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 Prez Sez 
On a recent trip to London, I 

found a copy of the Savile 

Row Style Magazine in the 

hotel room.  Those who know 

me will suspect that this is not 

part of my regular reading 

schedule.  But this copy had a 

hook ... A photo of a Morgan 

on the cover. 

  

Venturing inside I found an 

article which began with "This 

small sporty marque is the au-

tomobile equivalent of a Savile 

Row suit.  It is completely be-

spoke, made by hand to the 

specifications of each customer, and is entirely British." 

  

It continued with a profile of a new London based Mor-

gan dealer Anthony Burrall, a summary of the models, 

the infinite colour choice, the range of upholstery and 

wood finish options and concluded with ""No two mod-

els are exactly the same", said Burrall, "because they are 

made by hand and with all the options available, it 

means each customer gets a unique car ... "" 

  

So, an even bigger conundrum for those of you involved 

in restoration.  Do you restore the car as it was, as you 

would like it to be, or as it would have been if you had 

been the person ordering it originally? 

  

Happy Morganeering in 2015 ... Alan 
Alan Lytle 

Hibernating Morgans 
 

Gabby’s 4/4 here and Alan’s and your editor’s cars on the cover 
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 This is a lighter issue of the 

Blurb than usual because of 

some computer troubles. I do 

my regular email and brows-

ing in a Linux partition which 

had an update.  I installed it, 

but it would not work with 

my seven year old video card 

so I reinstalled the previous 

version.  That operation 

wiped my files and I never 

did get in the habit of making 

back-ups.  

 

 My daughter held out some 

hope for me as she has a 

friend in Ottawa who’s job is recovering computer data 

(even if the owner doesn’t want the data recovered).  

My problem should have been simple for him.  But, he 

couldn’t get my hard drive to run on his machine.  Well, 

it runs OK back in mine, and the Windows partition is 

OK so I have the software and templates to build the 

Blurb.  But several articles and pictures and emails that 

were supposed to get used got wiped off my Linux par-

tition.  If you sent me something and do not see it in this 

issue, please send it again. 

 

On the first Monday of March I saw my first robins, 

about six very grumpy looking birds shivering in a bush 

near the local library.  But the next day the temperature 

shot up to 0.8 degrees Celsius.  The first time it broke 

above freezing since mid January.  And this week it is 

all sun and above freezing, finally a break from the cold.  

Those hibernating Morgans will soon be waking up. 

 

 The year’s events are shaping up.  Keep an eye on the 

Events page in our web site.  I’ll be adding in the events 

now I have my computer back together. 

 

Dave  

Editor’s Message 

 

Dave Farmer 

Letters to the Editor 

  

I got some but lost them with my computer trouble... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Canada Morgan Events 
 

 
  
  Mar. 28   Shop Tour at the Beer’s 
  Apr. 19   Ancaster Flea Market 
  May  9   Mystery Run with the Jaguar Club 
  May  23  Go East!  
  June  ??  ??? 
  July  ?   Annual Picnic 
  Aug.  14-16  Prince Edward County & Boot n Bonnet B.C.D. 
  Sep. 20   British Car Day @ Bronte Park 
  Oct. 4   Toy Run in Milton  

 
Don’t forget - Monthly Club meetings, first Sunday of every month,  

Queens Head, Burlington, 12-2 

 
Check for updates and other events of interest and maps to the events on our web site at: 
http://morgansportscarclubofcanada.com/events.php 
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Thank you to all the members who have paid 
their 2015 dues in December and January – 
as of my writing in early March we have 42 of 
our 71 members renewed – and Postman Pat 
may have filled the letterbox with a few more 
envelopes once I get home tonight. As you 
renew you should be getting an e-mail from 
me (a.k.a. spitfiremorgan44@gmail.com) 
thanking you for renewing and letting you 
know that the cheque will be deposited shortly 
as we try and minimize bank fees by waiting 
until we have a few cheques to be deposited. 

