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1987

October 18; Octoberfest, Cambridge Ont.
Host Chris Charles.

ember 12; Christmas Party, Soho, Toronto
5 Hosts Brian & Linda Rumohr.

CLUB EXEC: Genl Factotum,Audrey Beer.
Regalia/Treasurer Marlies Sands.
Editor to be, John Collins,
Title not set, Gary MacFarlane.
Computor records,Ron Lohr.

e \\15) - MOGFEST 87 Ei;ié)'
\/,'/ _ SUNDAY OCT. 18 1987 : ?&I:

Oktoberfest at Chris Charles residence- early afternoon

B.Y.0.B. and Potluck Dish
The Charles Residence features an Indoor Pool

Directions;

Take Hwy 401 west from Toronto to Hwy 24 South (Cambridge)

South on 24 to Galt down to Hwy 8.

Left on Hwy 8 (Coronation Blvd, becomes Dundas St.)

Count 3 lights, look for Chrysler Dealership on Corner.

Turn Right onto Main.

Coun{ 2 lights after which Main splits to right Concession
to left.

Charles residence is on the corner of Conession & Peck.
(White House) Look for Moggies unless your first there, then
look for the club banner.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CLUB
PAY YER DUES::::



BLURB BIATHERINGS

Always hated that Prez's Piece, never could get it together, never
likel how it came out, wasted pages doing it, so last time scrapped
the whole thing and sat here letting my true thoughts flow, wadayerno
I got response. so here goes nothing again. .

Had great ideas as to future Blurbs starting with this one, made
my resolution that for the future as Meet turn-out was pittiful we
would concentrate on communication with the Blurb & forget all meets
after Octoberfest, give em all a rest from seeing each other or any
commitments (us too? & see what happens, cancelled the prposed Fall,
Run, & thats IT. A vegetarian year-no meets,as Al Sands put it.

As of yesterday I discover I have just under 1 week to produce
this Blurb get it printed and OUT; for Reg and I take off next Tuesday
for 2 weeks in the UK, just like that, luckily I am more or less:.up to
date with the office work so here goes.,

Numbers were down for the Niagara Meet, 22 Registered,, 48 for the
Banquet, we nearly broke even on expenses, I had the best time there
in years as there wasnt the work to do. fantastic. Asked for imput for
future Niagara hMeets, one received sounded good,alternate years at
Niagara with one year somewhere else, like Kingston, in between, then
your club Exec discussed all suggestions and came up with the final
decision that having no-one in any alternate locations to do all the
bookings/set up/ etc, it would fall on us and neither of us have the
time etc to travel all over Ontario which is what would be needed, we
have excelent rapport with people in Niagara who are willing to assist
us, great food/location/lodgings at prices not to be found anywhere
else?lots of other places around for members to g0. so we stick with
what we have as stated so well in a letter printed in this Blurb, Gary
can say it far better than I.

Our friendly Scribe from past Years has now agreed(after having his
arm re-set)to become our Editor as of end of this year, so you only
have to put up with my amature attempts for one more Blurb and then
John Collins takes over. Our new member from Guelph Ron Lohr has already
fed his membership copy into a computor and sent me mailing labels,
plus Gary has made offers to help too, FINGS IS LOOKING UP:: Marlies
Sands will be taking over as Treasurer,so all thats left is for me to
get hold of a Printer who can turn out good reproduction of photo's
and we are all set for go again. Are you with us??if so get those
memberships in. My apologies for sounding so down recently, but with
personal health problems I could really see this club floundering if
I had to start treatment] now feel better knowing we have a crew
working together and ready to keep things going. So here's to a good
1988 year for us all in the club. ;
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' McCOWAN MORGAN "ROUND-UP" '87

It's many a long year since I have
been forced to concede that Alan Sands
was the best man at a Morgan Meet, but he
was on Saturday, August 15 at the "Round-
Up" at the McCowan Farm. Hosts Peter and
Heather decided there was, to borrow from
an old cowboy song, "A Love Knot in my
Lariat", and were married in a delightful
ceremony on the lawn in the bright
sunshine. Alan was the Best Man.

Those not in the know had assumed
that the bagpiper, who was performing
sporadically throughout the day, was
there merely to placate the assembled
members of the Campbell Clan (Heather's
side of the family, of course), whose
attendance just happened to coincide with
that of the "lucky" thirteen Morgans. 1In
reality, he was to pipe us all into
position for the wedding, which can best
be appreciated through the photographs
accompanying this article, since 2Zena
Cherry impersonation is not my strong
suit.

The ensemble then moved into the
barn to congratulate Peter & Heather, and
to enjoy a splendid meal of barbecued
beef, accompanied by the usual excellent
selection of pot-luck contributions. A
few of the more adventurous souls joined
the newlyweds wending their way around
the dance floor as the -evening
progressed. Eventually, the campfire was
lit, the iron kettle suspended from the
mighty wooden tripod manoeuvered into
position, and fresh corn-on-the-cob
simmered to its succulent best.

Those who stayed overnight emerged
the next morning to a healthy breakfast
of eggs and sausages, and a surprise
slice of birthday cake provided for one
of Peter's daughters-in-law. At last,
engines were fired up, and journeys home
through sunlit sideroads were begun, as
another successful Hog Mog event ended.

I'm sure all members who attended,
as well as those who did not, will join
me in wishing Peter & Heather much
happiness in the years to come. At the
very least, Heather will notice a
significant decline in the quantity of
washing-up from that experienced on her
first morning as Mrs. McCowan!

John Collins

GUMDROP

THE SMOKE THEORY

There is & "new" theory of electronics floating around

lately. I first saw it in the journal from MOSS MOTORS, and
reported it in this colum some months ago. It has cropped
w again in the Alfa Club newsletter and the Side Mount

Mirror of the Classic Car Club. It was not until this latter
resding thet the full ramification of this theory struck
home. It was so simple! So obvious that we did not see it.
It seems that an amateur radio group had discovered how IC
circuits work. They say that smoke is the thing that makes
ICs work because everytime you let the smoke out of an IC
circuit, it stops working. They have verified this through
mmerous experiments.

