Savannah Georgia isn’t far from Hilton Head Island and the weekend be-

fore the Concours, the Savannah Speed Classic would be on. The Friday and Saturday before the Con-

cours would have the Flights and Fancy Aeroport Gala and the Aero Expo (Wings and Wheels) and The 

Car Club Showcase. Some of you may remember that Steve used to race his 1967 Morgan Super Sport 

in Vintage Historic Racing, so we had to go.  Off went the paperwork with an application to HHIC with 

photos letting them know what we have. The summer was quiet. (Well, except for knowing that the 

CMC would be finishing/moving at the end of the fall, and there were things to do). By August, Steve 

heard back from HHIC while we were in New York with family and at that point Martin & Steve, Don-

na and I had decided that sometime in October and/or November would be holiday week or two after the 

move. By now, I guess we knew where and when our holiday would be. Mark had put a list together of 

different 3-Wheeler models through the years, with people from the US and Canada and just before our 

trip, Mark sent the listing of people and their vehicles. We were looking forward to seeing everyone with 

their 10 3-Wheelers.  

1923 Grand Prix – Bob Barclay, Ottawa, ON, – One other Canadian couple, but unfortunately he was 

not able to bring his car to South Carolina. It would have been neat for everyone to see what is likely the 

oldest running Morgan here in North America. 

1930 Anzani Beetleback Super Sports 2SP – John Stanley, DeLand, FL  

1932 J.A.P. Beetleback Super Sports – Pete Olson, Atlanta GA  

1934 Matchless OHV MX4 Beetleback Super Sports – Mark Braunstein, Sanford FL, Previously Al 

Moss’ (founder of Moss Motors) Race Car 

1934 Ford Engined ‘F4’ 4 Seater – Gene Spainhour, Hickory NC  

1935 Matchless Side Valve MX Sports – Fred Veenschoten, Pensacola FL 

1936 Matchless OHV MX4 Barrelback Super Sports – Rick Frazee, Winter Park FL 

1937 J.A.P. Barrelback Super Sports – Steve Beer, Caledon East, ON 

1938 Ford Engined F Type Racer – Fred Sisson, Nashville, IN  

1947 Ford Engined ‘F Super’ F Type – Dave Childress, Crozier VA  

 

While we were thinking about the trip, we realized that we could take one of our motorcycles in the 

trailer. We were talking to some of our friends, letting them know that we had been invited to the Con-

cours and they told us that they would be golfing there just as we would be leaving. The fellow Morgan 

owners decided to change their dates and would be there just before the weekend. Another motorcycle 

for Trevor and Diane Davies went in the trailer as well. We knew that it would take 2 days to get there 

and off we went. 

The second day was foggy, cool and poured for a while until after lunch and by 3:30pm it had turned up 

to 22 degrees and the rain had pretty much stopped, and by Hilton Head Island it was now warm and 26 

degrees. Steve had reserved a spot near the airport where the trailer could stay and we could get to the 

trailer whenever we needed, and we left the trailer at the Self Storage and we found the hotel. There are 

many places to eat and shop and it was hard to decide where to get our first dinner.  

The next day it was Savannah Speed Classic for us. We walked around and watched some of the races, 

then walked around the pit area. Saw a Morgan…remembered that we have seen that car before…

sometime even racing…then saw the name on it. We certainly remembered him and his wife, Dave and 

Marilyn Bondon. It was lunch time and we found them, we chatted away, talked about things years ago 

and what is going on now. Many of you will remember the family at the Mogs (many of them), and it 
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was great to see the two of them again. For the afternoon we continued to watch the races and Dave rac-

ing. Steve certainly enjoyed the day.  

We decided what to do for the rest of the week until the Festival weekend and when Trevor and Diane 

were arriving. The Speed Classic was on the weekend before Halloween and there were parties and 

events around Savannah and many people were in costumes and at the restaurants and the city was busy. 

Back to Hilton Head Island and off to the trailer. We cleaned up the Harley and parts of the 3-Wheeler. 

Although Steve and others had cleaned the vehicle before we left and it did look beautiful, the weather, 

condensation and change in temperature while travelling, it didn’t look the same now.  