Welcome to Craig Fitchie who joined the club 

at the March meeting and is the proud owner 

of a 1960 Morgan Drophead Coupe that is un-

dergoing a restoration at the Canfield School 

of Morgan Revival. Craig and John are hard at 

work on the car and looking forward to the day 

when the +4 has some company on the twisty 

roads around Hamilton. Congratulations to Bri-

an and Brenda Morgan who are the winners of 

the January renewal draw – prize to follow at 

the April meeting or Ancaster Flea Market. 

I am also asking members to update their Mor-

gan information so that the club has a current 

listing of Morgans by year, colour, model and 

even chassis number (which can be found on 

your insurance or ownership to save you 

crawling around the garage looking for a 

stamped chassis number). I thought it would 

be interesting or fun to maybe list how many 

different models we have once the database is 

updated. All of this will be anonymous as 

names and addresses shall never be released 

etc. Who knows maybe all of the Ford CVH 

engine Morgans shall gather or the Fiat twin 

cams shall add their Italian flare to a meeting 

and see if we can outnumber the +4’s. It has 

been interesting hearing about the different 

cars that are in the club and the work people 

are doing. With any luck we should be able to 

add a few more members and see more cars 

out and about at club events or on drives. 

I would also like to try and add a year that 

members joined the club so that we can 

acknowledge membership anniversaries of 5 

years 10 years etc. Looking ahead to 2017 we 

will have some 50 year members who should 

be recognized and this is a good way to en-

sure we have everyone on file. I have been in 

“another” British car club for 29 years (yes I 

joined when I was in my “Pram”) and have yet 

to see any encouragement to the members to 

stay involved and engaged in their club which 

really seems a shame as we get addicted to 

these wee cars then seek comfort and excus-

es for using and enjoying the cars through club 

activities. 

Please also join me in thanking Cathy Allen for 

the fantastic job she has done over the last 5 

years looking after the club membership and 

treasurers duties – it will be a tough act to fol-

low. I have been given the bank book and 

spreadsheets in perfect condition so I shall do 

my very best to keep things running smoothly 

– Thanks Cathy. 

Please feel free to phone, e-mail, write or 

catch me at a meeting etc. if you have any 

questions about your membership in the Club 

and if you know of any long lost members or 

Morgan owners we need to try and convince to 

join the club – I am only too happy to send 

them some information. There must be some 

old forgotten Morgan’s lurking in garages or 

stored away just needing people to lift the cov-

er have a seat in the car and dream about a 

top down drive on a smooth twisty road. 

Thanks and remember mail those cheques in 

to: (cheque must be payable to the club) 

Morgan Sportscar Club of Canada and mail 

them to C/O Glen Donaldson 

145 Breckondale Court, Burlington Ontario 

L7N-1X6……. 

Membership Moments 

mailto:spitfiremorgan44@gmail.com
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Dan’s 1986 Morgan Plus 4  

Adventure 

 

 

It started innocently enough.  One day during the summer of 2013, Rhoda brought 

home a copy of Hills of Headwaters, a magazine dealing with news in and around Duf-

ferin County, Ontario of which the principal town is Orangeville.  The cover showed a 

procession of British sports cars led by a yellow 1967 Morgan Plus 4, owned by Alan 

and Marlies Sands.   
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The magazine contained an interesting article concerning a ride organized by Headwa-

ters British Car Club. It turns out that Alan, a former racer, has an interesting collection 

of sports cars that includes a 1955 Morgan as well as the 1967 Plus 4. 

 

The cover reminded me of my university days, when I lusted after a Morgan but could 

only afford a very sorry 1952 MG TD, that I drove from Ottawa to Saskatoon in Sep-

tember 1959.  The TD had bad tires, no windshield wipers, no rear lights, no heater, 

and no side curtains. A friend of mine and I drove the car basically non-stop. The MG 

burned through a quart of oil every 100 miles, and was so cold that I had to huddle 

close to the dash in order to capture a faint whiff of warm air emanating from the en-

gine compartment.  The starter failed, so my solution was not to turn off the engine ex-

cept when refueling.  Fortunately the car was easy to start with a crank, or a gentle 

push.  But I digress. 

