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 Prez Sez 

 
Not only have we had a busy 

year with events every month, 

but we have a lot going on in 

members' garages and local 

shops.  At our pub meetings, 

the conversations are peppered 

with "flat rad", "DHC", "tub" 

and other exotic words to com-

plement the more usual use of 

"water pump" and "Lucas".  

There is a lot of rebuilding 

going on and I look forward to 

seeing these "new" Morgan's at 

future events. 

Our driving season is so short that it is inevitably packed 

and Dave has done a good job of covering some of the 

highlights in this issue.  Also, earlier in the year we had 

a terrific visit to the Beer's garage for clinics in mainte-

nance and I hope we can repeat this in the year to come.   

Thanks to all who have made the Club a success this 

year and I hope that we have even more Morgan fun in 

2015.  Do let us know what you would like the club to 

do. 

Best Wishes for the New Year ... Alan 

 
 
 

Alan Lytle 

 

MSCCC AGM/Christmas Party … Sunday 
December 7th  .  3PM … BYOB 

  

Back at the Allen’s this year … Please 
bring an appetizer, or dessert. 

No Nuts! 

  

  

201 Penn Drive, Burlington, Ontario. — 
(905) 634-4704 

dallen@cogeco.ca 

  

Please RSVP 

 

 



MORGAN SPORTS CAR CLUB OF CANADA 

3 

 

   

 

The driving season is over.  I 

still need to do the fall oil 

change and top up the tank 

with winter grade gas.  Of 

course if the roads haven’t 

been salted yet I’ll drive to 

the Christmas Party. 

 

Lots of letter to the editor this 

time.  Keep it up, less work 

for me. :) 

 

I’m running an ad for a book 

about Morgan miniatures.  

The author sent me an email 

last spring asking permission 

to use my wood models in his book.  I have the originals 

but if anyone is interested in seeing the rest of the mod-

els the info is there. 

 

This issue is packed. Five club events to report, but not 

the promised Thornbury report. A travel report from a 

member who went to Mog 2014 in Yorkshire.  The lat-

est happenings with GEES MOG.  Rob Fournie’s update 

on his flat rad.  A photo caption challenge from Colin 

Watson.  And I report on my day as a guinea pig  and 

share a great road. 

 

See you all at the Christmas party.  Hmm what will I 

bring this year?  I was thinking of redoing the flourless 

chocolate cake with wild black raspberry syrup I did for 

Thanksgiving.  But that might be a bit sloppy for stand-

up eating.  So, I think I’ll go with the Elizabethan Lem-

on Cakes from a book of recipes based on food men-

tioned in The Game of Thrones.  Of course I could use 

the Wild Black Raspberry syrup to make frosting for 

them…  

Editor’s Message 

 

Dave Farmer 

Letters to the Editor 

 Bonjour David,Nice Blurb as usual  & happy to see that 

my(rascal) "Frère Cuthbert" is always alive!!!No news 

from Frère Cuthbert but he receive always my Mog Re-

vue! 

Ps:I have also some handmade Morgan faux! 

Amitiés Jacques 

 

 

 

Thanks David, 

Another great looking Blurb...and your visit to the facto-

ry...ahh makes me wish I was on holiday in England and 

stopping in for a tour and a pint at the local. 

See you Sunday, 

Gid 

 

Dave 

Just got the Summer Blurb. Can’t wait to circulate it 

among our local membership. 

Loved your report and photos on the current MMC fac-

tory. I first visited it in 1984, then 1991, 1994 and finally 

2006. How things changed – how things remained the 

same. They had reconfigured the factory by 2006, with 

an Aero area and a welcome center of sorts, but no mu-

seum. . . which we all agreed was a needed addition. It 

didn’t have to be as elaborate as Porsche, Mercedes or 

Audi (all of which I have visited ) but Morgan needed 

something. 