And then it dawned on me. Of course! Smoke makes ALL things
electrical work. Remember the last time smoke escaped from
your Lucss voltage regulator? Didn't it quit working (if not
all of the smoke got out it probably still worked, but not
&s good as it used to)? I sat there and smiled like the
idiot that I sm. It is the wiring harness that carries the
smoke from one device to another in your MORGAN! When the
harness sprim‘s s leak, it lets the smoke out all at once,
and then nothing works. The starter motor requires a large
quantity of smoke to operate properly, and that is why the
vire going to it is so large.

Feeling very smug, I continued to expand my hypothesis. Why
are Luces Lectrics more likely to leak than say Bosch? Hmmm
Ahal Lucas is British, and all things British leak! The top
on Barbara's SNOBMOG leaks water, all British engines leak
oil, British shockers lesk hydraulic fluid, and British
tyres leak air. The British goverrment leaks secrets (ours
is not much better there)....so naturally, Lucas
MUST leak smoke. QED.

lectrics
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Dear Audrey

Enclosed is a cheque for Niagara. Once again we really enjoyed I

ourselves. I thought the Queenston Heights location was excellent

for both the Concours and the Banquet. :;LLFUD

On that topic, I feel that both the date and the location for the l

meet are fine. On the other hand I have no objection to changing PAY CLUB .UR
either providing that there is good reason to do so and, in the case R *
of the location, a suitable one can be found. The only good reason I . | DUE
can think of for a different location is that we've had it at S:

Niagara for a number of years and some people would like a change.

But where? No one has been able to come up with a location which is ,
as attractive, coveniently located and has adequate accommodations.

As far as the date, there will always be conflicts and no matter
what date (or location) is chosen you will never be able to satisfy |
all of the people all of the time. So unless a major conflict arises

I would leave the date where it fis.

The success of the meet (and the club) shouldn't be measured by IS
numbers alone. Being able to get together with a few friends who T]{I
share a common interest is important too and I can assure you that ' IAS N YO
many of us would make the trek (regardless of date and location) for Ir by BL U}?
this alone. 'PAYYOU URB.,
{ 4
As for work in the club, my previous offer to help still stands. I IT YOUR IDVT
could handle Memberships/Mailing lists and/or Treasurer and perhaps ]‘S DUE'
try to come up with some ideas for the meet to help freshen it up. I ¢ S
|
Best wishes to you and your family
Gary Maéfarlane o e =2 o = = st s ] e -
i
Audrey Beer
! . RR.#3
v - Al | Bolton, Ontario
Sjoas A L7E 5R9
WX TaNe el A
~ : ~on > |
LRe. MeaX Chcihmam, Dear Audrey:
%’\JC\&O C\\Q‘\(" maa, | -Just a note from one of your fans out there who "is listening”.
< - { A
VD&\&& Cemae 4 While I can’t offer any tangible solutions to revitalizing the
\\G (\(\ ':SL\C\ . QQ\C;VA\\ | club, I do want to let you kmow that from my point of view
) ' ¢ “-Q \ your efforts are truly appreciated.
neX wan Soedered
Yo Q aD LAYLNWRR O c‘k ' I'm sure you saw this some time ago, but for your information,
— 3 samA\
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W A MOGGINING I KNOW WE'LL GO

By Peter George

The way my wife and I annually consummate our rites of Spring
prompted me to consider to recount the tale of “The Tough and
The Timid - Harwich Ferry, England" for this article. However,
I remembered tha: in my last narrative I promised to detail
electrical modifications made to my then-newly-purchased "Nat*“.
And, to even add more insult to injury, not only am I off on a
new adventure, but I haven't yet completed “"The grand Grand
Avenue Retreat™, ast "The Wretched Wire Wonder* experiences.
ANk
So, to be fair to all who are expectantly waiting with wiring
diagrams and circuit testers, [ will expound electrical detail
according to Petar George. Consequently, the T and T story
will be shelved for the interim and the ending to “The grand
Grand Avenue Retreat“ will be recounted when I have a paragraph
or two left to fill. Also, hopefully, by that time the Statute
of Limitations will have been reached. Therefore, on to elec-
trical detail. iothing reinforces lessons learned (unlearned?)
like negative consequence. To illustrate things not to do elec-
trically, I will continue on with the Wretched Wire Wonder's 4

seater plus 4, and by doing so, will also end this sordid tale.

Let us once again return to that fateful Saturday afternoon so
long ago (this narrative is starting to sound like an old Lone
Ranger serial), when yours truiy was on the point of buying a
Morgan. My first quick inspection showed loose wires every-
where. A more thorough investigation revealed extensive damage.
The voltage control unit was burned, the insulation on the bat-
tery cables had aelted, the starting circuitry was just strands
of wires, and thare were ominous signs of a near disaster be-
hind the dash. This Morgan was Springtime bad news! A com-
plete electrical re-wire would be necessary before a wheel

would turn again.



1 am positive that the owner had planned to connect into a live (5

source behind the dash. Unfortunately, he did not realize that
firstly there is a limited fuse protection for these. behind the
dash circuits, and secondly these live circuits are continually
powered through the control unit and ammeter. Obviously this
gentleman wired a connection to ground from one of these sources
and burned out his control unit. Everyone understands "a con-
nection to ground”. To avoid this possibility, I have changed
Nat's systems. The ignition switch has a dedicated feed from
the control unit, and the ignition switch live side now feeds
the light switch. In this s2condary connection from ignition
switch to light switch I have installed a good quality in-line

fuse. MNow the control unit has some protection.

Next, | believe this gentleman did not know that the starter
solenoid is simply a switching relay. A switching relay uses a
manually energized circuit to switch on another circuit which
carries a greater current. y5u turn on the ignition key, press
the starter button, and by doing so, the starter solenoid closes
its primary circuit and the starting motor is consequently acti-

vated.

In his attempt to start the car so he could drive it to the
local garage to ba repaired, he did his next piece of nastiness.
He burned out starting circuitry. He did this by simply recon-
necting the battery cable to the wrong terminal on the starter

solenoid.

I must admit, | did admire the man's tenacity. He had created

a problem and he was purposefully determined to make it worse.

