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THE BLURB

THE MORGAN SPORTS CAR CLUB OF CANADA NEWSLETTER

HAPPY NEW YEAR MORGANEERS
May the roads rise up to meet you -
wherever you go in 2000!




Prez Sez:

Vern Dale-Johnson (vern_dj@msn.com)

MSCCC Toronto Area Christmas Party, December 11, 1999:

Thank you to Russ & Sylvia Balfour for hosting this
year's MSCCC Christmas party. Attended by the
Shier's, Beer’s, Knight's (with daughter and grandson),
Toma's, Glenn Nigh & friend, Morgan's, VDJ (without
family), Balfour's, Sand's, & Birch's. Hope |'ve nol
forgolten anyone as my memory in mid January is a bit
foggy! We missed the Kuzyk's as Lynn was fighting off
the flu. The event started during the late afternoon both
to allow for additional drinking and chat time before we
got into the heavy eating and time to move most of the
alcohol through the system before hazarding the drive
home. Getling to the Balfour's this year was a challenge
as the major highway was blocked up for miles in each
direction due to a serious (read fatal) accident. Those
who were listening to the reports hit the secondary
routes and enjoyed the scenary.

New Year's with the Aussies:

The DJ's were off to Australia for Christmas and the
Millennium celebrations. Sydney was more akin to
Vancouver - great place for ducks (it rained most of our
stay with only one brief visit to the beach). Regardiess,
the relaxation and family time was mosl! enjoyable. For
New Year's Amanda & Vern were on Sydney harbour
(just across from the Opera House for those who were
walching the festivities). We were with 3 other couples
in a water taxi, a civilized and luxurious way to spend
the evening as we were able 10 enjoy a lovely evening
meal complete with greal Australian wines then walk
down to the wharf to catch the taxi about 10:30 -
enough time for a couple of glasses of champers before
welcoming the new year. The immensity of the
celebration was oo much - from the hugh barge-

Thanks to Sylvia also for her efforts to get the 6 issues
of the Blurb out during 1999. Despite some “teething”
issues with printers (our apologies for the poor photos
and stapling) and not enough personal time to make the
Blurb what Sylvia would like to see, the efforts are very
appreciated. And, for those who have asked for a print
size increase instead of having to resorl to a magnifying
glass, this issue has been increased a font size - hope it
helps! Keep those cards and letters coming....

Pub Brunches have been sparsely atltended. In
December “The Prez" enjoyed lunch on his own while
catching up on all the MOG newsletter gossip from
around the world. No word on altendance, if any, at the
January Brunch. Next Brunch is Feb 6. See you there?

mounted “fish® lanterns, to the crowd on the water, and
then there was the 30 minute display of fireworks from
several points on the harbourl We were between the
main fireworks at the Harbour Bridge/Opera House and
the display towards the heads. What a blast! Topping
it off was the CNN coverage of celebrations in Tokyo
and Seoul (at 2 am) and Beijing (at 3) before we retired
to get up in time for Paris, Rome, and London then a
break as New Year's celebrations worked their way
around to Si. John's Newfoundiand. Sorry, bul after that
the CNN coverage was primarily on US cities and we
lost interest after New York. Needless to say, we were
prepared to stay in Oz should the Y2K bug have caused
some major problems!

A call to Stan & Jenny Jodeikin of the Morgan Owners’
Club of Australia resulted in a visit with them, along with
Rudi & Sylvia Rencoret, for the usual swapping of
regalia and stories — Stan gave me a copy of Bryan
Reading's cartoon bookiet, some are new to me and will
make publication in future issues of the Blurb. We had
more than our share of calching up to do as it had been
close to 2 year's since we last mel. This was not the
only Morgan encounter however. On New Year's eve,
while walking around Cremorne Point to view the crowds
gathered for the midnight festivities, | stepped back for a
photo and noticed the fellow closest to me had a Morgan
crest on his shirt. A quick look took in a traditional
green and white golf umbrella as well. It was Max Scott
of the Australian club with family, We quickly realized
we knew each other from previous visits, in fact Max
“owns” one of the stirling silver buckles Greg Kaufman
had made a couple of year’s ago. Truly a small world!



And the usual plea — please pay your 2000
Dues! We're asking for $25 (Canadian
Beaver Bucks for those in Canada, US
Greenbacks for those in the US and
overseas) so we can keep this party rolling!
Check the mailing fabel on the front of the
envelope. If it says "89" after your name
this means either you haven't paid your
dues (in which case please sit down right
now and write out your cheque) or, have
paid but the accounting info hasn't caught
up with the label maker yet (in which case
thank you and expect! to see the needed
00" after your name on the next mailing).
Those who have not paid by the end of
February will bring the wrath of
Morganeering upon themselves as we
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will strike them from our membership
and mailing lists.

Several members have asked for a listing of members
names and phone numbers. Some years ago it was
decided this list would not be made public. We have,
over the past year, issued information on email
addresses (updated list enclosed, please email Vern DJ
if your address is not included or is incorrect). As this

Coming events:
Y2K TREK UPDATE (May 19-22, 2000):

There is considerable excitement developing for our
first run of 2000 - the Queenston to Tobermory Y2K
trek. Mary has been working on the accommodation
and rest stops while Ray has been analyzing all known
maps of the area to find the most appropriate route
paralleling the famous “Bruce Trail".

The schedule is looking like this:

Group photo at The Bruce Trail

caim in Queenston Heights Park at 8:30 am on Saturday
May 20; departure from park at 9:00 am,

30 minute stop at the Welland Canal; Lunch at a winery
TBA; a 30 minute stop at Mt, Nemo for a spectacular
view; a pit stop in Limehouse.

Saturday accommodation in the Orangeville area al the
Hockley Highlands Inn and Conference Centre
just east of Highway #10 off the Hockley Valley
Road. Website is: www.hockleytrails.com Please
reserve before April 1 at 800 -767 - 8071 addressing
your enquiries to Reservations under the Morgan
Sports Car Club of Canada. Room rates are: $75
for a regular room with 3 - piece bath or $80 fora
deluxe ( larger room with 4 - piece bath) One building
accomodates pets. Dinner will be $30 pp while a

has not caused any known complaints, we are prepared
1o issue a complete list of members names and their
city. If you do not want your name on this list please
advise Vern DJ or Sylvia B before the end of February
2000,

buffet breakfast is available at $10 pp. Mary’'s friend
highly recommends the cuisine.

Another early start on Sunday with accommodation In
Tobermory at the Princess Inn. Please call before
April 1 at 877 - 901 - 8282 anytime after 10 am and
speak to Shirley or Carol. Referto MSCCC.
Rooms will be $80 (smoking or non). Dinner and
breakfast will be $50 for 2 people (taxes & gratuity
included).

And of course a group photo op at the northern cairn of
the Bruce Trail in beautiful downtown Tobermory before
dark.

On Monday May 22, you can either head back down
“The Bruce" or board the Chi-Chi-Maun for a Manitoulin
island experience. Some websites to surf

in your spare time:

hitp://www.niagara-on-the-lake.com

http://www.brucetrail.org
hitp://www.escarpment.org

More details will be available as they happen.
Mary & Ray Shier 805-877-1427 shier@bserv.com



MOG South 25" Anniversary, April 14-16:

For those who just can't wait for May, check out Charlie
King's Mog South 25" Anniversary event coming up
in Charleston April 14-16. Charlie and Carolyn King
attended our last MSCCC Fall Weekend and it would be
a fitting gesture to have some of the Canadian group

MCC DC MOG 30, June 30 - July 3:

First information on MOG 30 is starting to trickle in from
the Washington DC club. This year’s event will feature
Morgan trikes (first time since MOG 23 in
Charlottesville). This year's event will be at the
Shawnee Inn on the Delaware River near East
Stroudsburg on the Pennsylvania — New Jersey border
(Northeast of Allentown, Southeast of Scranton).
Events start Friday June 30 in the afternoon with a
concours & rally on Saturday July 1, autocross &
gymkana on Sunday July 2, For those staying over
for Monday there will be a driving tour of the area or
a canoe trip on the river. The Shawnee Inn was built
in 1916 so offers not only fine accommodation but
plenty of nostaigic charm. 65 rooms have been

4th British Car Drivers Week, May 20 - 28, 2000:

You will notice that both opposing weekends are
included this year for more driving time for those of you
who are more likely to get your cars out and drive them
during the weekends. You will also notice that the word
"Drivers” has been added to the title.