 

I started looking for a Morgan in North America and made contact with a couple of peo-

ple, but the cars in general were older than I would have liked and in a couple of cases 

needed a fair bit of work.  US cars tended to be in short supply and expensive.  So, I 

turned my attention to the UK, and found a car that could be imported under the exist-

ing Federal and Ontario regulations without the risk of costly modifications to the ex-

haust system to meet Ontario Drive Clean regulations.  At the time, that meant looking 

for cars made earlier than 1988.  

I was on the phone with a dealer in Liverpool and about to reach agreement on the 

price when Rhoda interjected “No Right Hand Drive!!!”  Quickly adding the cost of a 

divorce to the cost of the car, I then turned my attention to the Continent, and quickly 

found my LHD 1986 Plus 4 then being sold on consignment by a Morgan specialist car 

repair shop near Amsterdam.  After a couple of telephone conversations with the ven-

dor, who seemed very straight-forward, and after an inspection by local Morgan enthu-

siast Herman Pol, I agreed to purchase the car, sight unseen by myself.  The only work 

I asked to be done on the car was replacement of the rear leaf springs. 
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Arrangements for transport were made with a Toronto-based shipping company, Wil-

liam L. Rutherford Limited, who made arrangements for shipping the car from a port 

near Amsterdam to Toronto.  They did all the paper work, and all arrangements worked 

out quite smoothly.  The car reached Montréal in good time, there it languished for over 

a week until I intervened with a supervisor at Canada Revenue who then promptly ar-

ranged for inspection.  Finding no drugs, they released the car. 

Finally the car arrived in October to the Rutherford warehouse near Pearson Airport.  I 

had made arrangements with Martin Beer that I would drive the car to his shop in Bol-

ton, there to be inspected for licensing purposes, fluids replaced, etc.   

 

Rhoda and I then drove to the Rutherford warehouse where I first set eyes on my Mog.  

It didn’t disappoint.  The body was in good shape for its years, wire wheels, wooden 

dash, Momo steering wheel, good leather, etc. etc. and for the most part original paint, 

“Porsche Alpine White”, which the factory had confirmed was the colour specified by 

the original buyer, a German.  The engine started instantly and full of excitement I 

drove it around to the side of the building and parked it up a slight incline. 

 

After finishing the paperwork, I started the car and then attempted unsuccessfully to put 

it in reverse.  After trying every trick I knew, I finally called Martin, who told me he didn’t 

have experience with the Fiat transmission-I had tried everything he had thought of, 

without success.  So, I told Rhoda to proceed, I would push the Mog down the little in-

cline and would not worry about getting it into reverse.  After receiving her expected 

response that this was too reckless even for me, but seeing my determination, we took 

off.  We arrived at a railway crossing and I took advantage of the delay to do something 

that Rhoda knows is untypical of me, to look at the Operating Manual.  Then I discov-

ered that the gearshift knob had been replaced with a knob that gave the wrong gear-

shift pattern.  Who knew?  The manual showed the right pattern, and so thereafter I 

was able to reverse without any problem. 

 

We arrived uneventfully at the Beer garage and soon received the necessary papers 

for registration of the car in Ontario.  That was done at the licensing office in Bolton.  
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The clerk was a bit taken aback by the VIN number, F7098, but after a quick call to HQ, 

he was reassured this was an OK number, so I procured the license. 

 

The car has been a real joy to own.  We have a place in the country, about 5 km east 

and south of Shelburne.  Our house has a large garage, easily able to accommodate 

two cars, so winter storage of the Mog has not been a problem. 