As an aside. As the owner of the last +4+ Morgan built, I 

was particularly interested in your  +4+ comments. On 

page 23, “Peter Morgan’s +4+” is pictured. The original 

car (869 KAB) was dismantled and the engine, transmis-

sion and, I believe, the metal frame were discard-

ed.  Maybe only the body shell and the unique interior 

survived, but probably not the seats. Is this enough left 

to be “ Peter Morgan’s +4+”? Personally, I and several 

others agree, not.  During his lifetime, Peter refused to 

ever have the car reconstructed, but upon his death, 

Melvyn Rutter was allowed to allegedly “re-create” the 

prototype model – not to be confused with “restore”. 

Although I can see some discrepancies in the auto pic-

tured, it appears that it is without an engine from looking 

at its ride height. 

Bill Boyles 

Morgan Morgan Car Club 
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Dallas, Texas 

Addenda – I have an unconstructed metal model of the 

+4+ from Ken Hill. I haven’t gotten around to building 

it. If it would help you in your goal to make a wooden 

model, I would be glad to loan it to you for measure-

ments, etc. 

 

 

Dear Mr. Farmer 

Thanks for the recent Blurb.  I especially liked your 

report on the Morgan Works, and the good photos. 

I've been reclaiming the old Plus Faux.  This is essen-

tially a '68 VW sedan.  Removed the body and built a 

wooden body frame resembling a DHC Morgan. 

This had been resting for 3 years while I rebuilt a '53 

Mog roadster.  Now it's time for the 

Plus Faux. 

Pulling out of the shed, it wasn't start-

ing, so I put it in reverse and was tak-

ing it out on the starter.  Then it did 

start, so into the garage and begin 

bringing it back to life.   

When next I tried to start, it cranked 

but wouldn't start.  Then it wouldn't 

crank, just grunt like ugh, ugh, 

ugh.  Get a rebuilt starter, same 

grunt.  All this time I read 12.5 volts 

from the battery.  Then it didn't grunt, 

it clicked.  So I began replacing every 

element in the starter circuit.  Still 

click, click.  Then I asked a guy who 

has 11 VWs if he'd diagnose. 

Then I stumbled on the real problem 

which was a crummy battery cable 

lug.  A few threads of the cable read 12.5 volts but 

could not crank the engine.  All this time I'm telling the 

lovely Flowerbelle at least we'll have all new electrics.   

I just say this as a clue that may come in handy while 

being driven nuts over a non starting situation.  

Stay Tuned Cuthbert 

 

Dave 

A Morgan Trike in Lego. 

http://jalopnik.com/dad-proves-kids-wrong-by-making-

fantastic-lego-morgan-3-1637647274 

Chris Pattenden 

Central Canada Morgan Events 
 

 
  
  Dec. 7   AGM/Christmas Party at the Allen’s 

 
Don’t forget - Monthly Club meetings, first Sunday of every month,  

Queens Head, Burlington, 12-2 

 
Check for updates and other events of interest and maps to the events on our web site at: 
http://morgansportscarclubofcanada.com/events.php 
 
 
 
 
 
It is time to start thinking of events for next year 
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Hello ! 

The book  
“An Encyclopedia of Morgan Miniature Models”  

(French/English) is now available. 
You can order it from my website : 

www.michelcoumes.com 

  

Best regards, 
Michel Coumes 

http://www.michelcoumes.com/
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Recent Events 

Picnic 

I brought a guest to the 

picnic this year.  Lorne 

Goldman had passed 

along a request for some-

one to give the requestor’s 

mother a ride in a Mor-

gan.  I suggested they 

attend the picnic to see 

lots of Morgans.  Here we 

are just before I pulled out 

of my driveway and red 

lined it. Marlene had a 

blast.  She had fallen in 

love with Morgans years 

ago but had seen only 

three in her seventy years.  