As many of you may already know, next spring marks
the fourth annual British Car "Drivers” Week. This is a
worldwide event for all British marques with the intent
that it will continue to grow in popularity as the years go
by. This "awareness" week is intended for all British car
owners to get their cars out on the roads in their locality,
1o have some fun with them, and promote them for all to
see and appreciate,

By getling our cars out on the roads at the same time
during this week, we can create an awareness in our

return the visit. Headquarters for the meet will be
The Hampton Inn Riverview. Chariie is the organizer
of this event and can be reached at 843-762-4545,

reserved under the MCC DC. Call early at 800-
SHAWNEE. Rate is $110 + 16% lax per night. Room
have also been reserved at the nearby Ramada Inn
(East Stroudsburg ?77) 800-2RAMADA also under the
MCC DC name. Rate is $100 + tax and service.
Rooms will be held until May 30, 2000.

As has been the custom for past MOG'’s, the MCC DC
has kindly offered a concession to Canadians attending
- a reduced registration fee. As this year's MOG is
several hours closer to Toronto, Ottawa, and Montreal it
would be great to see a significant Canadian "Rumble of
Morgans® attend this year. For more info call Ed Geiger
at 703-620-0659 or email Ed at efgea@aol.com

own part of the world that these unique, charming, fun
cars are still around and doing well, thus hoping to
create some new or renewed interests in them to help
keep our hobby and related clubs and businesses going
strong.

.This past May, | noticed an upsurge of British cars
driving around my home town during BC Week as well
as some classic German and Italian models that | hadn't
seen before the week started, and haven't seen since
the week ended. Maybe we've got some competition!!
Thanks for your time, and hope to see you on the road.
Scott Helms Visit the web page:

http://members.aol.com/Trmgafun/britishcarweek.html

MOA il 2000 “The Eastern Experience”: (m

I'm still looking for co-drivers! If your interested please
email or call me. You don't have to commit to the
entire trip as long as you're willing to make your own
arrangements to catch the group en-route. | expect I'll
be leaving for the drive to New Orleans about Sept 3.
Plan at this time is to take our Morgan on a trailer towed

by the Isuzu so the convoy has the use of the trailer
when and if needed during the run. This does assume
we have at least two valid drivers licenses available at
all times as | dont plan on trailering OLBDI!'s over the
entire route!



More details of the run are trickling in. The organizers, Steve Roake,
Kathy Tollworthy and Elaine Fisher have developed a "logo”™ (with the
help of Peter Schmidt of the Norther California MSCC) while Kathy is
working on a badge and other regalia with the help of Steve Kellerman.
Elaine is working to develop a web page.

Current plan is to meet in New Orleans on Thursday Sept 7, leaving
New Orieans on Saturday Sept 9 and finishing up in Hershey
Pennsylvania at the Antique Automobile Show on Friday Oct 6 with the
final banquet on Saturday Oct 7.

Morgan clubs along the route are being contacted to invite them to meet
up with the “rumble” or to join in activities. If you can offer assistance (in
Canada, the route is Montreal through to Halifax) cotact Steve Roake al

the phone or email address listed below.

On this side of the pond contact Kathy Tollworthy (825-462-6378,
trikenut@aolcom), Steve Roake (415-864-2260, logetsteve@aol.com),
or Elaine Fisher (925-930-6030), elainef@ibm.net or

Elaine_fisher@jmmdhs.com .

Central Canada Morgan Events:

March 5 MSCCC Pub Brunch, Queens Head Inn, Brant St, Burlington 12 noon (VDJ 416-530-4599)
April 2 MSCCC Pub Brunch, Queens Head Inn, Brant St, Burlington 12 noon (VDJ 416-530-4589)
April 18 Ancaster British Car Flea Market

May 7 MSCCC Pub Brunch, Queens Head Inn, Brant St, Burlington 12 noon (VDJ 416-530-4599)

May 19-22 Y2K run from Queenston to Tobermory, Ray & Mary Shier (905-877-1427, shier@bserv.com )
June 18 Classics Against Cancer, Georgetown
June 30-July3 MOG 30, Shawnee Inn Penn, Ed Geiger 703-620-0659, efgea@aol.com

West Coast Events for MSCCC and MOG NW:

Feb 13 MOGNW Notherne Centre Hearts & Tarts Run, Steve & Liz Blake 604-943-6416
Eastern Canada Events for MSCCC and GoMoG:

May 7 GoMoG Annual Spring Brunch, The Tea Room in Pakenham. Ed Burman 613-839-2140
May 27 Old Port of Montreal Car Show. Ed Burman 613-839-3140

May 28 Oxford Mills Car Show Anglican Church in Oxford. Ed Burman 613-838-3140

June 25 The Richmond Car Show. Ed Burman 613-839-3140

July 1 Canada Day Car Show, Armprior. Ed Burman 613-839-3140

July 15 The Trembling Tremblant Run, Mt Tremblant. Ed Burman 613-839-3140

Aug 12 The Hurst Marina Boat and Car Show. Ed Burman 613-839-3140

Aug 27 Moggies on the Grass. Ed Burman 613-839-3140

Sept Quyon/Healey Comroast naturally held in Quyon (date TBA). Ed Burman 613-838-3140
Oct 21 La Runne de la Grosse Citrouille. Ed Burman 613-838-3140

Other Events of interest:

April 14-16 MOG South 25" Anniversary, Charlie King 843-762-4545

May 20-28 4th British Car Drivers Week (get out and exercise the beast!)

Aug 17-21 MOG 2000, Canterbury (U of Kent Campus plus trip to Le Touquet France) info tel: 01306 887046, fax:
01306 884562 or check the website http://www.itmc.net/mog2000

Sept 10 18" Annual Battle of the Brits, Sterling Heights Mich, Sue Snyder 810-9794875 snydley@home.com

Sept 9-Oct 8, 2000 Morgans Over America, The Eastern Experience (see above)



Morgan Memorabilia:

Our run of millennium badges has sold out. We do forget the MSCCC crest can be embroidered on clothing
have a good supply of “pins® available (these are mini- of your choice. Other regalia — the input has been
badges - high quality and only C$12 each!). Silver belt tremendously non-existent however we are considering
buckles (from Greg Kaufman or Vern Dale-Johnson) are some high quality pewterware or crystal objects d' an.
again available at a price of $200 each. Also, don't Direct all input and enquiries to Vern Dale-Johnson.

The % club has asked if we'd advise Morganeers of a new
embroidered “palch” they have available. 2.5 inches high
by 3.5 inches wide (wingtip to wingtip). Gold with white
wings, black "+ and gold lettering on a green triangle.
Price is US$10 or 3 for US$25. Order from Jim Dickson,
680 Plympton St, New Milford, NJ 07646.

Notes from the East: Ed Burman (elburman@cyberus.ca)

Ed, our "Interclub Coordinator” has been getting very lonely so.... The following is his plea to Morgan visitors to our fair
shores for use of his services:

DO YOU LIKE MEETING INTERESTING NEW PEOPLE WITH A COMMONALITY OF INTERESTS? If you answered
either YES or MAYBE to this question, please get in touch with me! The plan is to set up a network of Canadian Morgan
owners who are willing to host visiting Morgan owners from other parts of Canada, the USA, Mexico, or from overseas.
This would be a two-way street of course, since we hope to establish a network of contact people who are willing to
reciprocate for Canadian visitors. You would merely have to contact your “Interclub Coordinator” who will, hopefully,
provide a contact for you at your travel destination.

