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CREDO QUIA ABSURDUM EST! ik ssconser .

Thisisacorrectiontothe giossaries that appear in every English car
manual vou've ever seen

Here at last 1s a direct translation of Chaucer’s famous Glossarie of
Mekcanikie Termes, first written in the fourteenth century and immedi-
ately misplaced by scholars until just last Tuesday evening, complete
with modern updates to reflect current English usage

Allen Key
backlash
ball joints
bleeding

castellated

Clevis

core plug

damper

drag link

dry sump
dynamo
electrode
field coils
grommet
end float
halfshafts
helical
hypoid
impeller
journals
kingpin
mandrel
manifold
needle rollers

oil bath

Journeyman locksmith at the Abingdon works. from
1937 to 1963

A mild term describing the spouse's reaction to your
decision to acquire anotner MG

Establishments of ili-repute found in the less desirable
parts of town

An English expletive
work'”

“The bleeding brakes don't

A traditional finish to one end of chassis nuts to com-
memorate Wellington's victorv over Napoleon at Wa-
terloo. in the duchy of Chassis.

Distant relative of Elvis Presley, famous for his system
of handbrake links.
A test sample to determine an engine's soundness,

taken by drilling a piug from the block with a special
hollow drill bit.

Archaic weather forecasting term used to describe the
sudden shower that catches you with the top down.

An unacknowledged connection to one who engages in
standing-start racing instead of touring. e.g.. a brother-
in-law that is a hotrodder

A condition often found in older MGs, caused by all the
oil leaking out of the motor.

The indisidual tna car ciub that seems 1o be the only
one to get any work done.

Any metal tool heid near a battery, especially a screw-
driver, when you least expect it.

Ignition parts found by farmers in their roadside fields.
usually thrown there by irate Lucas victims.

A cosmeticrubberring, used to hide missing insulation
on wires where they pass through a metal sheet.

the axial movement you feel when your solid axle car
traverses a whoopdedoo.

The parts you are left with after you hear a loud snap
followed by a grinding noise from the rear axle.

A special deviousness: “I'm having trouble setting up
my MG's differential gears because they are helical.”

An extra-4ow form of helical.

The final reason to undertake a project long delayed:
“The water pump's failure finaily impelled me to re-
build the motor.”

Monthly magazines showing easily-made repairs, such
as replacing crankshaft bearings.

A gang leader, usually ends up in prison or on suspen-
sion.

A type of African baboon noted for its habit of only
eating the centers of fruit.

A great many: “The manifold leaks in my MG's radiator
caused me to spin on that ;ast corner.”

Old. inner<ity women that have turned to lives of crime
.1 order to supply their knitting and sewing habits.

The dousing you get when changing the oil fiiter on an

panhard rod

pinion

ratchet
Seat squab
semi-floating

setscrew

shackle

shell bearing

solenoid

spanner

speedometer

stub axie

swivel pin
track rod

wet sump

windscreen

MCA 1500. (It's even worseon a TR - Ed.)

A French connecting rod

A small pine tree whose wood is used to build Morgan
cowl supports e
Jeposits leit in abandoned garages by iarye rodents
A small game hen tound in Spain

Typical driving position during a heavy rainstorm.

A small locating screw that is broken off ur prerusted
at the factory arter installation

A semi-fiexibie coupling describing an MU owrer s re-
lationship with the MG

A temporary replacement bearing purchased at a gas
station.

A particulariv insidious form of paranoia that f
quently strikes after a frame-up restoration Svm
are fear that the restored vehicie couid pecom
only exampie left in the world

An iron worker that travels across the country to wors
on suspension bridces

A universally inaccurate instrumernt used as the soie
basis of outrageous stories told at clud p.zza jeeds

A remanufactured piece made from a halishait

A kingpin's girlfniend, or moll

An especially stiff anti-sway bar used on.v for racing
An external sign of a serious oil leak

A device erected in front of the cockpit aiter the wind-

shield has been folded down, to keep the bugs out of
one's teeth and hair.

Reprinted with perm:ssion from MGA'

'and submitted by Jamie Pfeifer.