He was resolved. He would re-wire the car himself. His reso-

lution remained firm until the last integral connection was

undone. His defeat, as you have guessed, was heralded in the

Toronto Star under the heading: “Cars For Sale®". If this gen-

tleman had followed my earlier recommendations, would he have o\).'c

had any problems? The car was still parked on his driveway

< an®
late that Fall. For all [ know, it could still be there. 3 653-
o
R LR L
p ¥ })('
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1 have always enjcyed burning up the midnight Summer roads; and
to be aware of functioning rear lights, | have incorporated the
following modifications. In order to explain what 1've done, I
must first state that our friend Joe uses both parallel and ser-
ies wiring techniques. For example, dash instrument lights are
wired in a series configuration; and road lights, for safety
reasons, are wired in a parallel configuration. Once again, I
will assume everyone knows the difference between parallel and

series circuitry.

Good quality in-line fuses have been installed in all three rear
light circuits, (2 for tail lights and 1 for brake lights).

Each of the two tail light circuits powers small under-the-dash
lights. These two lights are in series with the rear lights,

and will indicate circuit problems.

The extent of Nat's electrical re-work has not been limited to
Just providing basic electrical circuit protection, but also

includes devices that would cause a "hot-wire artist" heartburn.

Maybe in a future article I should mention a few of these twists.

But please be advised that thwarted thieves have been known to

throw ripped off spare tires into canals.

I
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Peter George

Nostalgia

by PHILIP SINGERMAN

A CHANCE MEETING WITH AN OLD LOVE
DRIVES THE AUTHOR TO DISTRACTION

l(wulﬂawhumominzinhtesprin;l
was driving north along Highway AlA,
the coast road, not far from Daytona
Beach, Fla., when the low-slung roadster,
traveling very fast, passed me from the
opposite direction. It was a yellow Mor-
gan, frog-eyed and sassy, the first one [
had seen on the road in years. [ pulled
over, got out of my car and sat down on a
sand dune, awash in a sea of memories
nearly 20 years old.

I had owned a Morgan once, a red one,
a 4/4 Competition, built in 1965. It had
chrome wire wheels and a thick leather
“bonnet strap” pulled tight across its
long, louvered hood. Like every Morgan,
it was idiosyncratic and ornery—a con-
veyance that d ded accommodation.
You might one day leave it, wild, unpre-

dictable lover that it could be, but you
would never stop loving it. Morgans have
been called the first and last of the real
sports cars, and in terms of bouncing,
Jjouncing and high-spirited performance
the title is accurate. The only air condi-
tionin;isthewindinymufaoe.tbeonly
cruise control a powerful right foot.

The wooden body frame of my Mor-
gan was attached to a steel chassis. The
floorboards were really boards. You
could peck through the spokes of the
spare tire, which was set in a round open-
ing in the slanting rear deck, and see hon-
est-to-goodness English ash. Each spring,

. for as long as [ owned that car, Lwould

crawl underneath, poke for dry rot with
micepickmdthenbmhonwoodpre-
servative wherever [ could reach. The
firmness of the black leather seat cush-
ions could be varied by inflating or de-
flating their rubber bladders. The froat
suspension, designed in 1909 by H.FS.
Morgan himself, was lubricated by a shot
of oil, which one could release by briefly
stepping on a button before setting out
for a ride.

Whether you stepped on the button or
not, my Morgan had a certain speed at
which a2 mysterious vibration occurred.
At precisely 48 mph the steering wheel
transformed itself into a jackhammer,
while the tires did an independent fla-
menco dance on the pavement and the
froat fenders rattled like a tin roof in a
hailstorm. At 51 mph the car rode as
smooth as could be. I rebuilt the front
end twice and succeeded in adjusting the
parameters of the seizure to 46 and 49
mph, but I was never able to get rid of it.

When it rained, water dripped in un-
der the windshield and under the doors.
The windows, or side curtains, as they
were called, were removable. But even
when fastened in place, they flapped like
the wings of a crazed goose. The gearshift
knob was beside the driver’s right hand,
as one might expect, but the lever bent at
a right angle and disappeared under the
dashboard where it dropped down into
the transmission. This made shifting the
car a push-pull operation much like play-
ing shuffieboard.

But don't get me wrong. Discomfort



and weirdness aside, my Morgan was a
dream. It was lithe and quick. The faster
it went, the better it hugged the road until
46 mph. Its Weber carburetor hissed like
an angry python. Its snarling exhaust set
my body aquiver from toe to throat. On a

moonlit night, with the top and win-
dows tucked behind the seats and
the pavement rushing by at 100 mph
inches from my elbow, I felt more at
one with a machine than at any oth-
er time in my life.

1 bought my Morgan in 1966 for
$2,300 from a young couple in New
York City. They had just had a baby
and needed a wvehicle with more
room. Both of them cried when they
handed me the keys. 1 was living on
castern Long Island-in those days,
and as | drove the car home on a
broiling summer afterncon on the
jammed-up Long Island Express-
way, a middle-aged woman in the
next lane, riding in a chauffeur-driv-
en Rolls-Royce, handed me a chick-
en-salad sandwich and an ice-cold

* Coke. “Thanks,” | shouted. “How
about a ride?” she yelled. | said fine, and
as neither the Rolls nor the Morgan was
moving, she walked over and climbed in
beside me. | followed the Rolls to her
home in the Hamptons, which was only
slightly smaller than the American Muse-
um of Natural History. “Young man,”
she said, “I haven't had this much fun
since | flew a crop duster on my grand-
father's farm.” .

My Morgan was that kind of car. It
seemed to do something 1o people, make
them act crazy, throw caution to the
wind and have a little fun. Two weeks lai-
er 1 was doing about 75 in a 40-mph
zone. | came around a corner, and there
was a cop, leaning against the fender of
his cruiser. He had me cold. I didn’t even
bother to hit the brake. Then, out of the
corner of my eye, | saw him smile at me
and wave. He never moved.