Edward L. Burman (1969 Morgan 4/4 four seater)
PO Box 268, Carp, Ontario. KOA 1L0
Email: <elburman@cyberus.ca
Phone: [613] 838-3041

...Morgan ownership can bring both Joy and Pain, but it's worth it |...

Afternoon Vern. The summer events that were scheduled for GoMoG are as follows.

May

- Annual Spring Brunch, Sunday the 7th May at The Tea Room in Pakenham. A marvellous location resplendid scenery,
antiques for sale and we are going to savour the grub.

- Old Port of Montreal Car Show 27th May.

- Oxford Mills Car Show, 28th May at the Anglican Church in Oxford. A very homey show where the exhibitors don't pay
and the Ladies Auxiliary prepare the culinary delights.

June

- The Richmond Car Show the 25th June at Richmond, Triumph organized and that says it all.

July

- Canada Day Car Show the 1st July at Amnprior, a Kaufman tradition. A fun day for the car enthusiast.

- The Trembling Tremblant Run, the 15th July at Mt Tremblant. A day of golf, dogs and lounging in any order you wish,
August

- The Hurs!t Marina Boat and Car Show the 12th August at Hurst Marina. Vintage boats and vintage cars, what a
combination.

- Moggies on the Grass the 27th August, location to be confirmed.

September

- Quyon/Healey Cornroast naturally held in Quyon, date to be confirmed.




October

- La Runne de la Grosse Citrouille 21st Oct, starting location and destination still a secret, we don't want the Triumphs to
schedule this run for September.

For further information please contact, the Magnificent, Omnipotent and Almighty Edward Burman (The Modest/Humbie)
at 1-613-839-3140 or E-mail elburman@cyberus.ca

In December "The Prez" received a call from a young lady indicating her mother was visiting Toronto from Riga, Lativa
and that her father owns a Morgan, A visit was arranged with the opportunity to expand our circle of Morgan friends into
Eastern Europe. Shortly thereafter the following arrived on “The Prez's" computer:

Dear Mr. Dale-Johnson, Thanks to my friends [daughter & son-in-law] in Toronto, who visited you, | learned about you
and your MSCCC. Thank you for the souvenirs - | received your badges [crest and lape! pin] and 2 copies of The Blurb,
one of them with a photo of your Morgan +4 (# 4/99).

For 18 years already, | am an honorary member of the MSCC in the UK. | own a Morgan 4/4 (1936). It is one of the first
four-wheel Morgans with the Coventry-Climax engine. It is the only one in the vast areas of the former USSR, so | do not
have colleagues here. Beside Morgan, | have a Bedford B-6 (England, 1925), DAS "Victoria" (Germany, 1907, a
replicar), and several cars and motorcycles from 1943-80 (USSR, Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hungary), mostly, from the
so-called Stalin era.

| live in Riga, the capital of Latvia. It is a former
Soviet republic, now an independent state. | am a
member of the Latvian Antique Car Club (AAK), with
owners of various cars and bikes as members. Riga
has one of the biggest antique car museums in
Europe with a nice display of vintage cars and
motorcycles.

| would be happy to learn more about you and
MSCCC. My address: 41-2 Janogu St., Riga
LV-1083, Latvia.

Merry Christmas and happy new Millennium to you
and all the Canadian Morgan enthusiasis!
Best regards, Gennady Michailov

Notes from the West: Ron Theroux (ronsmog@home.com)

i

M e ] . The annual “Robbie Burns Run"
/%/‘4 2 WP took place on January 23", Sorry a

VA v/ suitable representative from the
Eastern executive couldn't be there
this year folks — know you will have
had great weather (while we froze
our @$#$ in Toronto) and enjoyed
the “Flying Beaver”.

-




Mike Powley's Seasons Greetings from Canada were truly meant to cater to all sexes, all religions and all nationalities.

In their entirety:

“Please accept with no obligation, implied or implicit, my best wishes for an environmentaily conscious, socially
responsible, low stress, non-addictive, gender neutral celebration of the winter solstice holiday, practiced within the most
enjoyable traditions of the religious persuasion of your choice, or secular practices of your choice, with respect for the
religious/secular persuasions and/or traditions of others, or their choice not to practice religious or secular traditions at all.”

“May you have a fiscally successful, personally fulfilling, and medically uncomplicated recognition of the onset of the
generally accepted calendar year 2000, but not without due respect for the calendars of choice of other cultures whose
contributions to society have helped make Canada great, (not to imply that Canada is necessarily greater than any other
country), and without regard to the race, creed, colour, age, physical ability, religious faith, choice of computer piatform,

or sexual orientation of the wishee."

“By accepting this greeting, you are accepting these terms: This greeting is subject to clarification or withdrawal. It is
freely transferable with no aiteration to the original greeting. It implies no promise by the wisher to actually implement any
of the wishes for her/himself or others, and is void where prohibited by law, and is revocable at the sole discretion of the

/ / X '/ /

wisher."”

“This wish is warranted to perform as ’
expected within the usual application of /.
good tidings for a period of one year, or /'
until the issuance of a subsequent .
holiday greeting, whichever comes // )
first, and warranty is limited to /
replacement of this wish or issuance of
a new wish at the sole discretion of the
wisher.”

Couldn't have said it better. :
Thanks Mike! = /

Notes from the Web:

From: BARTHAM@aol.com [SMTP:BARTHAM®aol.com]

e

QI

To: morgans@autox.team.net
Subject: Need Morgan Opinions

I'm a "First Time Listener”, "First Time Caller”. | just
joined the list because |'ve found in the past that this is
not the place to find shy and retiring people that don
like to share opinions, I'm in the hunt for my first
Morgan (I'd list previous cars but there is an electron
shortage on the web). This is a dangerous question but
I'd like to get preferences from people that own MOGs
about 4's vs 8’s and old vs new. I'm almost certain that
I'll go with a +8 (non-propane, no offense) but new vs

Bart,
| have read the many replies to your request for

comments and | thought | would throw in my 2 cents
worth as a first time plus 4 owner. | also have owned

ol

old is still up in the air. This car will get driven although
not in the winter or in REAL bad weather. I've owned a
lot of English sports cars and it's time for a MOG.

I've really just started the hunt and I'm looking for
information to narrow my selection. |I'm sure that most
of the people on the list would be bored by much of this
(or it could start a very hot thread) so replies off-list are
welcome. Thanks, Bart

many British cars in the past and | can say | have had
fun with all of them. However | can aiso say that | am
having great fun with the Morgan. | find the difference is



kinds of crazy things that | didn't really get the urge to do
with my other British cars. Maybe | am entering my
second childhood, but | am having fun. | have now even
become very interested in racing. | was interested in
watching vintage racing when | had my other cars, but
with the Morgan | want to race it.

My car is a 67 plus 4 and | spent last winter taking it
apart. It was supposedly restored, but that definition
varies greatly from person to person. | ended up taking
apart the engine, trani, radiator, gas tank and rear end. |
also totally rebuilt the brakes since before that | felt |
was pushing my foot through the fioor to stop the car.
Anyway it has been great this past summer and | did not
break down even once. However | did smoke some
wires in early November when | was heading to an
autocross. Apparently my headlight wiring shorted and |

THERE M
HEDGES

Well as you know | did the deed and sold my
Mog. Had to really as Claude Jacque's offer was
really very good. A very traumatic parting after
13 years of ownership. | am consoled by
thoughts of building up a +8 to the same level
as the +4 but with cubes!!!! I'll use the same
engine builder and have some fun. Keep your
eyes open for an 8. Yeah | know | have to stand
in line behind the Pres himself.

| have been on line a lot with the guy from NY
who bought the Kuzyk's Comp 4/4. Geoff
Wheatley (the buyer) is trying to put a Spax gas
shock kit on the car and asked me for advice. |
referred him to you and told him to think twice
about dumping the Selecta Rides. You will
probably hear from him. Keep in touch. Just
because | sold it doesn't mean | don't care!!
David Rees-Potter

UST BE OTHER
AGAINST INFLATIO

ended up having to totally rewire that circuit, Luckily |
shut off the head lights before those wires melted into
other critical wires. Now | get almost as much pleasure
from working on the car as | do driving it. | love to tinker
and rebuilt things so this car is an excellent fit.

| have never driven a +8 and only drove a 4/4 once, but
| am sure they are all similar and great fun, | have read
considerable discussions about "hot" 4/4's and it has
made me think that may be the next car | look for.