Re-reprinted fram FORMAT, a monthly
publication of the Morgan Plus Four
Club, California.
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Have you never seen
a ham operator before?
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Conclusion

"Another funny thing which

n came up was when they asked
o] what system we used for
‘8 filing things, and I said
..c ':"‘. B : ’ .
oF They said "What's that?',
0 and I said 'As far as I'm
= concerned, it's the English
- alphabet'. It finished - no
— more questions!"
-
0
O
o
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0
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BLURB In terms of Morgans never that we didn't have public liability
dving, I seem to remember talking to insurance, which we had for the
Chris Charles about a Morgan that whole world, but I didn't have it
was rear-ended 1in the States. . I for North America, because at that
believe he was able to get that one time I wasn't selling any cars at
going again. all in North America. And, of
course, the other big one, where the
PM He did. 1It's on the road now. Department of Transpoit 1in America
After the accident, when everyone was very good to us actually, was
assumed the petrol tank had blown that the car shouldn't have been.ln
1p, it still had three gallons in the States. I know they went 1n,
Lt. Chris Charles got it back, and but, strictly speaking, that actual
confirmed it, and the tank wasn't car was supplied to Canada, but.was
damaged. taken across the border by 1it's
third owner. The Department of
That was a very unfortunate Transport said '"You've always been
incident, largely my own fault, and, very honest with us. We will support
really, advice from my lawyer. I you". But, of course it aant.the
showed him the original letter I'd Supreme Court, and I didn't have
got, and he said "With your five million or ten million. It was
reputation in America, you ought to settled. It didn't hurt us badly at
respond". When I saw a QcC the end of the day, in that 1t was
afterwards, he said '"Well, the fact spread over two vyears, and, 1n
that you responded implied that you actual fact, we Jjust made a very
accepted their jurisdiction". I small profit in the second year.
subsequently found out that the .
other lawyers thought we were part It was a very 1interesting case. It
of, British Leyland, with massive taught me an awful lot 'about
resources. They wouldn't Dbelieve American jurisdiction. And 1t was

Continued on Page 10



THE PREZ SE7 |

Since Audrey and that well known lei-about Reg have been in Hawaii for most of
February, and since this letter recently arrived, I decided to let Marlies make
a "guest appearance" in The Prez Sez.

PS On checking with Audrey, who-had just arrived back at noon that day,

on whether she wished to lay claim to her "spot", she said "My article

is short and sweet - Here today, gone to Maui!"

Just a short note and a copy of a letter*recently

received, as you will note,. Audrey has also received a

copy of the same, but since she is away for the month

I will answer today, indicating that our club is interested
in participating.

You might want to print some excerpt from it in your next
Blurb, Alan is a member of the same type of

set-up with BMW (motorcycles of course) and the information
given lists name and telephone contact only, indicating
proximity from nearest town, and what is available,

ie friendly chat and coffe, to garage space or towing

in case of break-down, and a coded listing of what each
individual is able or willing to offer.

I would think that this is something that could be
exchanged within various clubs, including England, Germany,
Holland etc. were there is a fair number of Morgan members,
and could possibly include calling someone up if in the
area to get some inside tips on touring, local attractions
etc. while on vacation in that particular area or country
without involving the 'member' with more than a phonecall.

Anyway, I think it opens up all kinds of possibilities

for var. Morgan Owners to have more contact with one another,
especially in case of breakdown and would be most helpful

to all of the Europeans who might take part in the

1990 Run.

I have also received a couple of letters from the
Regalia person in Holland, regarding Regalia mainly,
but also questioning the feasibility of the '90 RUN,
and it seems that a group of them might be coming to take
part, keeping in mind, that the Europeans are much better
equipped for a holiday of the length required, since
they do get anywhere from 4 weeks and up in vacation time.

I did mention in my reply to his questions, that we tend
to be a bit more hospitable than folks over there, mainly
because we are for the most part better equipped to handle
company, improvising with a spare cot etc. and in general
having more spacious living accomodations, hence it might
be possible for some of us to offer a night or two BB
to some fellow Morgan Owners.

Also I have updated the list you mailed, some members
had paid for more than one year previously and some paid
very early in the season, directly to audrey, obviously
somehow Ron did not get an update. Hope my notes are clear.
If you have any questions, please do give me a call.

X The letter proposes the establishment of a list of names and telephone
numbers of Morgan owners willing to offer assistance to kindred spirits
in trouble away fram hame. More in the May issue.



EVENTS

8th Annual British Sportscar Fleamarket & Car Show

-

MALN AT

HA™M\LTON

Snack Bar

Prize for Best Club Display

Mag 27 te Mag 28 Leaden, Ont.

Ceme jein the Londen run with the Bersit Triumph Club. More
details te follow in the spring issue |

Fer mere iafermation contact : John Bawer (519) 663 - 0853

Reprinted from The Ragtop, Winter,1989, magazine of the Toronto Triumph Club.

The Western New York MG Club has arranged a trip to Niagara-on-the-Lake
on April 22&23, and has invited the Western New York Morgan Club. We have
not been invited, but I'm sure there would be no abjection if anyone
happened to stray into NOTL that weekend!! ’



FHIFORE AL

Notice the deliberate mistake - the
editorial car is NOT on the cover of
this 1issue! Notice also, though,
that the new colour cover policy has
been maintained. The March issue
features the "Tribute to Henry Ford"
cover - any colour you like, as long
as 1it's Dblack. The photograph is
from a Morgan Motor Company Ltd.
brochure, contributed by member
Chris Charles of CMC Enterprises
Ltd.:.