Close to the Lytle’s we 

were waiting at a red light 

to turn left and she dou-

bled the number of Mor-

gans she had seen as three 

crossed on their way to 

the picnic. 
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Loading our plates: 

Emptying our plates: 
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Until the table is practically emptied: 

A Morgan Two: 
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  British Car Day 
 

The weather was looking 

ominous, a forecast of 90% 

chance of heavy rain.  But 

when I looked at the weath-

er radar on the Environment 

Canada web site the concen-

trations of rain were passing 

to the north of Toronto and 

out over Lake Ontario.  

Bronte Park was in a clear 

zone in the middle.  I 

emailed my weather forecast 

to the group and hit the road 

with the weather gear in 

place.  I passed through a 

short sprinkle on the QEW 

and that was it for precipita-

tion.  It was still cloudy 

when I arrived as you can 

see in the picture below, but 

soon the sun came out.  

Three or five folks thanked 

me for the local forecast as they wouldn’t have ventured 

out based on the general forecast. 

 

The weather did keep the attendance down this year 

which had it advantages, like no line up at the lunch 

tents and pea-meal bacon sandwiches were still availa-

ble at lunch time. 

 

The winners in the Morgan 

class were the 2010 Aero 

Super Sport,  John Roden’s 

4/4 and Dave Smith’s 

Trike.  

 

 



MORGAN SPORTS CAR CLUB OF CANADA 

11 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



MORGAN SPORTS CAR CLUB OF CANADA 

12 

 

 



MORGAN SPORTS CAR CLUB OF CANADA 

13 

 

 



MORGAN SPORTS CAR CLUB OF CANADA 

14 

 

Jaguar RattleSnake Point Tour 

 

Steve Sherriff organized this 

run for the Jaguar Owners 

Association and invited us to 

join them on the back roads 

around Milton, finishing up 

with lunch at  

 

Six Morgans turned up  on 

what was a lovely sunny day, 

and a few Jaguars too. 
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BCC Toy Run 
 

No fog on the Toy Run this year so all the activities 

went off with out a hitch.  The Orange Peel Morris 

Dancers were back, as was the celtic orchestra. And the 

run ran this year (fogged out last year). 

 

 

There were over sixty cars there with five Morgans plus 

the Taylor’s TR3 and John Roden who hid his MGB 

behind a bright orange McLaren.  The Steven’s Megan 

became Santa’s sleigh. 
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October 15, 2014 

 

 

 

 

Darrell Jackson 

Corps Officer - GCC 

271 Mountainview Rd S. 

Box 199 

Georgetown On L7G 4Y5 

Phone: 905.877.1374 Cell: 905.702.4928  

Email: darrell_jackson@can.salvationarmy.org 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Once again it was a privilege and joy for us to join with you out at Country Heritage Park for 

your annual car run and toy drive.  

On behalf of the Salvation Army in Georgetown,  I would like to take the opportunity to say 

thank you for your very kind donation of new toys to our Family Emergency Services Christ-

mas Assistance Program.  We truly appreciate your partnering with us in this way and getting 

into the "Christmas spirit" so early in the season. 

 

Donations such as these make it possible for us to serve our community and provide for those 

who are hurting and in need. These items will be given to children in need in our community 

of Georgetown 

 

Last year in Georgetown we were able to help approximately 140 families at Christmas time, 

as well as helping families throughout the year with food, clothing, emergency shelter etc. 

 

We would also like  to ask that you relay our thanks to all of the other groups and individuals 

that participated and supported this years  event. 

 

Once again thank you and God Bless, 
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Rockton Flea Market 

 

In April the Ancaster British Car Flea Market 

marked the opening of the driving season.  In 

October the Rockton British Car Flea Market 

marks the close of the season.  This one is not 

as big as Ancaster’s but with the winter pro-

jects about to start it is timely. 