So anyway what | believe is great about these cars is
that they are fun to drive and there is always something
to do on them, either to fix something or making it run
better/faster/etc Good luck in your search,
Phil Roettjer 67 +4 & 67 MGB

Vern:

Lt
As for Fred K | understand the web
sites, email, Club positions, elc
coupled with his wife's healith in
recent years led to the decision 1o
drop out & sell their Morgan, which
has gone Stateside. He told me he
has sold 2 cars & bought a new 4x4
(and probably will go off roading with
the Land Rovers! He's happy that
some people have chosen to make
some enriching contributions at the
"Morgan Sports Cars International”
website. He did say that he "misses
you too" (Awwww)! By the way, Fred
Sisson has republished his "Morgan
Bedside Reader”

A



You do not read "Road & Track" to find out about sedans? You read "Consumer Reports” to find out about sedans. You
read "Road & Track" to find out about Sports Cars (and read Dennis Simanaitis’' column). Gerry Willburn

The January 2000 issue of Road and Track lists the 1936 Morgan and all
subsequent models among the top 100 cars of the past 100 years. Now the rest
of the world knows what we've known all along!

Check out the Jan 2000 issue of “Classic & Sports
Car". There is a full comparison of 5 +8's from 69,
76, 86, 94, and 99. Great comparison. Also the Jan
2000 issue of “British Car" has a good pictorial of
Morgan's at Pebble Beach and a *how to" from
Malcolm Terry on building a 327 hp +6 from a
basket-case 59 +4 roadster

Could this be the next
relro-mobile, the
resurrection of the Morgan
3-wheeler disguised as a
“Merlin"? Note that
waterfall grill
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TED ANDILDE FOR THE TORONTO STAR

For Sale / Morqans Wanted: THE TORONTO STAR Saturday, January 15, 2000

1870 4/4, 2 seater, 43000 miles, BRG. Older restoration, engine rebuiit in the past 5000 miles. Very good condition, full wood dash
and door paneis, wire wheels, lots of Mog bits (mirrors, lights, badge bar)
Cdn$28,000. Photos avaitable. Call Brian Wallace (604) 534-7651, wallace@istar.ca




And you thought you knew everything...

The US (and Canadian) standard railroad gauge
(distance between the rails) is 4 feel 8.5 inches. That's
an exceedingly odd number. Why was that gauge
used? Because that's the way they built them in
England and English expatriates built the US railroads.
Why did the English build them like that? Because the
first rail lines were buill by the same people who built
the pre-railroad tramways, and that's the gauge they
used., Why did "they” use that gauge? Because the
people who built the tramways used the same jigs and
tools they used for building wagons and they used that
wheel spacing. Okay! Why did the wagons have that
particularly odd wheel spacing? Well, if they tried to use
any other spacing, the wagon wheels would break on
some of the old, long distance roads in England
because thal was the spacing of the wheel ruts. So who
built those old rutted roads? Well, the first long-distance
roads in Europe (and England) were buiit by Imperial
Rome for their legions. The roads have been used ever
since. And the ruts? Roman war chariots made the
initial ruts and everyone else had to match the width for
fear of destroying their wagon wheels and wagons
Since the chariots were made for, or by, Imperial Rome,
they were all alike in the matter of wheel spacing. Thus,
we have the answer to the original question. The North

American standard railroad gauge of 4 feet 8.5 inches
derives from the original specification for an Imperial
Roman war chariot.

Specifications and bureaucracies live forever. So, the
next time you are handed a specification and wonder
which horse's ass came up with it, you may be exactly
right. Because the Imperial Roman was chariols were
made just wide enough to accommeodate the back ends
of two war horses. And now, the twist to the story
When you see a Space Shuttle sitting on the launch
pad, there are two big booster rockets attached to the
sides of the main fuel tank. These are solid fuel rocket
boosters, or SRB's. Thiokol makes the SRB's al their
factory in Utah. The engineers who designed the SRB's
might have preferred to make them a bit fatter but the
SRB's had to be shipped by train from the factory to the
launch site. The railroad line from the factory runs
through a tunnel in the mountains. The SRB’s had lo fit
through that tunnel. The tunnel is slightly wider than the
railroad track, and the railroad track is about as wide as
two horses asses. So the major design feature of what
is arguably the worlds most advanced transportation
system was determined by the width of a horse’s ass!

Thinking of Spring....
Photo from Marlies Sands

he first-ever Brilish

First British Car  frgover

\J

Show on Prince Alanic Conado wos

held July 17 on Prince
Edwmd ISIand' Edwar Isl?nd. It wos

an unqualified success
(u'mda with 8O cars on display
for over 80O spectators, more than twice
what organizers hod expected. The event
was sponsored by the PEl Antique Car Club
and the British Automobile Touring
Association of Nova Scotia. Trophy winners
included o 1953 Sunbeam Talbot MkII ) '
Saloon owned by Bob Homillon ond o 1968 Morgan 4/4 owned by Stuart Clare. An
even bigger event is olreody being planned for next summer. Brian Jones

BAITISH CAR DECEMBER 1999 ~ JANUARY 2000
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Band

Bain
Balfour
Beer

Blair
Burman
Cavers
Charette
Clare
Clarke
Dale-Johnson
Dawson
Desjardins
Doyle
Driver
Dwyer
Farmer
Fitchie

Fyfe
Goildman
Holtz
Hughes
Jolin
Kaufman
Knight
Kuzyk
Lackman
Lant & Co
Lot

Lyman
Macfarlane
MacKenzie
McCowan
McCrossan
Melvyn Rutter Ltd
Miles
Morgan
Morgan Spares
Moon
Moore

Nigh

Pfah!

Potter
Powley
Prendergast
Rees-Potter
Rens
Russell
Sands

Earl & Janice
Malcolm & Avril
Russ & Sylvia
Jenny & Steve
Richard

Ed & Margaret
Glen & Julie
Luc, Danielle Grenier
Stuart & Allison
Tim & Carol
Vern & Amanda
Oliver & Lisa
Serge

Tony

Ed & Margaret
Andrew

Dawvid & Paula
John & Sharon
lan

Lorne

Mike & Marion
Mike & Linda
Norm & Sue
Greg & Cathy

Alec & Gayle Ginnings

Fred & Lynn
Miiton

Tony Lant

John & Martha
Barry & Terry
Gary & Sherry
Fraser & Darcy
Peter & Heather
David

Melvyn & Sindy
Ken & Pat

Brian & Brenda
Linda Ekler
Tony

Steve

Glen

Peter & Dorothy
Ken & Bev

Mike & RoseMarie
Brian & Lesley
David & Carolyn
Hendrick & Shelly
Jonathan & Dale
Al & Marlies

mik123@idirect.com
siolin@sprint.ca
toad@storm.ca

January 22, 2000

alec knight@nextrom.com

mcecro

melvyn@rutter.clara net

pmiles@cin. etc.be.ca, pentco@pentco.com

bmo! s ti

morganspares@taconic.net

mechanics@netsurf.net
smoore@afns.ualberta. ca

wms@vaxxine.com
doppf. atico.ca

potterk@ibm.net
m beit.

ibpren@aztec-net.com

phanfarm@aol com
hrens@herzig.com
sands@csolve net




Cantab Motors
Shier
Taylor
Taylor
Theroux
Viner
Walker
Weisse
Wheatley
Whittaker
Willburn
Wright
Yep
Young
Zurbrigg

Win & Ruth Sharples
Ray & Mary

Chris & Gayle
Malcolm & Brenda
Ron & Evonne
Roger

Chris

Bruce & Shirley
Geoff

Paul

Gerry & Barbara
Bob & Susan
Carlos & Sylvia
Neil & Ruth

Ted & Lily

morgans@cantab-motors com
shier@bserv.com
spitfire@woridchat. com
triumpha@idirect. com

ronsmog@home.com
rviner@sympatico.ca
cwalker@on maxxam.ca
bweisse@ix netcom.com
mdandagi@webtv net
pwhittaker@idirect com
gerry willburn@trw.com

wrighr@mail. mmc.org
cyep@ctfinance com
nyoung@aztec-net.com

tz@mail lac-mac.com

A MYSTERY TO DIE FOR:

Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson went on a camping trip. After a good meal and a
bottle of wine, they decided to retire to their tents and promptly fell asleep.