This leads rather nicely to a policy
qguestion: should the Blurb accept
commercial advertisments? I raise
this subject because E was
approached recently by a company
which would like to place an
advertisment in the Blurb, and,
having given the matter some
consideration, I believe
advertisments should be accepted.

The purpose of the Blurb, in my
opinion, is to entertain and inform
club members. Ideally the focus
should be first on club events, then
on matters Morgan, then on general
motoring topics, then on whatever it
takes to £fill the Blurb. Clearly,
commercial advertisments have the
potential to inform members in all
areas except the first.

A survey of club magazines received
through the inter-club reciprocal
system reveals no consistent pattern
but commercial advertisments appear
in Format (California), RoughRider
(Wwashington, DC), Miscellany (UK)
and Ragtop(Toronto Triumph). Our
club 1is much smaller than these
clubs, and our membership is
somewhat more dispersed than I
suspect is the case for theirs. We

have, at the time of writing, 70
paying members. How, then, would we
arrive at a suitable advertizing
rate? As a first step, I propose
that advertisments be 1limited to
business card size 1i.e. eight per
page, and be free for paying
members. This would be consistent
with past practice, under which we
have featured CMC Enterprises Ltd.,
and, hopefully, increase membership
and associated revenues. Since Blurb
costs are less than membership
revenues at the moment, and since
the marginal cost of producing more
Blurbs will certainly not exceed
existing costs, this would increase
revenues available for other club
purposes, and also provide more
information to members. The
practice, if instituted, can be
monitored over time, and adjusted as
seems appropriate.

Accordingly, I have provided a
complimentary copy of this issue of
the Blurb to Canadian companies
whose advertisments appear in
Ragtop. Should any of them decide to
respond to this proposal, become
HogMog members and send 1in their
business cards, those cards,
together with those of any existing
members wishing to advertise, will
be featured in the May issue, UNLESS
there 1is a strong expression of
opposition to this idea from
existing members, in which case the
membership cheques will be returned.

If past practice is any guide to the
future, the Blurb is about to enter
the age of advertizing. If not, this
proposal will, at last, have
succeeded in provoking some
feedback!

REGISTRATION NOTIFICATIONS SINCE THE JANUARY BLURB

Mike Compass John Preston Peter and Rose Whitworth
W.J.MacKenzie John Roberts Bill Woodland
Peter and Dorothy Pfahl Ken Voss



FEEDBACK

Chr istopher Ball

1927 Glendale Dr. Magazine of the Toronto
Pickaring, Ont.
e T Triumph Club, Inc.

(418) 831 - 6395

| hove just taken over as editor of the Ragtop Magazine, and Stuart Beatty
forwarded all the recently received club letters and sagazines o me. | was
very pleasad to sse yours amoungst them and sould very such |ike to continue
gatting It. In foct | would love to see an original of the Jan. ‘89 issua |f
you stil| have soma | Either way | would appreciate a brief note regarding
your costs on the colour, as | am looking into the possibllity of a colour
cover for Ragtop, once a year.

Enclosed is a copy of my first issua of RAGTOP. Pleasa excuse the typos and
such. |t was a classic "worst case” picture at the Ball household, with
everyona sick after Xmas. Mext issua sy wife will proof it |

| enjoyed seeing the Morgans at the last British coar day. | hope that we'l|
sea sore of your wonderful cars in the susser of '89.

In advance John | thank you for your time in digging up those costs.

Yours sincerely,

Christopher Ball

Rl to Preserve the Triumph

Chris Chapman,
29, Heronscroft,
Bedford,
MK41 9LS,
GT. BRITAIN.
Oth. February,1989.

Dear Mr. Collins,

with the blessing and encouragement of
Peter Morgan, my co—author Dr. Jake Alderson and I are
writing a book on the campetion history of the four-
wheeled Morgan. Indeed, it was Peter who gave me a copy
of your magazine, containing your address, when I visited
the factory a couple of weeks ago.

I would be very grateful if you could help us with our
research into Morgan racing in North America, especially
during the nineteen fifties and sixties. If you are able
to put us in touch with anyone who was involved with
tuning or campeting during that period it would be a
great help.

T

I lock forward to hearing from you,
Yours sincerely,
Chris Chapman.

Over to you HogMoggers in particular and Morgan fans

in general. You may write directly to Chris, or, 1f you
prefer, write to the Blurb, and I will forward the
material. Either way, it would be nice if you let the
Blurb know that you are responding. Whilst not wishing
to scoop the authors, we are always looking for suitable
typewriter-fodder.

Their print nun is about 500 (ours is about 100) .