Once | missed the turn for the public
beach in Southampton. I turned around
in the driveway of an oceanfront estate
and a man came running toward me,
waving wildly. 1 thought | was going to
be arrested for trespassing. Estate owners
had little patience with the longhairs, or
“freaks,” as we were called then. The
next thing you know | was driving this
man to town for cigareties and hot-dog
rolls, and then | spent three days cavort-
ing with him and his friends.

continued

Another time, | came out of a restau-
rant and found a note under the wind-
shield wiper. “Lordy, what a car!” it read.
“Can | have a ride?” There was a phone
number and a woman's name at the bot-
tom. [ called her up. We went for a ride
one beautiful fall afternoon, and when |
dropped her off she took a small camera
from her purse and had me take § picture
of her sitting behind the wheel. I never
saw her again. [ wonder if she saved the
photograph.

1left Long Island shortly after that and
moved to Gloucester, Miss., where |
tended bar. People came from all over to
see the Morgan, which had assumed leg-
endary proportions, in part because it
beat a GTO in a race between Gloucester
and Rockport. “Hot damn,” said an enor-
mous Finn who ran a fishing boat there-
abouts. “A four-cylinder engine and it
beat that big monster? Lemme buy that
car a drink.” One night everyone in the
bar sang a song to the car. It was to the
tune of Down by the Old Mill Stream
and, as | recall, began, “Down at the
High Line Bar; In my Morgan car.”
Think of it. Twenty-five or 30 adults
standing in a parking lot at 1 a.m. singing
toacar.

I sold my Morgan one spring to pay a
debt. I putanad in The New York Times,
and the first person who saw the car
bought it. He drove 250 miles to my front
yard, took one look at the car and said,
“I'll take it.” “Don’t you want to drive
it?" [ asked. “Sure, I'll drive it,” he said,
“but I'm going to buy it anyway.” After it
was gone, a number of generous friends
and relatives told me they would gladly
have put up the money [ needed and kept
my Morgan in storage until | could afford
to buy it back. “We wouldn't even have
driven it,” they all promised. “It would
have been enough just to have it
around.” But they were too late, and the
man I'd sold it to wouldn't sell it back,
not even for $1,000 more than he had
paid me: an era in my life was over.

Since then ['ve owned cars that were
faster, handled better and were more ex-
pensive than my Morgan, but no cop has
ever smiled at one of them, no woman
has ever left a note on one of their wind-
shields. and no bar full of people has ever
burst into song at their presence.

In 1978, nine years after [ sold the car, |
traveled to the Morgan factory in Eng-
land. [ wanted to see what kind of people
build a car that combines contemporary

that were abandoned by the rest of the
auto industry before WW I1. | found the
Morgan Motor Co., Ltd. housed, as it has
been since 1910, in an interconnected
row of barnlike brick buildings. There
were no robots, no conveyor belts. Mor-

* gans are built by hand. In the dispatch

bay two long rows of new Morgans sat
awaiting shipment. Above them, a
stuffed owl presided, as it has for 30
years. It was placed there to ward off any
sparrows that might fly down and scratch
the new cars’ paint. ¥

Down the line were the various assem-
bly shops. The wood shop, where the
rolling chassis is taken 10 be fitied with
handcrafied sections of ash and where
the coachmakers carcfully hang the
wooden doors after the rest of the frame
is in place; the panel-beater shop, where
men with special hammers beat the steel
panels and nail them to the frame; the
area where the cars are wired by hand;
the place where they are painted. There
were around 100 employees at the fac-
tory, almost all of them trained on the
job. Turnover has always been virtually
nonexistent. Tuffy Burston, foreman of
the machine shop, has been there the
longest—since 1916. “Yes, they're won-
derful autos,” he said. “Of course, I've
never owned one. | don't know how to
drive.” [Burston died recently, making
Tony Brough the senior employee, with
45 years of service.)

The next day I met Peter Morgan, son
of founder H.E.S., and now the owner of
the company. Morgan, a handsome, well-
dressed man, sat warming himself by the
ubiquitous coal stove. “We make 350 or
s0 cars per year,” he told me. “I'd like to
get production up to between 400 and
500, but not by sacrificing the way
they're built™

Morgan, who learned automotive de-
sign as a child sitting in his father's study
next to the company’s machine shop, is
saddened by American regulations that
have kept him from directly exporting his
cars to the U.S. since 1972. The engine in
the Morgan does not conform to U.S. ex-
haust emission standards, and the cost of
developing an engine that continues to
meet changing U.S. specifications is pro-
hibitive for so small a company.

But you can still buy a Morgan in this
country. An enthusiast named Bill Fink,
proprictor of Isis Imports in San Francis-
co, brings in 24 or so each year. In his
shop he fits them out to run on propane

continved



instead of gasoline. He also does all man-
ner of structural modifications—about
100 hours’ worth for each car—to bring
them up to government safety standards.
There's a six-month waiting list for his
cars, which cost $22,000 for four-cyl-
inder models and $26,000 for those
equipped with V-8s. Doctors, lawyers

andbankusbuylhcm.myhavcmsed i

being lﬂ'ordableto:spiring writers tend-
ing bar for a living.

lhzdbcensitdn;inlhenndmminulc
or so when [ decided to find that yellow
Morgan. Maybe, I told myself, it was one
of Fink’s conversions. | had never seen
one of those. Maybe it was an old one,
completely restored, stripped down and
repainted. Maybe, by some astounding
coimidenee.itmmine.ljumpedimo
my car and began driving furiously south
on AlA, looking down every conceivable
turnoff as | went. Finally, I spotted.the
car in the parking lot of a 7-Eleven. |
zoomed into the lot, jammed on my
brakes and leaped out. Suddenly I got a
glimpse of my own foolishness. What the
hell was I doing? What was I"chasing?

What would | say to these strangers, who
might take me for a lunatic? | walked
over to the Morgan. A man and woman
in their early 30s sat sipping orange juice.
In the luggage compartment behind them

- was a large Irish setter. The three of them

cyed me warily. “1 had a Morgan once,” |
said. “It was red.” The man looked at me
silently for a moment. Then he raised his
left hand, made a circle with his thumb
and index finger, and smiled. “Yes, in-
dced."lsaid.mdlgolbackinlomycar
and drove away. Do

MORQAN BUFF
Sir:

I was absolutely captivated by Philip Sin-
german’s article (Nostalgia, June 24) on the
red Morgan. His romance with the car paral-
lels mine in every respect but one—mine was
stored, his was sold. .