Some hours later, Holmes awoke and went to his faithful friend’s tent and gave him
a good nudge. “Watson, look up at the sky and tell me what you see,” said Holmes.

Watson replied, “I see millions and millions of stars.” “What does that tell you?”

asked Holmes.

Watson pondered for a moment; “Astronomically, it tells me that there are millions
of galaxies and potentially billions of planets. Astrologically, I observe that Saturn
is in Leo. Horologically, I deduce the time is approximately a quarter past three.
Theologically, I can see that God is all powerful and that we are small and quite in-
significant. Meteorlogically, I suspect that we will have a beautiful day tomorrow.

What does it tell you?”

Holmes was silent for a moment. Then he spoke, *Watson, you idiot, some bastard

has stolen our tents.”

J2.



We hove i all:
Mechanioal, Llactrinal,
Stainlass Steel.
Race amd

Porformance iemi

*The Largest Stock 1936-1999

‘Large Inventory Good Used Parts

*Many Parts No Longer Supplied
By Morgan

’ *Manufacturing Of Obsolete Parts

To Original OEM Specs

There's no better source outside Malvern to acquire spares for your Morganl

And As Always The Best Prices!

*The Best Technical Service Anywhere:
Peace Of Mind Knowing That You Will Get
The Best Assistance And The Right Part

Complete Mechanical Rebuilding Service:
Exchange and non Exchange

*The Most Comprehensive Web Site
www.morgan-spares.com

The Original IHustrated,
Parts BfSOk Sae /

Morgan Motor Company Authorized

225 Simons Road, Ancram NY 12502

P
N
Toll Free (888) 345-MOGS Tech (518) 329 3877&’.’&34

Fax 329-3892 E-Mail morganspares@taconic net

Melvvn Rutter Oversecas Limited =

® Accessoriaes
® Axle parts
©® Badges

® Bearings

® Body

® Books

® Brakes

® Bumpers

©® Charging

® Chassis

® Cables

® Carburettors
® Clutches

® Chrome

@ Dashboards
@ Electrical

® Engine

® Mirrors

® Pumps

® Radiator

® Rubbers

Melvyn Rutter Overseas Ltd. The Morgan Garage, Little Hallingbury, Nr. Bishops Stortford, Herts CM22 7RA England
® Telephone: 00 44 1279 725725 @ Fax: 00 44 1279 726901

Currency Exchange FACTOR

It ks much better to buy directly from % /'l \
England and continue 1o save 7, -~

P e N
money, for example: Al =

* Brooklands Aeroscreen . .£61.70
* Stainless folding windscreen kit

R PP ....£148.50
* Polished Stainiess luggage rack

two seater roadster . ... .£146,50
¢ Stainless muffier (+4) . .£126.10
* Stainless tailpipe (+4) ... £33.75
* Tube badge bar, stainless .£26.50
* Plus 4 “deep” cowl badge .£29.75
* Blow-up seal bladder cushions,

re-made at .. £66.50 each
* Cream knobs-start at £15.50 each
All prices plus economic delivery

Fast Parts Service

Factory parts and our special
“Rutter” parts, same day despaich,
quote a credit card by telephone or
fax, Send order by E-mail

MAIN DEALER

NEW RUTTER COLOUR
CATALOGUE ‘
The very
first, full
colour
Morgan
pans
catalogue, 56
pages packed
full of goodies,
with lots of new
items. Just send $10 cash for a
return alr mail copy or quote us a
credit card number.

IT'S FANTASTIC!

| The ‘One Stop' shop for
the best sales, service,
parts & restoration

FULL IN-HOUSE INSTRUMENT
® RESTORATION SERVICE ©

@ Fax: 00 44 1279 6800498 (direct parts dept)

Your No.1 Parts Supplier Esablished 1976

Largest parts store outside the Seals ®

factory. Many older parts re-made, >

we are the only source, If in stock, Springs @
Stays @

Stainless @
Starters @
Steering @
Sidescraens @
Suspension @

Switches @

Tonneau @

Throttle @

Transmission @

Trime

Weather egpt, @

Wheels @

Windscreens @

Part of our 3000 sq.ft stores dept. Wipers @

Wiring @

Worldwide Web Wooden parts ®

Find us on i- s x

hitp://www.rutter.clara.net

E-mail: melvyn@rutter.clara.net

==



MILLENIUM FACTORY
CALENDARS FOR SALE

High quality calendars with
Morgan cars featured each
month of the year 2000,

Don’t delay call Steve or
Martin today - only three
left. They measure 23" x
16 in size and are suitable
for framing too. Only §79.95
for a high quality product.

Tel/fax: 1-905-857-3210

RERARRA A AR h R R Rk Rk dkdhhhk

B N5,

AUTO
RESTORATION

WE BRING |
YOURCAR |[l
BACKTOLIFE z

Pring
@)Tpuctth\No

1958 MORGAN 4/4 A404
FOR SALE: $12,000,

Owner: Paul Fuller
83 Washington Crescent, Apt. 301
ELLIOT LAKE, On. P5A 2L6

Tel.: 1-705-461-9080
Fax: 1-705-848-0531
e-mail: Pfuller@Canada.com

Sound basic car with no frills.
Stainless steel exhaust system.

Light summer use. Paved roads
only. Less than 2500 miles per
season. Odometer has never
worked.

Original Ford 105E engine was
replaced with a Cortina 1600 GT
by previous owner,

Engine, gearbox, rear end original.
Body/frame sound; paint cracked
and faded in one spot on hood.
Needs a bit of metal work. Body
has never been off frame.

e g e de v e g e e e e e e e e e o o e o o s e ok ok o ok e ok ok




42—

by F. Lee Marquette

OAKVILLE, ON - The To-
ronto Triumph Club advertised
September 19, 1999 as cause to
celebrate the 30th anniversary
of TRB, 40 years of Mini and Her-
ald, 75 years of MG, and 90 years
of Morgan. What a glorious
Sunday. This group really knows
how to pick great weather for
this annual auto show and swap
meet held at Bronte’ Creek Pro-
vincial Park. Vendors were set
up this year in a much more visi-
bﬁ- up front location and a happy
mood was observed early in tge
day. Up with the canopies and
arrange carefully selected
“off-shore” literature, we looked
forward to a husy day on the
aisles.

Our location on the main
roadway offered us twa, wonder-
ful parades, early morning and
late afternoon. Elegant
Rolls-Royces and Bent eys,
Minis, Jaguars from saloons to
full race, the sponsoring Tri-

Old Autos— Monday, Decembenr-20, 1999 ,

A ‘row of jate 60s M GI‘BS.‘

British car day

umph Club with a collection of
TR's and others, Lotus, MG,
Morgan, to name a few.