NEWS FROM THE FRONT!!

Chris Charles, just back from a visit to the factory, tells me that the waiting
list is now up to ten years. The popular press has been featuring Morgan of late,
and the orders have been flooding in. Chris says that Derek Day told him they just

don't know what to do with the orders.

A e

Phone (519) 743-2491

C.M.C. ENTERPRISES

Sales, Service & Parts
Chris Charles

1138 King Street E., Kitchener, Ontario N2G 2N4
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~ST. ANDREW S=Z x
COURT ACADEMY N

Do your friends call you a Wallflower
or Social Leper behind your back? ,
Enroll now in my

*ommm @

|} SPLITTERS & SHAVERS

‘ou too can have that ugly fixed
windscreen on your Drophead Coupe

converted to a fold-down type by

ST. ANDREW'S COURT ACADEM)Y TOMAS LOG & WINDSCREEN SPLIT-
ERS! Can be in permanently horl

AND FINISHING SCHOOL FOR
WALLFLOWERS AND SOCIAL LEPERS
Be aroomed to lead sina-songs, wave a baton
authoritatively, and tell jokes.
Have your photo appear in the BLURR more than
anyone else! And Tearn to brag convincinaly ’)
about it yet get away with it. You too may be (L~
next year's Peoples' Choice at Niagara: r~

¥ |

FECPLES CHOICE
GT-NAJOR (RETD) GEO LALEORD, - 4(Y)
DROD, (STONUEY CRECK FLISILEERS)

\\//gm N
,_ra’\;’é-lz (advertisement)

%&ﬁff LIMEHOUSE
HIGH TENSION LEAD INSULATOR R n——

YES FRIENDS, that's right! Save $1500. From advertisments in the Blurb:

the honest folks who sold you the pill that
lets you run your car on pure water (if you

can find such a thing) HE SUBLIME BLURB
Now we bring you an incredible device for :
. g JH } TnCrediol f February,1982.
curing all your ills - the LIMEHOUSE HIGH '
éSUPER TENSION LEAD INSULATOR (Patent applied for) B
VALUE Sto solve all those problems with your carbs,
distributor, coil, cam shaft flat spots, pis- THE BLURB,
ton chatter, and bald tires.
- ril,1980.
Already endorsed by a prominent member of Ry
the Morgan Owners Grour and assiduously test- Ieft
ed in a Georgetown aca

ontal position or at a sliahtly

extra charge can be hinged

cwina unwavrd +ta farilitat el
swing upward to facilitate rais

\
(/]

Top Left

GREATEST THE INESTIMABLE BLURB
AUTOMOTIVE LIMEHQUSE Octaber, 1981.
ADVANCE PROMOTIONS
SINCE THE INC.
CHEVY 11!

R Shier, Prop.

as sound as a dollar
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Its streets had filled > f So when the national Morgan Owners Sroup
The town of York had | 2083 Was founded by a Toronto troupe,

yoth Mayor William Lyc ie, Instead of cat, stork, or frog,

By now whip I

mascot had to be a hog.
lhy, my mind at 1

hire ourselves
on the ditches

B This year the English Moraan folk,
Thought it would make quite a
If the British Sports Car MOG
Celebrated with their own ho
'‘We really do not give two fi
If Canada was first with pigs.”

joke,

The people mo d 'though clean it was,
d, and all because
s laughed at like some clown,
1e nation called "Porktown".
reverse 111 fame
to" as York's new name,
t Proper Noun,
d the place "Hogtown".

The Brits all laughed,

As Canadians chaffed

To maintain their copyright,
HOGMOG was going to take its fight
To the world's Hog Market Boards,
And to the British House of Lords.

Their York, t
And seeking t
They chose
But in lieu

The nation j

a
a
Their burgh wa
n

® v

Both clubs' treasuries were soon depleted,
Neither would admit to being defeated,
Legal fees rose as tort on tort

Was presented to the Highest Court,

But Canada warned, "This is no ruse,

We'll simply raise our next year's dues

w

THE INESTIMABLE BLURB: September,1980.
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Continued from Page 3

funny because, about the legality of
the car, the female judge said "I'm
not considering the fact that
Morgans should not have been 1in
America, because Morgans sell cars
throughout the world". Well, that's
all right, because it was up to
America to stop it coming in, of
course. And she said "In any case, I
don't think it's fair on the
plaintiff".

It was really strange, because I
know T went over and slept
beautifully right up until the
deposition, which turned out OK, and
I know the night after I couldn't
sleep at all because I was answering

questions the whole night - still
going, still working. Another funny
thing which came up was when they

asked what system we used for filing
things, and I said "A B C". They
said "what's that?", and I said '"As
far as I'm concerned, it's the
English alphabet". It finished - no
more questions. There were quite a

lot of laughs, actually, quite a lot
of laughs.