 

Before I bought the car, my research indicated that the Fiat engine, a 2 liter DOHC fuel 

injected engine, 122 B.H.P. had been used by Morgan for only about a year and a half, 

until a Rover engine became available for the Plus 4 line.  My impression is that the Fiat 

engine was viewed with suspicion in the U.K. because hardly any cars using this engine 

were ever imported into the UK or sold in the UK.  I have a suspicion, not based on fact, 

that the Italian origin of the engine did not improve its perception in the UK.  At any rate, 

I found that hundreds of thousands of cars with the same or substantially the same en-

gine had been imported into the USA and Canada, so I was confident that replacement 

parts for both the engine and the transmission would not be a problem. 

 

The engine has proved to be excellent, starts instantly even in extremely cold weather 

(e.g. -15º C.) and is quick, responsive, and strong.  The only issue I’ve had is that the 

temperature gauge stopped functioning shortly after I started driving the car, and when I 

finally got around to having the sending unit replaced, I discovered that after the engine 

gets quite hot, the temperature on occasion would suddenly rise to alarming levels.  The 

culprit is that the electric fan is intermittent.  Why, is a mystery, but the simple and 

cheap solution is to install a switch under the dashboard, to enable the fan to be turned 

on and off manually. I did that last fall and the system works perfectly. The tires that 

were fitted to my Mog looked fine, but the date code showed that they were 8 years old, 

so I replaced them with new rubber.  So far, all is well.   

 

Here’s a shot of my Mog, which now is resting until the weather improves.  
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Dan Bereskin 
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  Ticking the new Morgan 
Three Wheeler box. 
 
A little loud, a tad snug and very engaging 
is how I would describe my recent ride and 
drive in one of the new Morgan Three 
Wheelers – ohh and a whole lot of fun! 
Gabby and I were in Arizona in January 
and, while Gabby and my sister in-law 
were there to see the sights and run the 
half marathon, my brother and I tagged 
along for the sights and to offer our ser-
vices as critical race support crew. It just 
so happened that it was also car auction 
week in Scottsdale so we could check out 
an auction. The friends we were visiting 
had a lovely home in Scottsdale plus a 
new Morgan Three Wheeler in the garage.  
The weather was a lot warmer, too. I even 
put up with all things “Rouge” to get a flight 
to Phoenix and really the cramped quar-
ters on those flights were good practice for 
getting into the Three Wheeler - the Mor-

gan actually has more leg room than a 
Rouge flight. 
The car we drove belongs to David Smith 
– another David Smith owning a Morgan 
three wheeler although this one is a 2012 
model painted sport grey with tan leather 
interior and orange stripes.  David is a life-
long petrol head having owned MGA’s 
from his teens.  He is currently working on 
an Allard and a 1930’s Chrysler here in 
Canada while his winter southern ride is 
the Morgan. It has the S&S V-Twin 1989cc 
engine that puts out about 82 Hp and 
140Nm of torque.  Once you get settled in 
and fire up the mighty twin, you soon real-
ize that the quoted 0 to 60 mph time of 
about six seconds and a top speed of 115 
mph would be both attainable and very ex-
citing in a car weighing only 1155lbs. 
Getting into the car is like any Morgan as it 
requires a little bit of practice. But here you 
have no door to swing open. Rather, one 
places a hand on the rollover loop, raises 
a leg and steps in hoping to calmly slide 
into position in a smooth singular motion. 
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 Yes, you could unclip the steering wheel 
but really there was lots of room to get my 
nearly 6’ self-lowered into position. The 
seats are fixed in position as there are two 
separate base cushions and a large one 
piece backrest to the seats. The pedal as-
sembly is adjustable and can be set in 3 
different positions – it must be a bit of a 
challenge to adjust them, though, as the 
footwell is rather narrow but surprisingly 
long. The car is beautifully finished with 
leather and interior trim looking fantastic.  
Two central gauges give speed and revs 
plus digital readouts for distance and fuel 
level.  There are four aluminum toggle 
switches – lights, horn, hazard etc. My fa-
vourite switch, though, was the “bomb re-
lease” toggle that you flip up to expose the 
start button.  Once you have inserted and 
twisted the key, you press start button to 
begin your adventure. I shall quote MMC 