 

Glen Donaldson and I dropped in to browse.  I 

saw Colin Bray as I was heading home.  No 

doubt he was doing some serious shopping for 

his Series I 4/4 restoration. 
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MOG 2014-Harrogate,  

Yorkshire  

 

Dan Bereskin 

 

Rhoda and I attended MOG 2014 in the historic spa 

town of Harrogate, northern Yorkshire “God’s own 

county”.  We flew from Toronto to Heathrow, and then 

flew to Leeds, located just 20 km south of Harrogate.  I 

had investigated the possibility of renting a Morgan for 

a couple of days, but decided against for three reasons, 

(a) cost, (CAD$670 for two days, (b) it was expected to 

rain almost every day in Harrogate in August, and (c) 

insurance doesn’t cover rental of Morgans to anyone 

over the age of 75.  My wife believes my intellectual age 

is 15, but that’s of no relevance to insurance companies.  

So, instead, we rented a nice if boring European sedan 

with automatic transmission.  I booked the car on points, 

so when I was asked to take additional insurance I de-

cided to do so. 

 

Obtaining scanty and virtually incomprehensible direc-

tions from the car rental attendant, whose Yorkshire 

accent was sufficiently rich that I understood nothing 

except “turn left at the airport exit and go straight”, 

eventually we found ourselves at a dry cleaning store, 

the proprietor of which not only confirmed that we were 

headed in the right direction, 

but in addition took the trou-

ble to print, in colour, the rele-

vant page of a map book that 

showed the precise location of 

our hotel, The Studley.  Enter-

ing Harrogate, we quickly 

discovered that (a) the streets 

that purportedly were two-way 

streets, had cars parked on 

both sides of the street, allow-

ing passage of only one car at 

a time in each direction, and 

(b) cars were parked facing in 

opposite directions on both 

sides of the street.  Driving on 

the wrong side of the road 

compounded the confusion.   

 

Eventually we found the hotel 

and its small parking lot, but 

in the course of reversing and 

worrying unduly about hitting 

cars to my right, my left view 

mirror clipped a mirror of a 

parked car.  At that instant a 

very polite and attractive 

young police officer came by and before long was able 

to connect me with the owner of the car.  It did not es-

cape my attention that the mirrors of every other car 

parked on the street were retracted, for reasons that by 

now will be apparent to all you dear readers, but not the 

car I clipped.  At any rate, the insurance covered what-

ever small damage might have been inflicted. 

 

We arrived on a Thursday night, in time for a perfor-

mance of Pirates of Penzance, playing at the Royal Hall, 

steps from our hotel. The organizers of MOG 2014 had 

arranged for some entertainment for delegates arriving 

early but we chose this instead, and were quite happy 

with the choice. 

 

Friday morning, we picked up our “Goody bag” at the 

registration desk at the conference hotel, the Majestic.  

One of the goodies was a piece of famous Yorkshire 

toffee, which I couldn’t resist.  It was delicious, but 

strangely at its center was a very hard object, which 

turned out to be one of my capped teeth.  Fortunately an 

excellent local dentist was able to rectify the problem.  

Some of the early arrivals took advantage of lulls in the 

rain to explore the hills and dales of Yorkshire, truly a 

beautiful place to drive a Morgan, narrow, twisty roads 

full of ups and downs, and historic sites, including Bol-

ton Abbey and Fountains Abbey, an excursion we chose 

on Saturday.   
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Friday night was an informal dinner, buffet style, at the 

Majestic.  People were still continuing to arrive Friday 

evening and well into Saturday, judging by the number 

of goodie bags remaining to be handed out.  The Majes-

tic parking lot, restricted to guests, began to fill up nice-

ly with Morgans.  One of the conference organizers 

mentioned to me she expected 400 Morgans in attend-

ance.  Not all would fit in the parking lot of course, but 

still, that’s a lot of Morgans.   

 

One example of particular importance was the Aero 

Coupe 2012 Geneva show car, an exceedingly beautiful 

and no doubt expensive motor, shown in the photo-

graphs accompanying this article.  The funky 3 wheelers 

were quite prominent, but as you’ll see from the photos, 

it was hoods up for most of the time.   