It was said afterwards by the
lawyers that they never wanted to

see Peter Morgan 1in Detroit again.
That's diverting a bit

BLURB A very interesting diversion

PM Delivery delays:as I say, it's
about a year or eighteen months
overseas.

BLURB You mentioned one 1in the
Falklands and one in St. Helena.

Have they been there long?

PM The Falklands one has been there

quite a 1long time. It's a four
seater. Must be four years, five
years. It was about two years after
the incident. It is an Englishman,
the one who deals with the
jurisdiction side of things. The
reason, which 1s gquite an amusing

little story, 1is that, it's said
that the Governor there runs around
in a London taxi, so , not to be
outdone, this chap thought he'd have

a Morgan 4/4 four seater. So he did.

DoOES TH#(s Feetou
Coweins EVEE Kun oaT
OF Stety COMMENTST

BLURB I'd better scotch
any rumours that the one 1in St.
Helena was supplied to Napoleon.

I suppose

PM Oh, no,
be a relation!

No; NOwees s s It might

BLURB I've often wondered if there
is such a thing as a profile of the
average Morgan buyer.

PM Well, that's very difficult. I
think the way I'd like to comment on
that 1is about my two big bonuses,
owners and staff. I 1like to work
with the staff, except at wage
negotiation time, when I'd like to
wring their necks!

BLURB That's normal!

PM Yes, that's normal. By and large
they're terrific. There have been
occasions when I've said to them

"Look, cash flow is not very good at
the moment", and then they really
get down to it - they can all be
very helpful. And the other thing,
of course, is the owners of Mcrgans.



They're really good. They can be
very critical, and what they expect
is a good solid answer. And I will
tell them, 1. the propiem 1is
mechanical, vyou can give them a
reason. At the end of the day, if
you really want improvements to
that, are you prepared to pay more?
and they've always accepted that.
But you can't fob off a Morgan

owner. You've got to give a
straight, honest reply, and they'll
always accept 2 =it They're

marvellous, but as I say, they're
quite critical.

I've had terrific feedback from
owners generally, and changes have
been made. The last change, really,
which partly came about through the
owners, was the change 1in the
painting system. People were coming
round and asking if they could get a
better paint job, and were quite
willing to pay more for it. And I
thought, well, now's the time,
because there are times when you can
put the price up, and times when you
can't, About four years ago I
couldn't - Germany was very
difficult; the exchange rate wasn't

too good. What we found this last
time was that the very fact of
painting the wing unit separatelv,
fitting the wing, taking it down and
painting it fully, then refitting it
again meant adding two more people
here. Actually, that's why I'd never
done it in the past. I'd always
wanted to, because when we rebuilt a
car it was always a better job. I
didn't do it purely and simply

because I knew perfectly well it
would generate a price increase.

Then we came to a period of time
when you could afford to do it, when
people wanted gquality. Lots of 4/4's
want chromed wire wheels: about 85
to 90% want chromed wire wheels.
It's amazing - if you go and look at
the length of the build tickets I am
amazed at what people want in all
the little extras, because the
mechanical specification we do not
change. Different coloured piping
around the seats, and dual colour
schemes, which, personally, I don't
like on a four wheeled car.

BLURB I tend to agree with you on
that, but a lot of people,
especially in the States, 1ike these

things. I remember the first visit I
made to Luray in 1979; the car that
won the concours had the bell
housing chromed, and I remember the
owner touching up the paint on the
exhaust manifold just before

judging. That was Mort Kuff, I
believe.

PM Yes, well he was one of the
first really to ever do a real
concours job on a Morgan. But it's
interesting because you hardly ever
see a standard Morgan being
produced. We even have two qualities
of leather, and a lot of people go
for the more expensive type.

I think the car tends to appeal to
the young... certainly the young in
mind. It's a pity, perhaps, that
prices have gone up, though, some

years ago I did an exercise on the
increases in price on Morgans, and I
found that, compared to the Mini,
the Jaguar and the Rover, the
Morgan, actually, had increased less
over a period of time. We were quite
pleased about that. I make the point
because that's one way in which I
think my father was so clever,
because we've never been able to
make anything cheaper than he could.
If we modify something, 1it's always
more expensive. He could make the
thing work, but he'd worked it out
the cheapest way, and I say he's
much cleverer to make a cheap car
than an expensive one. When money's
no object, you can do all kinds of
things, but when you're buildin
down to a price, then you really are
sorting, yourself out.
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* Anyone wanting further details please contact Audrey Beer directly.
She has the Miscellanys. '
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Y AFFAIR WITH Morgan goes way back. [ mean way
B back. Long before 1 learned to drive even. | began ad-

miring these cars in early pages of the very magazine

' you're holding. pages that defined Morgans in terms of honest
flat radiators at one end and twin spare tires at the other. The
trikes” character was even stronger. with thumping V-twins

. hanging off the front propelling their single rear wheel. skittery

little contraptions looking like tiny hlplancx sans wings and tail.