Now, 20 years after the purchase of my
“new” Morgan, | have a spotlessly refur-
bished red model that, uafortunately, my
teenage sons drive as much as [ do.

These cars should be passed from genera-
tion to generation!

CouiN D. WaTson
Toronto

this remaining space reserved for
contributed articles
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“I'VE GROWN ACCUSTOMED YO MER FACE..."”

Aboutsevnnoreiohtihﬁmasmmmvmuhm.dmahhm.mwue
all drinking wtofwsmw)mwwwbrmmmhmwum
someonhemurkoutom\omamyst\onandoahvﬂey. Bob picked
mwm.mumugmthmmm.mmwmwnmmoe T
shirt. Bob mounted the last step and finally stood be! ; without
reachedhtoﬂusacklndhwnmnaﬁwulolmmmmtmm:mmwmu
immediately identify.

'suowmr.hoswummmhbmwhwm.

Bcbhwmadoupautolbmywmmbd(NMMMMWWt
mauling the chrome. Since Stephie’s and my 4-place has no fewer than 8 of those litle
receiving the stone tablets. I've carried ours in the glove box faithfully for years. Then one day, we lent the car
mwmawwmammwmmwm He put just a litthe too much English on
?m‘atlhowun brackets and the wrench broke: he was reasonably apologetic and
orgiving.

Irssun?c how we become accustomed to things. | can't remember what life was like before that
fatefull arrival of the little wrench; channel-locks and rags, vice-grips and cardboard, electrohydraulic
jiminywackers with double reciprocating do-jiggers......nothing was quite as elegant or quite as effective...or
Quite as unobtainable as the lite wrench. At MOG 15, almost 10 years later, | asked Bob where he got them and
he couldn't quite place it.

SpnklngolloomuehEnglsh.oomuoyorandlmbwhobnmmmomw»manppod
out for beer, burgers, and broken hearts. We took his machine and A
While I'm a nervous passenger on these nighttime backroad Jaunts and Dean gleelully
condﬂon.lbokoduphuneounw\ohm-bcmbngmhbuohthoeould
grmbﬂy. goose the throttle, and power-out on the other side.
e was making corners faster than | did. His 4-place and mine
tires s0 we never figured it out.

same
Abomamnﬁuumrhowﬁngwhhbom.cmpandlbokwdmhauchwmd-phaup
mmomwo:nch;yﬁwbmﬂmzowumaw.wmemmmw;MM'km&c&w
@ the qu of our craftsmanship. powered my car up to the turnof for , | saw go
for the brakes...nothing happened...then | saw his thigh muscles double in size, and his face turn white as
mwmwwmmm:y.nmdawmdonmm..-msxamsr Chip and Dean both had

Alyoulolluww\dskbukudon1b\owwhatlr:mwmpauogglonud\awhnommorothan
these litle demi-tasse drums, dreadfully overpowered by the super-sticky Michelins and 16° ims. Chip's car
slows and stops almost like a real automobile by comparison. I know all you big with biceps and tatoos are
gonna say, “That wimpy ol Spider, he couldn't even trip over his own rope... only own Morgans with drum
brakes (better yet: cable actuated drum brakes) and | never have any trouble.”

“Truel®, | reply (ignoring the lie) *but it's really what you're used 10. * If you're a disk-braker, you can't
even imagine what life was like before they put those Mega-Binders (that would even stop Stacey Bondon's
Pontiac) on the frontend of your little Malverne Cuisin-Art.

It felt like a Noggin-in-Hell, and we were all raiding Tony Newton's micro-sized cooler for relief from the
100 degree heat and searing sun. It was MOG 16; we s100d ‘round the flag pole at the Harbourtowne. | saw
Bob Lehr (for the first time in a year), in the words of T. S. Eliot, "..Jike a crab scuttling across the floors of the
ocean®.  He noticed us and, aimost as an afterthought, changed course and came towards us. As he
approached, he reached into his pocket and handed me a small, crescent-shaped piece of flat metal. "Ah.

Spider John..." was all he said and then continued back out into the heat-haze so that none of us were sure that
he had ever been there at all. | looked down at the little wrench in my hand and tried to recover from the

surprise.
That, Gentlemen, is True Morganeering!
Spider J. C. Bulyk
Purdys, NY
September 15th, 1986 ©
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techspeak

Reprinted from THE FORMAT January 1979

The following tech article is a reprint from 1957 by Chuck Talbott. Since very few of us have been
members all that long, and Morgans haven't changed that much, we can basically look upon this
as a new article. Thanks to Carolyn Klein for going through the archives and selecting this helpful
““how-to’’ for the month of January.

THIN'?S TO CHECK PERIODICALLY WITH A MORGAN:

1. Tighten:

a) rear wheel backing bolts (4 on each side) from back side. On earlier Morgans the brake drum is
casily removed, giving access to bolt heads;

b) U-bolts — snug, but not so tight as to bend the base plate;

¢) 3/16 and 1/4 Whitworth bolts on front suspension and engine hangar assembly — use ample
torque, but avoid stripping;

d) diagonal stabilizer bars linking kingpin base-plate to chassis;

¢) rear U-joint coupling bolts;

f) battery stay bolts (periodically). Loose nuts may work off, allowing bolt to drop and break off

in motion. This, in turn, might permit the battery to strike the rotating U-joint. When possible,

stake the top nuts;g) wheel lug nuts, with tool kit wrench. Otherwise, do not exceed 50ft. Ibs

torque. Excessive torque may mean a cracked wheel, and, on older models, sharply reduced lug

fatigue life.

2. Your radiator should be mounted as loosely as possible without allowing slippage of bottom

attachment. Permit a littie free play at the radiator end of the stay-rods attached to the fire wall.

3. Check the fit and tightness of door hinges for proper closing. Body twist will affect the ease of

closure. Door rattles can be minimized with weather stripping or by shimming a worn rubber guide

at the back of the door. Lubricate the latch mechanism with a light oil.

4. Body twist and sway can be reduced by removing the screws holding the two wooden cross

bars to the floorboards at the base of the rear squab (behind the seats). Drill through the old holes

into the metal flooring plate with 1/4 drill (install coach bolts and washers).