Flea marketers, (auto
Jjumblers) offered publications,
books, restoration services,
parts, clothing, sales literature,
and auto club information.
Murray Cutler gave his Old
Autos spiel to many and he had a
productive day for this valued
Rxblication. We commandeered

ichard Spiegelman, auto pho-
tographer, to assist us on this
busy day. Lloyd Brown, the
usual correspondent was unable
to attend because the wife “got
tickets!” We’ll sent you next
rear's date early, Lloyd. A long
ist of awards were presented
late in the afternoon and the ex-
odus held us in awe, one more
time.

Congratulations to the opera-
tors on a job well done. We'll look
forward to Y2K and one more
special gathering of these excit-
ing imports for all to enjoy,

13
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(“Auto
Italiano

some of the
spectacular §
in Europe
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Inthe Fotsteps of the Bears

he 2000 Edition of the Rally which traditionally starts under the
Tcmblcm of Biella - the well known intemational textile centre

~ featuring the brown bear and visit those alpine regions once
an uncontaminated paradise where
the brown bear roamed and where it
is now regarded as the animal symbol
will be even more exciting than usual: 8
a variety of enjoyable tests and regu- 8
larity sections on a breathtaking rou- 8
te, three wonderful days of dnving
through ltalian and Swiss Alps, the ar
rival point of the maost important leg
being Gstaad, accommodation in long - .
established Grand Hotels and a rich [inal prize-giving ceremony will
make the event unforgettable
Don't miss t! The closing date [or entries is March 25"

=t Fooueps of doe Beary™ 1999 Edeen

Organisation
A.G.EM.S.-Assoclazione Grandi Eventi Motoristici Storici

AMSAP.- Auto Moto Storiche Alto Plemonte
Club federato AS.1L - Amtomatociuh Storico fallano

For further information and for the Officlal Brochure of the Event
with the Entry Form contact

Comitato Organizzatore “Sulle Orme degli Orsi"
("In the Footsteps of the Bears” Organising Committee)

Via Torino, 45 - 13900 Biella - Italy
Tel, 0039.015.404060 ~ Fax 0039.015.406078




The Wyche takes its name from the
ancient word for salt. This vital com-
modity was carried by packhorse from
the Cheshire salt mines, over the
Malvern Hills, to the southern markets.
— until motor transport allowed an
easier route, via Worcester

The AV Monocar was named after jts
backer; a Mr. Avey of Teddington, Middle-
sex. GN stood for Godfrey and Nash and,
apart from the Morgan, it was the most
successful of the 1910-1925 crop of cycle-
cars. A GN was the basis of aeroengine
firm Salmson's first foray Into car manu-
facture. The Nash of that enterprise was
nothing to do with the American carof the
same name, built between 1917.1957. He
was actually Archibald Frazer-Nash: in
1922 he left GN to make the famous sports
cars bearing his surname.

By the time that production started to
dwindle in the Thirties, AFN — Archie's
firm had become known — belonged to
the Aldington family. They began
to import BMWs which were sold under
the title Frazer-Nash-BMW

After the second world war HJ
Aldington, by then a director of the Bristol
Aeroplane Co, hired BMW 328 engineer
Fritz Fiedler to create the Bristol 400 car
This was initially to have carried the
Frazer-Nash name as well, but instead
AFN went on making its own cars, the last
of which (with BMW Vs motor), was sold
In 1957 — by strange coincidence the same
date as the end of the American Nash. By
then AFN had become the British Conces-
sionaire for Porsche, which it still sells
today, along with Lamborghinis,

Frazer-Nash briefly had a Sportscar sis-
ter, as a result of the Aldington family also
owning Aston — the Martin in 1931-2,
Archle Frazer-Nash continued his engl-
neering experiments that had allowed his
cars to operate successfully with different
chains and sprockets instead of gearboxes,
He also came up with a mechanised gun
turret that saw active service on thousands
of aireraft in the second world war

Right: A vintage Morgan three-wheelor scales
the Wyche hill durine the recant VST sk,

THE WYCHE Cutting, where early
three-wheel Morgans were factory tested
on the 1:3 gradient over the Malvern
Hills, was recently stormed by three
generations of the Morgan family,
ving their latest cars.
dr'imigghm‘ which is now used solely for
access to local houses, was opened up for
the demo runs by VSCC members — as
part of the Club’s 65th anniversary cele-
brations. As well as Morgans, numerous
other light cars took part in the ascent.
However, some of the more primitive
cyclecars had problems reaching the sum-
mit including a unique rear-engined AV
Monocar, driven by Mike Bullitt, which
Just managed to make it, thanks to a
friendly push from the course marshalls!
Other memorable demonstrators
included 88-yearold Edward Riddle, who
drove his GN with great panache —us the
highlight of a 300-mlile round trip from
his home in Dorset.

Left: The crowds cheer Charles Morgan and
his family who retraced the Morgan test run.
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ust because Morgan's ume-warp styling

continues year after year, decade after

decade, people tend to think that nothing

ever changes, Think again. This quintet

of Plus 8s reveals just how much Morgan's
rocketship has altered in specification and
driving character through its 30-year lifespan,
even if the basic building blocks - separate
chassis, ash body frame, V8 engine and sliding-
pillar front suspension — have remained. If
you've ever fancied buying a Plus 8, here’s the
low-down on how the character of this quin-
tessentially British evergreen has evolved over
the years

1969

The original Plus 8, launched in 1968, is the
fastest carburettor-fuelled version, owing to its
particular combination of lightess, gearing
and power. The 0-60mph time of 6.7 secs,
achieved by Awtocer, is quicker than any
| production E-type, ;lll'huug}: supenor aerody-
namics allow the Jaguar tw pull away above
20mph,

Driving this example, the 36¢h built, shows
how Morgan tilored the car for acceleration
Although the engine is brilliantly flexible,
close-ratio gearing and the V8% seductive
exhaust note encourage you to use the four-
speed Moss gearbox to the full, even ifit doesn't
have the snappiest change. The lever’s crisp
action and short throw suit a sports car, but
sluggish synchromesh means that shifts can't
be hurried ~ and the way the knob is tucked
under the dashboard makes it awkward o
reach, Nowadays the vintage character of the
Moss "box adds to the desirability of early Plus
8s, but at the time Morgan was forced to use it
because Rover initially mated the V8 1o auto-
MAtC transmission only.

Compared with later versions of the VB, this
one sports a 10.5:1 compression ratio - a high
figure made possible by the awailability of five-
star petrol. These days there can be some
hesitancy at low engine speeds, but everything
clears from 2000rpm to give wonderful thrust
up to the 5200rpm red line, equating to
115miph in top gear — Autocsr must Hmvc over-
rrvw:lj to clock a 124mph top speed. Maximum
power is 151bhp at 5200rpm and theres 210lb
fr of torque at 3000rpm. One amusing under-
bonnet feature is the cylindrical air-flter box:
Morgan had ro whack a big dent in the top to
make it fit below the bonnet hinge.