[” H‘hi(‘h our ]‘esiale”[ ‘/l()ggle /}'eak Given my empathy (some would call it mania), imagine my

delight in bemo invited to Morgan Motor Company’s 75th anni-

Celebra[es Be/gl'a” agh versary celebrations. And. while you're at it. imagine my First-

O B Born Suzanne's delight in learning she was to accompany me as

) f A7y 1 - . ] a high school graduation present. It was quite enough to encour-
sliding pillars and other things it L e 08

/ 3 /\ . / . / Cast vour mind back to 1909 and Malvern Link. Worcester-
that gO *Sq“ea nthe ’”g 1 shire. when and where. respectively. H.ES. Morgan assembled a
3-wheel Runabout of particularly elegant design. especially in
light of the time and genre. Trikes of the pcrmd were nothing
more than cvclecars pla\mg a tax scam. And cyclecars tended to
An evidently proud Peter Morgan displays a many-candled cake. be tacky indeed. with the trikes™ only edge being that they

; passed for motorcycles in the eyes of His .\Li]c‘\l\ s Inland Reve-
nue. Evidently Mr Morgan’s e\amplc met the tax criterion ad-
mirably without memarl\mo the tackiness side of things.
because a queue quickly formed and. before long. there was a
waiting list. Over the years. the list has done nothing but grow.
to the point that loda\ s enthusiasts may wait three to five years
(!”!) for Morgans, which leave the works at a rate of nine per
week. Suppl\ and demand in action. eh?

H.ES. and his little company did okay for themselves. peak-
ing at something like 50 trikes per week during the Twenties
'\lOEElL 3-wheelers remained in production until 1950 and. in-
deed. of the total 50.000 Morgans produced to date. roughly
half of them have been trikes.

A 4-wheel prototype appeared as early as 1922, but. sensing
4-wheel motoring as merely a passing fad. H.E.S. shelved the
idea until 1936. By this time. his son Peter was doing odd jobs
around the works, not to say putting a couple of the prototype 4
4's wheels into the lake adjoining the family’s Berkshire country
house. The nomenclature 4/4. by the way. was adopted to iden-
tify the count of this Morgan’s wheels and cylinders: plain and
simple. This refreshing stralomtor\urdnvsu prevailed in naming
later models: When \anouard began supplying the works with a
larger 4-cylinder engine in 1950. it went into the Plus 4. When
Rover V-8s started arriving at Malvern Link in 1968. each left
the works powering a Plus 8.

Other pivotal dates that Moggie freaks are fond of reminding
one another about include 1954, 1963 and now. The first is
when the flat radiator gave way to the current curved variant.
largely because Lucas sloppcd producing teardrop headlamps.
The second marks the Earls Court debut of the Plus 4 Plus. an
aerodynamically styled fiberglass coupe. of which only 50 were
built over a 2-year pcrmd And this year will be remembered for
several things: introduction of a fuel- lmcgh.d Plus 8: semiretire-
ment of that famous muscle- -building duo. Cam and Peg. in fa-
vor of two wimps named Rack and Pinion: and. of course. the
entire todo celebrating 75 vears of this nonsense.

Celebratory aspects included everything from a proper civic
reception hosted by the Malvern District Council to an occa-
sionally improper Noggin and Natter. Morganites’ interpreta-
tion of the term “‘cocktail party.” \unmpdn\mo these
behaviorial extremes came a day at Prescott Hill Climb (where

BY DENNIS SIMANAITIS

Maurice Owen. director of Morgan's Daughter Suz did the family proud by serving as flag marshal at
development and engineering. surrounded Pardon Hairpin). The day following at Eastnor Castle was com-
by the tools of his trade. not 1o say some plete w ith concours. auto tests and rc«ulm stands. Our American
other things as well. . contingent. close to 80 strong, also had a long (and loud) dinner

at Upton-on-Severn’s Star Hotel. presndgd over by Maurice
Owen, ex-officio host of the place as well as Morgan's director of
development and engineering. It was he. for example. who did
much of the Plus 8 development. The Star was suitably outfitted #>

JRB ORIGINAL PLAGLARI SM
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{mong the things that never change are en-
thusiasm and sliding pillars

also serve who onlyv stand and flag
First-Born Suz at Prescont

PHOTOS BY THE AUTHOR, JOHN BLAKEMORE & ART FLORES
ROAD & TRACK .




for the day. displaying as it did a Union Jack. Lucas banner and
California flag. the last for Bill Fink of Isis Imports. Morgan’s
U.S. agent. A “*No Parking - Police Order™ sign was also pmud
out front. “That's to leave room for interesting older Morgans.”
Maurice said. ~It’s actually our sign.” he confessed “but every
50 often. the police pick it up by mistake so we have to go fetch
it from them.”