Along with his brother Martin, Steve deserved some time off after those busy months ending their shop 

in Bolton ON. We rode on the Harley, walked and sat on a beach on the Atlantic Ocean, off to Beaufort, 

saw dolphins on the Intercoastal Waterway, saw signs saying ‘not to feed alligators’, Fort Howell – iron 

sculptures showing soldiers during the Civil War, no fort – just trail and signs, Coastal Discovery Muse-

um, – nature, plants, art sculptures, Sea Life Maritime Centre, met up with another Canadian friend Ste-

ve Sherriff and his wife Bev for a bit. Hudson’s Seafood House and Sea Eagle Market for oysters, Sea-

food baskets etc., all things we can live with. On Halloween day, Trevor & Diane arrived around 5:30 

and we found a place not that busy with Halloween things and we laughed and learned and thought of 

things to do tomorrow and back to Savannah with Trevor and Diane on the bikes. We had a tour on a 

trolley and walked around, ate, bought things and it was dark when we got back to the hotel.  

The week was almost done and with Trevor and Diane we cleaned up the 3-Wheeler, then off to the Hil-

ton Head Island Airport for Flight & Fancy (Vintage airplanes paired with Concours cars from the same 

era) showing our and the Childress’ 3-Wheelers along with a ‘43 Tiger Moth and a 2009 Team Rocket. 

Several planes arrived while we were setting up by “our” planes and we got to see the B24 Liberator and 

P51 Mustang arrive and land not far from the two Morgans.  

The Flight & Fancy became Aero Expo on Saturday, for the masses to see the different planes and vehi-

cles, and we got to see and walk through a new Gulfstream. It was great to see many people walk 
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through and ask questions and learn from the owners of the planes and vehicles about different transpor-

tation that they didn’t know about. After the Expo had finished for the day, we drove the 3-Wheeler to 

the Concours area for the next day. Off we went, cleaned up and then off to a restaurant for a noggin, 

and meal with the other 3-Wheeler owners and more Morgan people. Great day.  

 

About 500 vehicles were involved in the Concours d’Elegance & Motoring Festival, and we talked to 

people that Steve and I had met at Cobble Beach, a Canadian Concours d’Elegance near Owen Sound 

and it was nice to see the people and their vehicles again. While we were having lunch one of our 

friends let us know that there was a ribbon on our car. A blue one. 
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A few other Canadian owners (Brad & Kathy Marsland, Steve Plunkett) and their vehicles were invited 

to the Concours and they received Awards too. The show was great but sadly it started raining again half 

way through the afternoon. The Best of Show was 1931 Stutz DV32 Convertible Victoria owned by Jo-

seph and Margie Cassini, and the People’s Choice was a 1929 Ford Model A Station Wagon (along with 

a matching Woody trailer and canoe) owned by Thomas and Donna Fitzgerald and many interesting ve-

hicles received awards.  The Morgan’s class for 3-Wheelers: Best in Class to Steve Beer, Super Sports, 

Palmetto Award to Dave Childress, F Super and Palmetto Award to Gene Spainhour F4.  A special Mor-

gan Award, the Graeme Addie Morgan Innovation Award was presented to Mark Braunstein, MX4 SS. 

Harry Gambill received the Best in Class Award for his 1951 Plus 4 DHC for the class Sports Cars – 

English, 1.6L & larger. It was wonderful to see that many Morgans with awards.  At the end of the 

event, Steve drove the 3-Wheeler back to the Self Storage property in the pouring rain and after the car 

was back safely in the trailer we went to dinner with the Morgan group again. It was great to see all of 

them and it’s not often that we see each other from both countries and with that many 3 wheelers.   
 

Sadly when Monday morning it was time to leave the area and our friends (old and new). Pick up the 

trailer and drive again for two days. Raining and getting colder as we went, wind warnings around Penn-

sylvania, New York and Ontario. We were home, around 7 degrees here and 30 degrees in Hilton Head 

Island that day. 

The 18th Annual for Hilton Head Island Concours d’Elegance, October 25 to November 3 2019. 

Cobble Beach Concours d’Elegance September 14-15 2019, just north of Owen Sound, ON. 

Jenny Beer 
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Memories, History & Emotions.  
29 Nov. 2018.  

 

   A dram (OK maybe a bit more) was poured at our shop in Bolton. It was the final day of many. I was 15 when we relocated from Eto-

bicoke to Bolton. Within 3 weeks another Birthday passed & drivers licence was in hand. I guess we were Country Folk now. There 

weren't close neighbours, nearest store was at least half a mile away. 