5. Whenever possible, replace British grease nipples with American Zerk fitting (1/4-26 thread).

6. Improved lubrication and prolonged clutch life will result from installing a Zerk fitting in licu

:lf the British grease nipple over the clutch throw-out sleeve. Note: too much grease means cluich
ip!

7. One cure for engine missing under load may be the installation of Bosch 175T1 plugs.

8. If tappets are noisy with the engine hot, the cold tappet clearance may be reduced to as low as

.010 on intake and exhaust.

9. Use MG bonnet rubber on the aft end of bonnet — stops squeaks and holds water from

entering your tool tray.

10. Don’t use too much water on back fenders during washing. Excess water may enter tail-lamp

circuit. Cure: cut a 3/16 drain hole at the bottom rear of the rubber lamp cover.

NOTE: In regards to tightening running gear bolts, use ample torque; but, to avoid stripping, the
following table will serve as a guide for tightening nuts and bolts which clamp mating structural
steel components together, as recommended by several screw manufacturers:

Bolt Diameter (Ft. Ibs.)

174, 5/16, 3/8,7/16, 1/2, 9/16, 5/8, 3/4 and 1.

Recommended Torque:
8, 15, 28, 42, 63, 90, 125, 210 and 500

There are many exceptions to the above, depending on the nature of the installation. If your
owners manual or the ““Motor Trader’’ pamphlet on Morgan dictate specific torque, or if other
tech articles so advise, use lower values. In the case where a machine screw is tapped into cast
aluminium, use about half the torque listed in the table.

A few bits on vibration . . . An appreciable amount of front-end noise and oscillation can be
traced to a loose cross-tie rod behind the radiator on the “‘round nose’’ Morgans. This loose rod
has been known to cause wheel shimmy.

1
OBTAIN FINAL DETAI
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FOGGY FROGGY DEW?

OFF_IN A FOG

- ke have all been asked zany times, “Which are better, axber

or clear foy lamos?* [ personally have aiways oreferred
aster, thouth I didn't know why, Those in the know® have
always said that the amber light reflects less glare than
white iight and thal makes sense to me. Of course, the whole
1dea benind fop lamos is to cut the glare of the light as it
refiects off of the fog droolets.

The truth of the matter is that asber or yellow lemses cut
the light outout by as such as 25%, a sipnificant reduction
Yeilow lights are a French idiosyncrasy. In Framce, ail
heaclamos and even back-up lights must be yellow. When I
“igure out why the British crive on the wrong sice of the
road, shen ! might be able to start understanding the
frerch.

Well, 1 recently founc out in an Rlfa newslelter that fog
lasos are amber anc French heaciazos are axder for a very
3%c¢ reason, called ovysics. Fog is an aeroso! of
trarsoarent licuid water croolets wiich are of a size ‘hat
scatters blue light ore sirongly than red or yellow light.
Feretration of the loncer waveiencths (red ard vellow) into
the fog is therefore greater than Slve. You have to zet the
biue out, which the aeber filter coes effectivelv. Red is
no: sensed well by the huzan eyeball, so yellow/axber is the
oreferred colour. This is wy duck hunters or skiers wiil
{in poor visibility) often wear yellow *shooting glasses.”
The 25% recuction in light outout 1s a szall orice to pay
for the avoidance of blue backscatter which obscures the

-view of what you are crashing into. It still does not

exolain Wy the French use yellow wien it is mot foooy
though, does it?

Rnother key to foo lamo perforwance 1s getting the light
down low and well soread. Keeoing it low helps reduce lioht
reflection back :nto your eves frow the mist in the air.
This 1s wny high beams are rot the way to o in the fog. The
wice pattern gives you points all around to guice you since
long range oemetration is mot good in the fog. Study the
pattern of a good fop lamn and you wiil see that it has a
wide pattern and does ot co very far. Fog lamos are even
wore effective if oounted under the buwoer, but that is
ugly. Pick uo trucks with fog lights on the roll bar must be
using thes for either broad beas or cecorative valve. I'l1
let you decide which,

The best liohting change that you can sake to your YCREAN
(rot for fog) is to reolace your old sealed beass with a
high guality halogen conversion. These have sharp horizontal
cutoff that helos recuce clare to other drivers and keeos
the light low (200d for fog). The high beam is alsost like a
driving licht, esoecially if you use higher wattace bulds.
557100 wors pood for a MORGAN.

BATH TOWELS “ 7R

More wit § wisdom frea Bob Necuerda (Frca way 3ach East):

“I'm often asked (actually oniy twice) waat i tre single
wost iwoortant itew to carry with vou on a 2RSSV tour. s
answer coses frow the book A HITCWHIKERS 590 ™ Tz
UNIVERSE, by Don Adaxs. fs in intergalactic travel, the most
useful itew in a OB is the cdinary  bati towsl. Te
towel has many wore uses than any otder too) that you coull
carry. Here are but a few:

*If it's raining and you con't Nave t5F toa (-coc) us,
use the towel to dry off wien you reacy yoia
cestination,

"If it's raining and you do Save %%e o> up, use the
" towel to cry off when you reach your Zestination.

"Holdirg diaconal corners, sOiR *%e jewwl lis 3 f %
rode. This makes it irts a fat rove whics car Se wes?

to stuff into the craft holes in t‘e sice scrpare.

"On a long trip, take a breax a* a rest ares, Spread
the towel on the trowrd and lay on it face zowm, This
will restore the feeling sc your posterior.

"The towe! can be used as a mit torecove"'era. ator
ca3 frea a hot engine,

"If you are a graduate of the Chuck Fairless Scrool of
Imoulsiveress, you can use the towel as 2 barcage on
your scalded hand after resoving the raciator cas
without the tomei.

"If you are the Ted Glover type, use the tomel %o cust
off your MORGAN

"If you are the Bill Boyles type, use tse towel to tie
the fender (winc) back on the car.

"If you are the Joel Ketome type, use the towe! to
wave surrender when you can’t figure out why the car
won't start.

"If the towel is draced over your head and reck,” with
the corners tied arounc the tos of your heac, you'll
et wuch quicker service at =ost 7-11 stores.®

Feel free to substitute names you know  for Slover,
Boyles, and Ketone. Everybody knows Dhuck Harris!