A neat character. Maurice. and a wonderfully refreshing con-
trast from his opposite numbers at some other automakers. We
were talking of the scads of absolutely mint Morgans around.
vet how ~uuﬂ_\ his own Plus 8 was. “'It’s also our d\\dwpmcnl
car.”” Maurice said by way of explanation. "and we never seem
to find time for pounding out the odd dent it gets. There are
always bits and pieces being tried out on it. you know.”

[t seems some of these bits and pieces have been under devel-

opment for more than a decade now: for instance. telescopic
shocks replacing the aged lever-arm units at the rear. How are
they coming along? * "“You used to hit the first bump in a Mor-
gan. miss the second one and hit the third. With these. vou
touch the road in between.”” Maurice said

And right he is. Peter Morgan. chairman and managing direc-
tor since 1958. was kind enough to offer us a day with his own
Plus 8. having not only the new shocks. but also the rack-and-
pinion steering and fuel injected powerplant. Out of deference
to its \)\\n;r\hlp and condition (it had been pretty heavily
flogged by previous journalists). my drive of MMC 11 was rela-
ll\cl) gentle. Nonetheless. | can report that it rides more
smoothly than any previous Morgan. which is akin to saying
Atilla’s nephew is more polite than any previous Hun. Its steer-
ing no longer puts hair on the chest of young maidens. though |
still lament what it will do for their biceps. And its fuel-injected
performance would make for a good race with an Isis Imports
turbo V-8 {see our recent road test. August 1980)

If you agree that August 1980 is, in fact. recent, then vou're
truly into ‘the spirit of appreciating Morgans. H.ES designed
the sliding pillar front suspension in 1909. and it has been a

Contentment is a top down. a folded windscreen and a iwisty re ad

feature of every Morgan since ruction
once dictated wooden structures (the best wood being Belgian
ash) cloaked in sheet metal perched atop a steel frame: and S0 it
is with the Morgan today. “I'm never averse 1o change if 1t
good reason.” said Peter Morgan. ““though the car should keep
to a definite theme.” As. indeed. it does

There thev were at Prescott Hill Climb: theme and vanatons.
the earliest ones tiff-tiffing up the hill. the racing trikes becom-
ing bikes momentarily as thu blatted past us at Pardon H: rpin.
the hill's steepest and unmul corner. Then came 4-wheel cars
mixed with later 3-w heelers a cycle-fender Le Mans Replica. a
postwar F4 4-seater displaying decidedly more people than tires.
a rare Drophead Coupe W hose passenger had recently retired
from the works—having started there in 1915! Last. the recent
cars: Plus 4s galore. one of the rarest Plus 4 Plus ( 4/4s
and Plus 8s. Last up the hill was Peter Morgan himself. talked
into taking a run in MMC 11 He did so at a pace well bevond
ordinary touring.

he British certainly know how to do motor sports Wonder-
fully cordial people. picnic lunches arranged on blankets over
vunlx green hills cut h\ a narrow twisting road. The cars can be
heard from start to finish and can be seen for much of the climb
A particularly well wrought corner brings polite applause from
the spectators. and this is audible too.

Suzanne is off to college now. with her mind’s eve on a vellow
4-seater of which she has grown fond. | suspect s n.kdx) she'll
recall that her affair with Morgan goes way back

Proper motorcar const

1S tor

oupes
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. Dill Finh puts final |

“unofficial U.K. headgua

Imports

BY SUZANNE SIMANAL
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I have taken some liberty with the following doggerel.

However, if you

were =0 check a road map the villages of Cottesloe and Warsaw can be

found just east of Peterborough, and as a point of interest the car that

roared alongside of us for so many a mile was white in colour, and now

as promised -

Moggining in Ilambic Pentameter

by Peter George

Me and my buddy and brother Joe
We started out from near Cottesloe
The village of Warsaw was home those days

Far removed from Toronto's maddening ways

We hadn't much spare spending cash
The tires were low and we needed gas
But when e ~hing was all said and done

My old plus four was there ready to run

we tore off in the middle of the night
Just like any civilized Moggie might
We left the side curtains and the top

But then the night was clear so why not

Flying low and flying wide
Qut onto a deserted highway seven we did glide
A Wasaga fun weekend was our aim

Chasing bikini clad beauties was to be the game

We went through many a sleepy place
And left them behind at a hectic pace
We did meet village cops along the way

But being in a hurry couldn't stop to play

From Beaverton onto Oriliia we did roar
The gas pedal was matted to the floor
Past a curve we got a frightful scare