Handling is just what you'd expect from
archaic suspension, by leat springs and lever-
arm dampers at the back and trademark sliding
pillars at the front. When the road is smooth
and dry the Plus 8 behaves predictably, with
controllable power oversteer on demand - but
it’s perilously easy to unstick the back in the
wet. Flita bump in mid-corner, though, and
you quickly know about it: the car becomes
skittish and easily knocked off line. Cam and

yeg steering adds to the vintage feel, having
ittle self-centring and some free play, But the
car’s narrow build makes it easy to point,

Climbing aboard can be a struggle because
there's so little knee room below the standard
Astrali steering wheel, but the shapely seat is
cosy. Only the rev counter is seen through the
wheel, as other instruments and switches are
gathered in a central panel, with the speedome-
ter furthest away so that it can't be séen with a
half-tonneau in place, Unlike all later Plus 8s,
the heater is a ‘fug-stirrer’ ahead of the

MICHAEL BAILLIE

I8 Classic & Sports Car







And Jeremy Lewis' current Morgan can spin its wheels in third

eet. 2 locaton that frees the engine

1e bulkhead for a full-width toolbox

t change on this Plus 8 becomes
ay. The

rhox (intre xluced in 1972
wvith 2 lighter lever action
o

l|‘]u'r' moment you is.xi: aw
R !
SONET 1o

teels moare

and a lifk-up collar for selecting reverse,
although gearchanges aren'’t as i‘{[‘uv_‘:i! shor
went as the Moss "box. A distinet
contrast in driving charactes .llm».‘n'.r'\fr‘dn
altered geanin ,‘_.urm‘irn" fronts
ratios within th

driveof 3.31 l instes
m lighter work of motorways, although

U\r'v':u?.-l..c—pc.lrs acceleration isn't quite as
vivid. T s also a slight loss of pace because
of the engines lower ¢ v"nprcuwn ratio, down
to 9.35:1 to suit four-star petrol. Power outpas
at S000rpm dropped to 143h shp, while torque
fell ro 2021b f
1969 mod

2700cpm, ( ompared with the

'IHLI" pipe ¢ shaust, the

dual s "\_,l\'\l""l!'(x

burble, m

II SOUNG more exe
210 broader because

ing. Ext :::nl_-\ the car:
the ch
Rover 'bax

This is the first of four increases in width (all
represented in this group) resulting in the latest
fully 8in wider than the first. On
this 1976 example the wings are wider, but the
difference is mainly seen in the increased
distance berween headlamp pods and radiaror
cowl. The front bumper looks too small for the
hody because it wasn't altered, while this car
he optional rear b umper Morgan, then

rails were moved apart to suit the

I,lll‘v :'u !'(’il\l'

an

lacks t

45 DOW, IS NOOTIoUS .u[ the len L(l.ur l.~1}|nnn\

list: other mundane extra-cost features on this
Car are ext handles mu a sex uml
rubbing strip on each running board. Th

abin is broadly unchanged, except that rh'-
dashboard top is padded for safety and the
pedals are more cramped because the Rover
gearbox has a wider bellhousing. Thanks to a
Gemmer recirculating-ball steering box, a
post-1983 feature that has been retro-firted to
this car, feel through the wheel is ighter and
more accurate, with stronger seif-centring

ror doo

cC

1986

While steering and gearbox are the main
mechanical changes for tl
instantly visible difference is the dashboard,
which was redesigned for 1977, Now the main
instruments - a different design from VDO -
are ahead of the driver, with a column of warn-
ing lamps (cheap-looking units of BL/Rover
ongn) between them .\ central rectangular

model, the

yanel contains four smaller dials and a row o
1 ins four di nd u n f
rocker switches, while wipers and washers are

now activated by a second column stalk
I'he standard steering wheel, which is rather
crude and plasticky, connects to a new rack and
yinion w-t:m specially supplied for Morgan by
ack Knight; lhls was optonal from | 984 but
became standard in 1986 Compared with
rarlier cars, Jlxwl?\.‘n\i o effort

|(‘.~.\ wh
hut isn't shortof a --u\\.:r feedback ats peed

ed steering

2N Manoeuynng thatit Iv‘r.xpn.urc"

i I»l\l-l-'.}_v" Y TWISLY 1o .<u. IS more \] .Xl-lw A
even thot ;
Overdrnive h
speed Plus 8 y this model’s
(introduced in l 7) transforms the car'’s cruis-
ing ability. The Rover "hox has essentally the




consequence of chassis
powertrain - by now

supplied by Rover as
be moved backwards,
distribution and underbonnet clearance

Sitting at a crossroads in Plus 8 evolution,
this particular car s ‘1.:» carburertors, which
changed from twin gl 3 Stre unlvcrv\, in 1981
With the adoption oft h" five- ,)rm box, Plus
ton fell into fine with the Rover SI )l
fuel-injected Vitesse was
1in 1983, So Morgan was able to offer
fuel-injected Plus 8 as an option from 1984,
and standard from 1987.

This Plus 8 lacks a brake servo, the Girling
p” WErStop unit Y C': o car ’ICA cars 1.\'”\U
been deleted in 1981, Noticeably more ped dal
res: c1s l\L‘CCCu, but otherwise the G m.xrn'
yraking system remains unchanged from the
earliest models, and more chan adequate for the
car’s performance. Discs are fitted only at the
front, drums suffi hey sall
do on current Plus 8s.

One detail about this car epitomises the
quirkiness of Morgan history. Although built
after April 1986, it lacks the scuttle- Jounted
sicle mdxv..xmr repeaters that became manda-
tory at that time '\pnsrcmi\' 3 good nine
months went by before the company realised
it was building cars that weren 't strictly legal..

ing at the rear - ast

1994
The big difference here is in performance, for
the 3.9-litre Range Rover en
introduced 1n 1990, compiete with
muppable ‘hot-wire' fuel i njection By 1994, ail
Plus 8s were fitted with a three-way catalytic
converter, which brought fuel- system
that caused torque — this c'*..'::'."s defining
feature - to increase from 220 to 2351b fr, the
peak occurring at 2600rpmin | both cases. Such
pulling power at low revs is a distnct difference
f':'-m the earliest P ivu 8 '! hat car thrives on
ﬂnvn] use of the gear box, but flexibs ity ts 0
enhuanced with the 3.9 that guruh..'\mn z, if you
want to drive lazily, !
once on the move. Flooring the throttle at
30mph in wp gear makes this Plus 8 .c..p
forward with .1lmu»r as much force as in the
lower g gears, and at hlL,er s]-tcL.s the surge is
elect m-.:nL While 0-60mph is the best Plus 8
figure yet at 6.1 secs, the most ni STHOSTICS
are incremental direct-gear compansons with
the Moss "box version: 20-40mph 15 4.2 secs
against 5.0, while for 80-100mph the margin
widens to 6.1 secs versus 7.4

One minor change introduced with
lystis a sealed fuel tank with only a sir
on the right-hand side of the t
ously there was always a second filler, which
had the twin advantages of giving speedier refu-

this

n be all bt .qux.uu(.E’]

the cata-
gle Aller,
vanel, Previ-

elling (thanks to the venting pe rmitted by
opening second cap) and enabling the car
to be filled from either side

Handling is more assured on this Plus 8,
thanks to the long-overdue introduction of
telescopic rear shock absorbersin 1990 These
anchor the back end much more securely, espe-
cially on bumpy roads, but do nothing for nde
quality, which remains sporting  firm - but not
harsh = on all but the smo sothest surfaces. So

Tight fit but cosy in early car; gearlever under dash’ is awlward

Wider Rover ’box ((rom '72) means pedals are more uamped

Current car has bespoke VDO instruments plus mods for safety

~

”’\:‘-SU
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]
:
~
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popular are telescopics that many owners
rétro-fit them to earlier ca

Braking is another area where modern Plus
8s have been improved in feel and efficiency,
tollowing a mujor 1993 revamp that saw the old
Girling system replaced by Lockheed compo-
nents. Front discs now carry four-pot calipers,
A SETVO reappears (this ume a new desigr
combined with the master cylinder), the fly
handbrake is operated by cable '4"\:| than
rods, and the rear drums are self-adjustng
Interior appointments could be quite lavish by
this stage, thanks to a lengthening options list
This Plus B hus the walnut-veneer dashboard
- complere with lockable glovebox — that had
been available from 1989. By now there were
three choices of seats, this car having the so-
called recliners (they don't actually recline
much) whose deep p::d ding definitely adds
long-distance comfort '\nup reading inm; 15
also useful, as there’s no other interior lighting

1999

Coming up to date, the 4.6-litre Plus 8 isan
even wilder machine, offering so much torque
that the rear wheels can be made to spin in third
gear in the dry. Even more than previous Plus
85, this current version can be driven as the