Gy



Vvooahidiey Lotiage
13; Brockenhurst
Hampshire
S04 7Ql.  England

telephone 050022091 ~

@_}E ' Janet Hill Ventures
b LIMITED

— ——————— - FAT et ety o e e - - s S e s o e -

CHRISTMAS CARDS »

Exclusive design bg‘ Don Jellyman. (As Illustrated)

Actual size = " x 44"  (llcms x 15cms)

!Seasons greetings' in nine languages inside.

Printed in green on high quality card with

envelopes to match. - 41.50 for 10 "
(1) _ Another exclusive desigr by Don Jellyman. N
As Illustrated i2" x 3" (30cms™ x 8cms). A
Printed on P.V.C. Vhite on Black. DO It @:’j::-' 3
Interral or External fixing. State choice. £0.99p Each ToRLSS

Frinted on P.V.C. Elack on Red.

(2)  LOVE XORGA¥ .
Az Illustrated. £ x 4" (10cms x 10cms). : )

#3233 YEV 333 NEV 333
"THE COMFLETE BOOK OF CONCOURS™ b{ EKen Hill £12.95
*

FIEFRIFIFNIINIFININIIR NN IININNE
"THE FOUR-VHEELED XORGAN, VOLUXE II" by Een Hill 4L47.95
" THREE-VHEELERS™ (Includes Xorgans ) by Ken Hill £1.25
Ken Fiil will autograph and dedicate any of his books to the person of your
Choice

Heat resistant plastic.

Size 153" x 10%* (40cas x 27.5cms)

xclusive design by Don Jellyman. Entitiec :-

‘Norgans Neet - The Lygon AYms, Broadway,
Vorcestershire, England.

-

Witk map oI the Tiree COunties on back

»>* % WNEW > e NEW L
- - Smell size :-  4¥" x 8" (120 x 200mz:,
= - - with 3" (79mm} Clock Face and separate
D s | -

A‘"Q s ¥crgan design the same size. Select
X 52 m . ey your choicesof desigr from the four
A 1iiustrated left. Designs & Clock face
S rintec black on stainiesz steei, with
rown ‘hessian' beorder and polished
wood surrounds. Uprigh: forma:.

L1 . OO Eack

size - 17%" x 5% (440 x 225mm)

Beattifully HAFD COLOURED on
Picture 8" x 6" (200 x:5Zmm:
te clock 6" (150nmm). Vite
i crder and poiished wood
These clocxs will grace

T }=

=
Dara

-



3 * S ' |! I'I! z|x:~x d!!! b‘b‘
L;\??resentatton ib various colours of either :-

V' Twin Three-Vheeler (Approx' 6° or 15 ),
2) Plus 8, with hood up. (Agg ox' 9" or 23c::slclag§§.

l:xlx:.l::lzlllsxl::t::::::::tt===lx=a== -----

o---8====33=======3=zlxll:.:!::::l‘l‘.
YINGS 14" (3.6cms) Across. Brooches & Necklaces 22.00 Eachs
(Cowled Rad' 2-seater) A® (20mm) Long. J¥ecklace 2.00 Each?
(Cowied Rad' 2-seater) 1%" (42mm) Lonz. Keyring £45.00 3

Bttt el NEW el

. NEW EE = NEW
XORGA¥ XODEL ('V' Twin Three-wheeler) 1%* (42mm) Long. Keyring £45.00 Eachs

= 4
411 the above ftems can be supplied in gold.

cation. .
8==‘I3=8!2====I E=ZZszz==z=zz=z=z 8::8&‘8=538!S==III=8I&SS:..=3=III£E=:BSSSB=..‘=‘==
=IISIII23:IIIl==‘I===B=8llngilltlllllt l:lll.:.llltl.x:::tlz!=8“II!=8'888I.
s - - - -

Ve specialize in Xorgan Kodeis, and are Proud to state that we offer for sale

the most extensive range in the worid.  Both for Adults and Children. -

:::::z=====::=::::::::::=x:=:=:::::::::x===::::==::z====::===::3======:====:
= LTITE NE = spnr pon .

VILLS FiNECAST =~

1/24th scale 1934  Super Sports 54 (13cms) Long

}lg%rd scale 1932 Super Sports 3% (9cms) Long w
%}Zzﬁd'.u;e 1933 V' Twin 2" (Scms) Long £3.00 Xit Only
1/72nd scale 1939 'F* Type 2" (cms) Long £4.74 Xit Only

VESTERF XODELS 34" (9cms) Long :-
1/43rd scale 1651 Plus 4, Two-seater, Flat radiator 422.00 Xade; £13.00 Kit
B.K.L. AUTOREPLICAS  3%" (Gems) Long -
1/43rcé scale 1968 Plus 8. } All these models
1/43rd scale 1964 Plus 4, Four Seater } are priced at
1/45rd scaie 1963 Plus 4 Plus ) in Kit Form
i/43rd scale 1950 4/4 Drop Bead Coupe, Flat Radiator ) Or at 421.85 in
i/43rd scale 1946- 4/4 Two-seater, ndard Special ) Xade up form.
1/43rd scale 1938  4/4 Four seater, Flat Radiator )

scaie 1938  4/4 Two-seater, Coventry Climax )
411 the above B.K.L. models can be made to the customers choice of colours for
£4.00 extra. Allow 4-6 weeks for dellveg. Order early for Christmas.
#4/4 Two-seater owners should note that the 1968 Plus 8 ‘model can easily be

adapted to represent their cars.
1/86th scaie Cowled !ad{ator Two-seater 2" (5cms) Long
1/24th scale mu&mn:szmx._mmgmm Approx‘ 5" (13cms) Long

¢ Fuily Finisped = # Choice of Colcur =
3 Kit Form = 4A3.00 Photo-etched wire wheeis = *
##37ostage on this mode: oniy £2.00 in UK. 500 elsewhere in the world.
::::::====:=====:========:::===:==:=:::==::====::=:z:::::::::::::::g:::::x::