here as they say “hear the massive twin 
cylinder detonate and choose your adven-
ture”.  I understand what they mean with 
that as here you are lowered into position 
all snug in the cockpit seemingly inches off 
the ground and that big twin bursts into 
life. At first you think, -wow this is loud, 
then, as you select first gear and ease the 
clutch out, the wee beastie is just ready to 
go, making a wonderful racket of internal 
combustion sounds.  You feel part of the 
experience as you are part of the car. 
Ride and handling were very good and, 
yes, while we were on very smooth Arizo-
na roads and riding two up you get no sen-
sation that there is just one wheel out be-
hind you. David tells us that you notice the 
3

rd
 wheel more riding solo and pushing it 

through corners but that car still feels sta-
ble and stays very flat.  One point of inter-
est we found was the vintage gear sound 
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that you hear driving the car and we were 
thinking the Miata 5 speed is usually dead 
silent.  Here it can be attributed to the bev-
el box that is in the driveline between the 
gearbox and belt drive system. The car 
also likes to rev and be in the lower gears 
while we were zooming (sorry Mazda) 
around the local streets and found second 
and third gears to be the most fun. I did hit 
50mph and fourth gear was all that was 
required for that where our 4/4 would likely 
want fifth gear – then again that car has a 
windscreen and a 4

th
 wheel. 

Speaking of the 4/4, it is interesting to 
compare the size of the Three Wheeler to 
the 4/4. The Three Wheeler seems to be 
very wide at 67” – likely in the interest of 
stability.  It is also about 127” long and 39” 
tall, which I think is to the top of the rollo-
ver hoops. The 4/4 is 63” wide, 156” long 
and 48” tall to the top of the windscreen.  
We loved driving the car and once accus-

tomed to the exhaust note, it was just grin 
inducing driving. Yes, they are lacking a 
roof and a heater but the car was made to 
make driving fun and I think MMC hit the 
spot right on. There is a trunk area that will 
hold a few overnight bags – shopping can 
be done in style and groceries placed in 
the passenger seat and footwell. The car 
is admired wherever David takes her.  
They currently have about 7 Morgan Three 
Wheeler owners that meet up and go for 
drives in the Scottsdale area. They have 
even been welcomed at establishments 
that are often reserved for the fine folks on 
Harley Davidson products. One would 
tend to get thirsty when out driving about 
in the mid-day sunshine. 
Arizona registers the Three Wheeler as a 
motorcycle and, seeing as Arizona has no 
helmet law, one can drive merrily around 
with wind in the hair and bugs in the teeth.  
Safety googles are highly recommended 
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as the windscreens are pretty low and I 
found them to be right in my line of sight.  
The turn signal stalk was just like our 4/4 
- mounted on the right-hand side of the 
steering column, likely due to there being 

no space on the left-hand side. The front 
fenders are cycle style but, interestingly, 
the inside is covered to prevent spray 
and debris from coming at you and the 
car. 
While we were at the Barrett-Jackson 
auction, we did see a display of a new 
three wheeled fiberglass car, the Elio.  A 
different looking car somewhat, like the 
Carver where the passenger sits behind 
the driver.  The Elio is hoping to launch 
soon in the USA and is targeting a price 
of $6,800 US and, I believe, runs a three 
cylinder engine. Polaris has also just 

launched their Slingshot in the USA and it 
is a three wheeler with GM 2.4 litre en-
gine and will be around $24,000. Funny 
that Texas has said no to the Slingshot 
as it has bucket seats and they say a 

trike cannot have that – but you do not 
need a helmet for safety in Texas. Que-
bec is home to the Campagna Motors T-
Rex three wheelers which use BMW bike 
engines and seem to be registered in 
Quebec. The SAAQ even allows class 5 
car licensed drivers to drive this motorcy-
cle -registered vehicle. Maybe, just may-
be, one day we will see the new Morgan 
Three Wheeler legal and available in 
Canada – hmm can I get mine in royal 
ivory with tan leather??? 
Gid 
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Check out this pretty 4-4. It is a very early four wheeler. 