For a car had just brought its lights to bear

Q T35 08I0 .08F5 .0 =I5

From its low slung nature we could tell
It had plenty speed even enough to sell
On a straight stretch up he sifted

And around the next curve we poth drified

For a mile or so he matched our speed

0f curves and hills he took no heed
He had a line so crisp and clean

1+ was obvious he was Donald's dream
He had twin pots and a clumsy cluten

He had a speed few other cars could touch
We were tangling with a Healey at ninety-five

He wasn't panting but he shified into overdrive

For mile upon mile on we thundered
Leaving the night-time silence mutely plunderea
We entered Orillia at one hundred and ten

Slowing down for a minute, then accelerating 2gas

My buddy looked sick and Joe was a wreck
But stil] me and that Healey were neck ana neck
Throughout the race no cops did chase

They couldn't face our relentless pace

The race came to an end in Waubashene
it had tested both man and his machine
He continued north on 103

While I turned left tet—e nlan:
€o the

(5%
w
W
w

After many a mile over hill and aale
That night did leave me with this tale
And even today I'd like to say

[t is stil]l a fond memory in every way
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wWhat Dad Can Do, P HJ S 4 YEARS ;@, -
HJ AGO o © =

So Can Daughter

Te maintain the poetic integrity of this two page spread,
reprints from 1984 are featured!

'S2222222 22222222}
- ' *
Morgans by Rebecca Peace “0 "6 ,,_f?f'f,f,f?f’ff,, “0 "6
To marque the 75th Anniversary of the
Morgan Motor Company, Mr. Collins has
turned all poetic on us, and has penned
a limited (very limited, thank goodness)
number of Morganic Verses. To prevent
hat people come to see from near anz far. HogMoggers from 0.D.ing on bad poetry,
we have rationed the number of
"masterpieces" appearing in any Blurb!

5

What is the name of tnat slick car

Th rty sh nd cute size,
e sporty shape a ute siz Ciite G5

May its owner stand or rise. Duesenberg of Connersville in sunny L A
Darling of the darlings of the silver screen,
Diplomats and congressmen,
Listen to the motor, the deep throatea sound, Debutantes and gangscers:
Doyen of the classics that the world has seen.
faw qan he drive 1%, 40 clese to the ground. Proud Hispano Suiza in the capitals of Europe
Paragon of comfort having style, flair, grace;

Pride of Prussian noblemen,

[t seems like a mirage in the sky, Pptentates, princes:
Praetorian conveyance of a rich, rare race.
It sure doesn't roll, it just flies,
Basic British Morgan, with tattered top and
sidescreens
Bumping over cart tracks in the damp, cold days;
Compared to modern cars of tzday, Beloved of civil servants,

'+ could still . a4 - Brokers, clerks and clerics:
Lessould sEIL Deat, 2 Snpahe 2nyway Built even now in Malvern in the same old ways.
Pormgens

John Collins, with apologies to John Masefield

HOGMOG HOGMOG HOGMOG Home Thoughts From Abroad

Oh, to be in England
LINES WRITTEN IN MEMORY OF LURAY Now that April's there,
John Collins For the sportscar fiend in England
Breathes the bracing, springtime -~ .r
As the hardtops that had seemed a must
Just a month before can now be thrust

Lonely as a Silver Cloud
I wandered south through morning fogs,
But by the e'en I saw a crowd,

A host of multicoloured Mogs: Aside, and the tonneau takes a bow
Parked outside hotels, motels, bars, In England, now!
Congregated 'neath the stars. And after April, warm May mellows
The throaty sound of the engines' bellows:
The next few days were filled with fun Hark, to the mighty roar of the red Plus 8
As cars were polished, on display; Which scatters young spring lambs in fields of clover
Some the autocross did run, As it pulls from a standing start at the old lych-gate
Others rallied half the day: And demonstrates that a Morgan, powered by Rover,
The grand finale, a banquet fine, Is simply just too potent and too nifty
Good fellowship, and meat, and wine. For an old XK 150!

Sad to say, the winner of this bet
Though only once this trip was made Was later caught in a hidden speedtrap, set
Fond memories of carefree rides, In a Morris Minor, painted black
which gradually, with time, will fade -Far brighter than this custom Cadillac!
Are oft rekindled, using slides:
The cars, the places they have been,
Reincarnate on the screen.

John Collins, with apologies to Robert Browning

But Wordsworth is, I hear you cry, .
Made mute by death's confining mist: QY5 0B85 ,08F5 .,0=435

You're right, these lines were written by * READER DISCRETION ADVISED !!

Another bloody plagiarist. ;
But one who'd rather drive for hours Approval has neither been

Than sit and look at yellow flowers. sought nor received from
Ayatollah Ruholla Khomaini.