 

Our trip to Fountains Abbey was very informative and 

quite beautiful.  I’d like 

to go back some day 

and take proper photo-

graphs of the ruins, but 

the ones I took may 

give you an idea of the 

history of the place, 

and what the good 

monks endured to build 

it from scratch without 

heavy equipment.   

 

Saturday night was the 

Gala Dinner to which 

attendees were encour-

aged to dress in black 

tie.  Rhoda and I decid-

ed not to check any 

baggage, so taking a 

tux for me was not a 

realistic option.  I was 
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a bit shocked to see that almost every man wore a tux, 

although a person sitting next to me told me that he saw 

someone at the affair whose tux seemed to have some-

thing wrong with the edges of the lapels.  When he po-

litely pointed this out to the wearer, he was told that the 

tux was exceedingly old, began to fray at the edges of 

the lapels, so his solution was to paint over the frayed 
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bits with a black marker pen.  No wonder people think 

that Morgan fanciers 

are a bit odd. 

 

The people we met 

could not have been 

more friendly or wel-

coming.  Interesting-

ly, I didn’t overhear 

any talk about the 

mechanical aspects of 

Morgans, problems 

etc.  People came 

primarily to renew 

acquaintances, rather 

than to exchange 

technical advice.  In 

other words, the 

event was not for 

finding out more 

about Morgan con-

struction and mainte-

nance  but rather just 

to have a fun week-

end in the company 

of other Morgan fans.   

 

Interestingly, Steve Morris, the Managing Director of 

Morgan Motor Company, spoke at the Gala dinner 

about Morgan’s present and future plans, and also 

touched on the litigation between Charles Morgan and 

the company, stemming from Charles Morgan’s ouster 

from the company earlier this year.  

He gave no details concerning the 

reasons for the ouster, nor did he 

express any opinion as to the likely 

outcome of the litigation other than 

that they expect a decision soon.  

In this country, his counterpart 

would have said;  

 

“We regret Mr. Morgan’s decision 

to sue, but we believe the ligation 

is utterly without merit and we are 

confident of success.  All of us at 

Morgan wish Mr. Morgan success 

in any future undertaking, provid-

ed he doesn’t misuse any confiden-

tial information he obtained during 

his tenure at Morgan, a company 

to whom he has remaining fiduci-

ary obligations.” 

 

Sunday was probably the main day 

of the week-end, and featured a 

Concours, Gymkhana, various indoor and outdoor trade 

booths, technical modifications made by Morgan own-

ers, Buskers, a 10 piece brass band, etc.   

 

All in all it was a very interesting experience to be in the 

company of so many Morgan enthusiasts.  
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The CVH Garage…. 
 

When we last left Gees Mog the garage fumes were 

clearing and we were heading out on the twisty roads 

with our new clutch engaging and operating flawlessly – 

the hounds were strapped in the back seat and we were 

enjoying the summer weather. As I sit down now Gees 

Mog is resting comfortably in Bolton and is having her 

water pump rebuilt as the chirp in the engine came back 

and the 29 year old water 

pump bearings seem to be 

unhappy.  She did make it 

out to a few events this 

season, Pub lunches, the 

Halton Hills run (where 

the elusive chirp first 

began), the summer pic-

nic, the Jaguar rally and 

the Toy Run. Next run 

should be Bolton to Bur-

lington nonstop for some 

winter hibernation and 

maybe some more chassis 

painting and cleaning. 

If you have a CVH en-

gine I would suggest that 

you take a look at the 

rubber boot on the bell 

housing that covers the 

clutch cable attachment. 