Dad's semi retirement was here. The location ticked all the boxes as 

they say. Well some of them. Two acres of land, three trees, a bunga-

low and an unfinished block construction horse barn. Before long the 

dirt floor barn was transformed into a small vintage car restoration 

shop. Two staff members had followed Dad in his new venture & 

Steve had completed school and was ready to pick up a wrench. Be-

fore long the shop size more than doubled. The two staff members 

decided Bolton was just way to far a drive & Winter roads in Caledon 

were not friendly. People suggested that no one would drive all the 

way to Bolton for restoration work, oh well. Trees where planted, a 

chicken run constructed, a large Veg garden planted. We are Country 

folk! A wreck purchased prior to leaving Toronto was to be the week-

end joy ride.  

   Mum owned the remains of a crashed 1956 Morgan +4. And so it 

started. We heard of a Morgan meet in Pocono Pa. We can do that! 

Fenders found in a barn outside Oshawa area, a dealer located in 

Windsor, many hours later the +4 was once again on the road. A cou-

ple of weeks after completion the journey to Pocono started. Didn't 

get far, Kingston was the un scheduled stop with a bad water pump. 

In those days camping was the accommodation on these excursions, 

mosquitoes & black flies in abundance. A Coke can shim was fitted 

to the pump & we set off the next morning. MOG IV in 1974. The 

trophy for best early +4 is proudly displayed in the office today. Mog 

meets became an annual event for the Beer Family, joined by many 

good friends found in this new lifestyle as it were.  

   In 1983 Chris Charles was working hard to get Morgan cars accept-

ed by Transport Canada. Chris, Steve & Dad, with guidance from US 

engineering friends, accomplished the task. Morgans were available 

in Canada once more. In 1986 Chris managed to obtain 6 new Mor-

gans at once. The Morgan Marque was alive & well in Canada. The 

picture is taken when all six cars where in Bolton for bumpers, door, 

beams, lights etc. etc. 1987 the wayward Son joined the Family busi-

ness (that's me). The progression was smooth & seamless. Yah right.  

   Dad finally retired for the 6th time. The Morgan franchise was ac-

quired in 1990 & life continued in Bolton. A focus on Classic car 

restoration along with vintage racing work and newer vehicle mainte-

nance added to the mix. Of course the roots where not forgotten, 

throw in the odd horse drawn wagon here & there. It seems like a few 

weeks ago that we started this challenge/adventure. Hard to imagine I 

joined the Family business 31 years ago. Alas the time arrived that 

Steve & I thought retirement may be in the near future. Can't do that. 

We still enjoy the challenge & people we've encountered over the 

many years. Do a Semi retirement, maybe? Not a bad idea. Maybe 

Dad had a good idea.  

   Present day, 2018. Wake up, pour a coffee, walk out to office & 

check weather, news, Emails. No drive to work, hmmm. Dad did 

have something after all! We are looking forward to a quieter life-

style of part time work mixed with hopefully completing some of our 

own projects. Morgan parts will still be available.  

Phone number is the same,  (905) 857-3210 

New email is cmcmogrbc@gmail.com. 

Martin Beer 
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Morgan Sports Car Club of Canada 
Membership Renewal / Application 

($35.00 Annual Dues payable January 1st each year) 

 

        Publish on Membership List 

Name: ___________________________________________ Yes No 

Spouse/Significant Other: ____________________________ Yes No 

Address: __________________________________________  

City/Province: ______________________________________  City only Yes No 

Postal Code: ________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address: _____________________________________ Yes No 

Phone: ______________________ Cell or Home or Business Yes     No  

Morgan(s) owned: 

Model: __________ Year: __________ C#: __________  Model only Yes No 

Colour (s): ____________________________________ 

Model: __________ Year: __________ C#: __________  Model only Yes No 

Colour (s): ____________________________________ 
INFORMATION SUPPLIED IS FOR CLUB USE ONLY (PRINTED MEMBERSHIP LIST TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO MEMBERS ON-

LY) BY NOT SIGNING YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED. 

I (we) agree and consent to the collection, use and disclosure of the above information by the Morgan Sports Car Club of Canada for the 

purposes of managing the affairs of the Club in an effective and business-like manner. By circling Yes or No you can choose what if any of 

your membership information is to be published on a Membership List for use by Members only to aid in the use and enjoyment of the hob-

by of Morgan sports cars. 

 

Date  SIGNATURE    Date  SIGNATURE 

Mail completed application along with a cheque payable to ‘Morgan Sports Car Club of Canada’ 

Morgan Sports Car Club of Canada 940 Hedge Drive, Mississauga, ON L4Y-1G1 