Dan Irwin, the nephew of the recently deceased owner, 

is trying to help his aunt find an interested buyer close to 

home (Chatham). I've offered to put the word out to 

those who might be interested. From memory he thinks 

the serial number is about 380. The car is apparently 

powered by Ford now, altho he says the original Coven-

try Climax intake over exhaust engine is boxed up and 

would be included. Other than the upholstery, she looks 

quite original to me. Dan tells me his uncle drove it fre-

quently until the last year or so, when his health started 

to fail. 

 

pictures taken in 1996. Apparently it is still in fine con-

dition indoors in the owners garage. Let’s hope it finds 

another owner to cherish it another few decades. 

 

Contact:: 

 

Dan Irwin 

5196727549 

dan.irwin@sympatico.ca 
 
 

Morgan 4/4 for Sale 
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I am trying to reduce my collection of old car magazines and other literature.   

The following is a partial list. 

  

Road and Track magazine-  184 issues between 1953 and 1996. 

  

Track and Traffic magazine- 28 issues between 1962 and 1969. 

 

Autosport magazine- 4 issues from 1984. 

 

Sporting Classics magazine- 15 issues between 

1991 and 1993. 

 

World of Wheels magazine- 16 issues between 

1994 and 1996. 

  

The last four are Canadian publications that sur-

vived for various periods of time.   

 

If you think anyone would be interested, and there 

are a few Morgan articles that could be fished out, 

I would be very happy to donate then to the cause. 

  

Thanks, Stu. 

Email: 

stuart.harvey@sympatico.ca 
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DIRECTORS AT LARGE: 
Ray Stevens 
905-659-6366 
rstevens11@cogeco.ca 
 
EVENTS COORDINATOR: 
Colin Bray 
416-698-0336 
cjbray@es.utoronto.ca 
 
REGALIA: 
Sharon Roden 
905-892-6907 
jsroden@vaxxine.com 
 
WESTERN SCRIBE: 
Ken & Pat Miles 
604-576-8036 
kengmiles@telus.net 
 
DOWNUNDER SCRIBE: 
Vern Dale-Johnson  
vern.dalej@bigpond.com 
 

PRESIDENT: 
Alan Lytle 
905-822-1606 
alanlytle@sympatico.ca 
 
TREASURER: 
Glen Donaldson 
905– 635-2532 
spitfiremorgan44@gmail.com 
 
SECRETARY: 
Brian Hawkins  
905-273-5542 
hawkinsb@sympatico.ca  
 
BLURB EDITOR: 
David Farmer 
905-278-3219 
d.farmer@sympatico.ca 
 
WEBMASTER: 
David Farmer 
905-278-3219 
d.farmer@sympatico.ca 

 
CLUB LIAISON: 
Colin Bray 
416-698-0336 
cjbray@es.utoronto.ca 
 
 
Dues are payable before 
January 31st each year to the 
treasurer. The Blurb is 
published 4 times/year. Please 
forward address changes to 
the TREASURER. 
 
Material is not copyrighted, 
however please notify 
author and source if using. 
We do not intentionally 
infringe on copy- rights of 
material borrowed for 
publication 

MSCCC Executive 

Membership Application / Renewal 
 

Name:________________________________________________ 
Spouse:_______________________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________________ 
City/Province:__________________________________________ 
Postal Code: ___________________________________________ 
Email Address:_________________________________________ 
Tel.  Home: ________________  Business:__________________ 
Morgan(s) owned: 
Model:_______________Year:__________SN:________________ 
Colour(s):______________________________________________ 
Model:_______________Year:__________SN:________________ 
Colour(s):______________________________________________ 
 
Membership fee $25.00* for the year. Payable January 1st of each year. 
*Canadian $ for membership dues please. 
 
Please make cheque payable to Morgan Sports Car Club of Canada and mail to: 
Glen Donaldson,  
145 Breckondale Court 
Burlington, Ontario  
L7N 1X6,  
(905)-635-2532 