Yes these cars do have a 

clutch cable and not the 

more common hydraulic 

system as the Triumph 

engine cars run. (Actually 

it is a lever mechanism. 

ed.) At some point in her 

life our car lost the inter-

nal spring clip that helps 

to keep the rubber boot in 

place and in the proper 

shape. This coupled to 

the rubber aging and the 

boot becoming droopy is 

what we believe lead to 

moisture getting into the 

bell housing and over 

time causing some rust to 

form on the clutch fin-

gers. When cold the 

clutch would not fully 

engage and it was a test 

of patience to drive until 

she warmed up and could 

overcome the rust. As 

mentioned in the last Blurb we able to find a new spring 

clip and rubber boot from Retro Fords (an online suppli-

er based in the U.K. )The part they sell is for a Ford Ca-

pri Type 9 gearbox and fits the CVH 5 speed cars per-

fectly; total cost was about $55 sitting in my mailbox 

which may seem expensive until one thinks about pull-

ing the engine and gearbox to have a clutch rebuilt. Just 

thought I would mention this and pass along a few pic-

tures in case you were after a winter project or wanted to 

ask Santa for a new rubber boot. 
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The other winter time project you may wish to consider 

if you have the anodized 

aluminum bumpers (like 

Gees Mog did) is to strip 

the anodizing off and then 

polish up the bumpers to 

give them a more tradition-

al chrome like appearance.  

My thanks to Steve and 

Martin for the expert ad-

vice given to me on this 

subject, this coupled with 

the knowledge that if I 

mucked them up I could 

always buy chrome re-

placements had me throw 

caution to the wind and 

give it a try.  

First step was to buy some 

Easy-Off oven cleaner, as 

this is what was to be used 

to get the anodized finish 

to come off the bumpers. 

Basically you spray the 

bumpers and then leave 

them to soak for about 30 to 45 minutes then use an old 
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tooth brush to 

remove the black 

goo that starts to 

form. I did this 

step twice on the 

bumpers as I was 

cautious about 

leaving the easy-

off on too long.  

Now a word of 

caution here is 

that easy-off is 

nasty stuff so 

make sure you 

are covered head 

to toe with cloth-

ing so that you 

cannot get 

burned. You 

must wear a 

mask as the 

fumes are dread-

ful and eye pro-

tection is also 

required, here I 

used a face 

shield as that kept the fumes away from my eyes and 

reduced the risk of splash. You also need to do this in a 

very well ventilated open space with heavy plastic down 

to protect the floor or work surface. 

Second step now that the anodizing was gone and the 

bumpers looked terrible was to wash them well with 

warm soapy water to get rid of all the cleaner and then 

rinse with clean water.  Then the wet sanding began I 

used 600grit then 800grit then 1000grit and 1200grit 

paper. Tricky part here was finding a place to work so I 

could keep things wet enough not worry about the 

splash or mess I was making while also balancing the 

bumper blade and not dropping it. I also used a sanding 

block as I remembered Steve’s tip about sanding from 

the March Shop Tour and did not want to have high and 

low spots from finger pressure. I kept the sanding all in 

long smooth strokes going from left to right  so I did not 

get swirl marks etc. Truth be told I shall be going back 

to this step this winter as the front bumper needs to be 

sanded more as there are still some high and low spots 

in the surface. 

Step three was to get the bumpers all dry and wiped 

down again and then begin the polishing process, here I 

used AutoSol Metal Polish that I bought at Lee Valley 

Hardware. I think Canadian Tire sometimes also carries 

it in the automotive section – no financial interest in 

either company yadda yadda. I like the AutoSol as it is 

like a toothpaste tube and is easy to apply, rub well into 

the surface and then polish with a soft cloth. In this step 

and in step two I used the disposable rubber shop gloves 

to keep my hands out of the mess. Whatever cloths you 

use here will turn pretty black so be warned not to use 

your best cloths.  This really is the fun part of the project 

as now you will see the shine start to come through and 

your efforts begin to pay off.  If you are unhappy with 

how the polish part goes you can go back to a wet sand-

ing stage again – not that you would drop a bumper and 

scuff a corner on the patio etc. Power buffing may also 

be an option and one that I may look into this winter as 

of now Gees Mog has only had hand polished bumpers 

– which does sound just a bit more ‘Morgan’. 