FACTFILE
Morgan Plus 8 (1969)
ENGINE
3528cc V8, 10.5:1 cr, twin SU HS6 carbs
Max power |5 1bhp @ 5200rpm
Max torque 21015 ft & J000rpm
PERFORMANCE
Top speed | 24mph 0-60mph 6.7 secs
Price new £1478 Price now £18,000

in Plus 8 (1976 )
ENGINE
3528cc VB, 9.35:1 or,owin SU HI F6 carbs
Max power | 43bhp @ 5000rpm
Max torque 2021b it @ 3700rpm
PERFORMANCE
Top speed | 22mph 0-60mph 7.| secs
Price new £3978 Price now £16,000

Morgan Plus 8 (1986)
ENGINE
1528 V8, 9.25:1, twin Seromberg carbs
Max power | 55bhp @& S000rpm
Max torque [981b ft @ 2750rpm
PERFORMANCE
Top speed | 24mph 0-60mph 6.5 secs
Price new £12,498 Price now £16.000

Morgan Plus 8 (1994)

ENGINE
3946cc VB, 9.35:1 cr, LucaswBosch fuel injection
Max power |90bhp @ 4750rpm
Max torque 2351b ft @ 2600rpm
PERFORMANCE
Top speed 125mph 0-60mph 6.1 secs
Price new £24.898 Price now £25,000

Morgan Plus 8 (1999)
ENGINE
4555¢¢ VB, 9.35:1 o Lucas/Bosch fuel inpection
Max power 220bhp @ 5000rpm
Max torque 2601b fc @ 3600rpm
PERFORMANCE
Top speed 128mph 0-60mph 6.0 secs
Price new £34 639 Price now £36,000
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rev range thanks to a lavish
of torque, The peak is a fantastic 260lb
Orpm, although maximum power of
Obhp at 5000rpm isn't significantly better -
but then you never need to rev that high. This
is the quickest Plus 8 yet, capable of 0-60mph
in 6 secs and a top speed of 128mph

Even though the overall look is similar, this
car shows that the most significant changes to
the Plus 8 occurred recently, in Auguse 1997
Many of the modifications were driven by
oh

! :L‘!.'\S:.l(’h i, NONC IMOe $O than L-’J*.‘-’.;H: {I]JZIE’U&'

to allow airbag installation. The need to meet
legal dimensions for airbag inflation forced

| Morgan to increase the distance between dash-

board and seating, giving 2 roomier cabin. The
dashboard is further forward, doors are length-
ened by 1¥in, seat travel is usefully increased,
and there’s much more room for knees and
legs, Out of sighe, there are differences in every
piece of the ash frame

Structural improvements extend to the way
the car is made, in keeping with quality gains
first seen when Morgan began treatng the ash
frame with preservative in 1986. The engine

| bay has sminless steel panels on either side,
| while the chassis is now galvanised as sundard

Broad wings, wider than ever before on cars
fitted with optional chromed 7Jx16 wire
wheels, are created by # new single-piece
manuficturing process called Supertorm,
whereby molten aluminium is sprayed into a
mould at high temperature, Durability
promises to be far better than the previous
wings, which, whether in steel or optional
.1lmnm:'.;:n, WETE prone to corrosion because
of their three-piece construction and the use of
moisture-trapping wired edges around the
wheelarches. Another new dashboard layour
accompanies provision for airbags. The four
small dials are now arranged in a square in the
centre, surrounding a winking red lamp for the
standard immobiliser. Mocgan badges in the
speedo’ and rev counter reveal that these are
now specially made by VDO, and the odome-
ter is an electronic display that lights up with
ignition. Twin column stalks - taken from the
Land-Rover Freelander - provide a more elab-
orate range of functions,

Many other details reflect the onslaught of
type-appeoval requirements. A high-level brake
lamp is fitted above the external spare wheel,
and side-repeater lamps now sit in the front
wings. Pluh!c covers, in rubber or plastic,
protect numerous sharp edges, such as hood-
trame fittings or the ends of wiper blades. Cars
are now delivered with wing-mounted side-
lights disconnected (their lightng intensity falis
below legul requirements), while the factory
supplies sidescreens as a gift, thanks o their
frowned-upon Perspex panes.

This current Plus 8 may be bigger and heav-
ter than ever before, but it’s aiso faster, better

| handling {thanks to the width of track and

tyres), more comfortable, greener and safer, It
remains Morgan’y state-of-the-art flagship
until the next evolutionary step. ¢

Thanks to owners Bob Cragg (1969),
Paul Parken (1976), KevinVernon (1986),
Colin Peters (1994) and Jeremy Lewis (1999),
and o john Worrall of Heart of England Morgans
(01299 2501 41) for organisational help

Behaviour predictable on smooth roads, but skittish over bumps
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== British Car

The American Magazine

for Morgan Enthusiasts 6"
Who Love English Cars

1 year (6 issues) $22.95 2 years $39.95 Canada US doilars only $26.00 / $46.00

To Subscribe: Call 1-800-520-8292
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Olde World Restorations

2727 Philmont Avenue Suite 350
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006

(215) 947-8720

PENNY BATES FAX (215) 947-8722

*MSCCC * MSCCC * MSCCC * MSCCC * MSCCC * MSCCC * MSCCE * Mu ¢

the e
MECHAN!CS

Sales and Service

Tony Moon
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Howe Motor Works
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¥
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Peter Howe « Derrick Howe
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(905) 681-8343
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Membership Renewal:

Name:

Spouse:

Address:

Home / Business: /

Fax.

Morgan(s) owned:

Maodel Year, SN Colour(s).
Model Year, SN Colour(s).
Model Year. SN Colour{s):
Model Year SN Colour(s)

Membership fee $25.00* for the year:
{* Canadian $'s for members in Canada, USS$'s for all other members to caver postage)

Payable January 1 of each year.

Please make cheque payable to MORGAN SPORTS CAR CLUB OF CANADA and mail to:
Jenny Beer, Treasurer MSCCC, 30 Parsons Ave, Caledon East, Ontario LON 1E0

PRESIDENT & REGALIA:
Vern Dale-Johnson

1532 King St West
Toronto, Ont M6K 1J6
416-530-4599

Fax: 905-826-6643
vern_dji@@msn.com

PAST CO-PRESIDENT'S:
Lynn & Fred Kuzyk
1305 Ester Drive
Burlington, Ont L7P 1L.2
905-336-0251
fkuzyk{@cgocable. net

EDITOR “THE BLURB":
Sylvia Balfour

39 Newman Drive
Cambridge, Ontario
NIS 1Al

519-621-1772

fax: S19-623-1966
yew@golden.net
WEBSITE:

hitp:

//[members. xoom,com/mscec/

TREASURER:

Jenny Beer

30 Parsons Ave

Caledon East, Ont LON 1E0
905-584-0619

Fax: 416-744-7696
sj.beerf@sympatico.ca

CLUB LIASON:
Audrey Beer

RR#3, Bolton, Ontario
L.7E 5RY
905-857-7320
905-857-3210 (fax)

‘Morqan

First of the real sports cars

THE BLURBS is published 8 lime/year.
Address changes should be directed
to the Editor.

Material is not copynghted, however
please note source if using. We do nat
intentionally infringe on copyrights of
material borrowed for publication

Dues are payable before Jan 31 of
each year to the Treasurer.

INTERCLUB EVENTS:
Ed Burman

156 Robertlee Dr

P.O. Box 268

Carp, Ont KOA 1L0O
613-839-3041
elburman@cyberus.ca

WESTERN SCRIBE:

Ron Theroux

MOG NW (Northern Rep).
5794 Kilkee Dr

Surrey, B.C. V38 6EY
604-576-2957
ronsmog(@home.com

EASTERN SCRIBE:

Greg Kaufman

GoMoG, Ottawa MOG

P.O. Box 385

Woodlawn, Ontario KOA 3IMO
613-832-3620

toad{@storm.ca

ROAMING SCRIBE:

Dr F. (Art) Sharpenwessel
Teching Temple

Teching, Tibet (for now)
Phone: none

Dutics: depends
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