Step four was to clean and repaint the black bumper 

tubes and supports that are hidden behind the bumpers 

as they have likely been hidden away for the life of the 

car. I also polished the heads of the bumper bolts with 

my dremel tool so that they matched the shine of the 

bumpers. Re fitting was pretty easy although it does take 

a few minutes to get the flats of the carriage bolts lined 

up and gently threaded, also note that there is not much 

torque or pressure put on the nuts so as not to dimple the 

bumper by the head of the bolt. We are pleased with the 

end result and why the finish will not last as long as 

chrome will it is nothing that cannot be remedied with 

some elbow grease and autosol while the bumpers are 

on the car. 

See you at the Pub – G&G 
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Mobility Study 
 

Last spring I was a guinea pig for a study at McMaster 

University about mobility in older drivers.  The object 

being to help the auto industry de-

sign cars for easy entry and exit. 

 

The study started with a physical to 

evaluate your health, vision, flexi-

bility, balance, and strength.  Part 

of the vision test was new to me.  

The chart had letters printed across 

in rows all the same size but they 

got fainter until the bottom row 

looks empty.  The evaluator told 

me to just guess at the bottom row 

and I got two of three in one group 

to earn an extra point.! 

 

The strength test is just for the min-

imal to open and close a car door 

and to press on the pedals.  No 

body builder physique required. 

 

There were also some cognitive  

tests like the ones now used to test 

drivers over 80.  Like joining dots 

that are labeled with a letter or a 

digit following the order ’A’, ’1’, ’B’, ’2’, etc. 

 

Then we went to a lab with a big ‘Meccano set’ mock up 

of a car.  This rig can be adjusted to match the door, 

seat, steering 

wheel, and 

height from the 

ground of four 

GM vehicles. 

 

For each con-

figuration I got 

in, sat down, 

waited a cou-

ple of seconds, 

then opened 

the door, got 

out, closed the 

door, and re-

turned to the 

back of the 

‘car’ five 

times.  They 

recorded my 

movements 

using two Ki-

nect devices, a 

kind of con-

troller for Mi-

cros Soft X 
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Box that can analyse your posture and create a wire 

frame skeleton.  While they reconfigured for the next 

vehicle I filled in a questionnaire about how easy it was. 

 

When they got to the smaller cars they put down several 

platforms, like skids with solid tops, to raise the ground 

level.  My son Aaron used to own a sporty little GM car 

and I noticed the feel of getting in and out of this gizmo 

felt familiar when it was set for the small car.  So it real-

ly works. 

 

Next step in the study was using real cars in the garage 

section of the building.  Their standard car was the Pon-

tiac Vibe belonging to one of the grad students.  That 

felt familiar too as it is the same as my Toyota Matrix.  

Then it was time to roll in the Morgan.  They were quite 

thrilled to add it to their study.  They recorded me get-

ting in and out both with the top open and with the top 

up and side curtains in place.   

 

I suggested they should get more people with their clas-

sic sports cars in the study to see if there is any correla-

tion with increased flexibility from the stretching  re-

quired to get in and out of them.  So if any of you are 

interested my email is listed on the back. 

 

DF 
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Good day Gents 

 

I thought you would be interested in the latest Morgan 

news from Woodstock. 

 

I recently acquired a 1954 MGTF, now I have two black 

roadsters.  Interesting how similar the Morgan and 

MGTF bodies are. 

 

The big news is pertaining to my 53 Flat Rad. 

When I purchased my Morgan in 2013, the seller ad-

vised me that although the engine was rebuilt in 2011 

but he could not resolve the oil leak at 

the rear engine seal.  He also advised me 

that the king pins were worn and would 

require replacement. 

 

I decided a few weeks ago that it was 

finally time to repair the king pins and 

the oil leak at the rear main. Through 

research, I found the TR4 engine design 

never had a rubber oil  seal at the rear 

main, there only is a scroll on the crank 

to prevent oil leakage. My research also 

revealed that there are several rubber 

seal conversion solutions on the market 

for the TR4 engine.  Through the online 

chat rooms and discussions with other 

+4 owners, the preferred solution was from Revington 

TR out of the UK.  The job entailed pulling the engine, 

removing the crankshaft and machining it to accommo-

date the conversion rubber seal kit. 

 

This was not a job for my home garage, so I delivered 

my moggie to Garnet, my trusted British mechanic.  He 

had several rebuilt vintage Jaguar engines in his shop as 

well as a beautiful 3.4 Jaguar that he had 

rebuilt, the TR4 engine would be simple 

task for him.   

 

A few days later, I received a call from 

Garnet asking me to drop by his shop, he 

needed to discuss something with me, 

better that we not discuss it on the tele-

phone.  Naturally this had me very con-

cerned, what did he find?  This engine 

had less that 1,000 kms since being re-

built by Foreign Parts Positively in Brush 

Prairie, Washington. 

 

I rushed off to Garnet's shop and as I 

walked in I saw the engine was out of my 

Morgan and my crankshaft sitting on the 

table.  Garnet proceeded to show me the 

main and connecting rod bearings, they 

were severely scored!   Fortunately the 

bearings took the wear and not the crank-

shaft.  This was quite a surprise given the 

price that was charged for the rebuild. 

Through careful forensics, we determined 

that the previous engine rebuilder never 

removed the crankshaft oil gallery plugs 

and therefore the crankshaft was never 

cleaned and flushed.  I was fortunate to catch this before 

severe damage occurred. We decided to go over the en-

tire engine to ensure there was no other hidden damage 

or rebuild errors. 
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Garnet then pointed out that although the carbs were 

also "rebuilt", the carb bushings were very worn.  The 

decision was easy...rebuild the carbs now.   

 

The carbs just arrived back today from a Toronto re-

builder and they look great! 

 

Upon removing the front suspension to replace the king 

pins it was apparent my mog had a one point hit some-

thing with the right front corner.    There was a slight 

buckle in the right front wing and slight bend in the 

frame.  But more importantly, we found that the front 

sub-frame had a slight bend on the right side.  We are 

pulling the front sub frame in order to determine repair 

versus replace.  Another issue with the subframe is that 

when the rack and pinion conversion was done, they 

welded braces on a 45 degree angle from the subframe 

to the frame.  We plan to remove these braces unless a 

club member knows why additional braces would be 

installed.  

 

I originally intended to do a complete restoration in 

2015.   However, now that the morgan is 50% apart, I 

faced the decision whether to continue with a frame off 

restoration or just complete  the front end and engine 

repairs. We decided that it is more cost effective to com-

plete the restoration now.  Garnet and I discussed budget 

and restoration has begun. 

 

We are trusting the remainder of the systems to be good 

since the previous owners receipts indicate most of the 

drive and brake items were rebuilt less than 1000 kms 

ago.   This is with cautious optimism since they other 

systems were also rebuilt by Foreign Parts Poitively. 

 

I plan to document the rebuild with photos and the ongo-

ing story with lessons learned. 

 

Rob 
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Caption? 
 

Colin Watson was playing cars the other day when the 

president of the  Citroen Club drove by.  The best cap-

tions will be published in the next Blurb. 
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Fav Run 
 

While some of you were enjoying the Toy Run my 

brother and I were in Perth helping close the cottage at 

our mother’s place on Otty Lake.  On the way home we  

decided to check out the back roads from Arden on Hwy 

7 over to Hwy 35.   The light blue path is the good part.  

From there over to #35 is mostly straight but his section 

worked me so hard I still have a bit of a sore neck.  This 

road dodges every boulder.  Much of it has new asphalt, 

so new that Google street view shows gravel on most of 

it.  But there are some sections of old rough tarmac. 

 

If you are heading to or from Ottawa along Hwy 7 this 

road will give you a good half hour workout. 

 

DF 
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