IEE FISSTIZ DIE C4ST Ba¥GF FOF ADITTS AND CEIDRSE -

; NICRAFT (KiT) 9% (240mm) Lone

1/16th scale 1935 SUPER SPORTS AERO (XATCELESS) £16.50 Each
SLzCiRIC M IZED KITS (9" (24cas) Long)

1/16th scale 1979 Plus 8 Roadster £17.99 Each
1/16th scale 1979 Plus 8 Competition; Plus Pi Aircraft 421.99 Each
DIE CAST PLASTIC READY KADE BY LISTIL (%" (25crs) Lons)

i/16th scale P

lus 8 Roadster, Yellow Body, Black Bood & Vin £9.9% Each
1716tk scale Plus 8 Competition, letalicyBlue with Roll Bur&s

P P == m======== == ==

XAJORETTE 3" (%icls)bon 1%‘7& scale 4/4 Cowled Rad'(Red) 40,95 Each
2 $ £0.80 Fach

SIKY A" (7cms) Lons 1/57th scaie Plus 8 Blve)
=

-
SE===zcs=ss=zzssszzzzzsziazss=s== e e o gy

IZZXS OF TRADISG - Casd with order.or Credit Card. Please add 12%% for UK
graers (G0p minimumi. 17%% for overseas mail (Rirzsil whenever possible),
Fostage & Packing; Except for those items marked at special rates above.
Chequés made payable to = - .B.V.Ltd = in &'s STERLIFG OSLY PLEASE.
Orders accepted ‘by telephone or mail for Credit Card; Details required :-

Please debit my #ACCESS / NASTERCARD / EUROCARD / VISA 3De=lste as necessary.
Card o. _L L /L[4 L1 L L2 22722 Expiry date / Y 23N
¥ane on card Amount payable £ ;

Address.

Ielephone Ho, S Signature.

-~

)
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- MOSTECHTPS

MOGTECHTIPS

MOGTECHTIPS is a monthly publication devoted entirely to
technical data on MORGANs. The tips are sent in by
subscribers and edited by Fred Sisson, who puts out a class
publication. To subscribe for a year takes two tips and
about $10.00 (the money is only for stamps etc. if a year
costs less, your subscription is extended).

MOGTECHTIPS is published by Fred Sisson, 5807 Western Nills
Drive, Norcross, GA, 30071.

This months article is made up of a sampling of those tips

and I will sprinkle a few through future Potpourri from time
to time.

SPECIAL TOOLS (Fred Sisson)

I like good tools! They are your contact with the car while
tinkering. Would you wear sandals to play temnis, play golf
with a baseball bat (sounds good to me...ed.)? OK, then why
work on your MORGAN with junky/wrong tools? Of course
reality creeps in here someplace, but still, we've all
experienced the pleasure of using just the right tool to do
w weird job, or maybe felt like a genius when we've figured
how to modify a tool to do a specific task.

What's the best tool? Well look to the pro for advise, not
the guy behind the counter. The amateur buys lots & looks
for the cheapest. The pro buys only what he needs and buys
the best that he can afford. Good tools are a lifetime
investment and will pay for themselves many times over, both
in $88 and in pleasure.

I have rebuilt several exotics with the tools inmy Llittle
red box. Over the years I've added just the right stuff so
that | can get most things done. It's a weird, eclectic
collection. Then I bought ten grand worth of Snap-On from a
retired mechanic (for s fraction of ten grend). Socket sets
to 1" drive, all kinds of special drives and pullers. Weird
stuff plus all of the standard stuff in complete setsil Hog
Heaven! 1 had to search Snap-On catalogues to figure out
what some of the stuff was designed for.

The point fis, that you cen do & lot with minimal tools.
However, having the RIGHT tool for s particular job is
wonderful. There are ways and there are ways. Lets share
some solutions that we come up with, jury-rigged or Snap-On,
makes no difference. Its & learning process. Following are a
few examples:

CROWFO WREN!

Use @& crowfoot wrench with an extension and you can torque
the head on & Plus & without removing the rocker shaft. Be
sure to set the valves after torquing.

GO-NO GO

Try & "GO-NO GO* feeler gauge next time you set your valves
or points. They are usually ground to 0.002 difference on
the ends. Makes quick work of the valve procedure. 1 would
prefer 0.001 difference though ( 1 just use two gauges .001
different..Ed.).

DWELL METER

Setting points with feelers is standard procedure, but a
dwell meter does a better job. Not expensive either. You
might be surprised at the dwell reading after setting the
points with feelers.

N BAG

Use san enema bag to fill your differentiall Hang it high,
insert one of the little plastic goodies in the filler cap,
pour in the 90 wt, open the clip and go have a cup of
coffee. No muss, no fuss. Write the cepacity of various
things you want to fill on the bag. Pour in the required
amount, no more. Very little spillage this way & you don't
have to watch for overflow.

SCREWDRIVERS

Snap-On Phillips screwdrivers are wonderfull | have hated
phillips heads forever. Then 1 bought Snap-On drivers. Three
will do just sbout everything. Big, Medium, & short. No
matter what kind of tools you have, at least buy these three
Snap-Ons. Now I replace every slot-head with a phillips. The
difference is incredible.

BENT NOSE

Another tool that I've been without and never needed is a
pair of curved-nose needle-nose pliers. Now | use them all
of the time. Buy e pair. I'll bet you will say the same
after a week.



it's what's up FRONT that COUNTS !

THE CARE AND PEEDING OF MORGAN FRONT SUSPENSION

The basis of this article (containing more
than you ever wanted to know about front sus-
pension) was written by Don Morrill in 1971,
and s presented here with some changes, up-

dates, and a few added sections.

INTRODUCTION

A high wear point on the MORCGAN, and believe
it or not, there are FEW, {8 the brass bush-
ings that are pressed into the front wheel
spindles, and ride on the vertical kingpin
(center pin). To check for wear, jack up the
front end and have someone wiggle the front
wheel about the horizontal (hold the top and
botton), and look for movement of the lower
‘end of the spindle with respect to the lower
rebound spring. Bushing wear results in a
certain vagueness in steering, and a feeling
of front end loosenesa, but otherwise is not
serious except in tne extreme. Wheel shake is
NOT cured by rebushing. Although the ghake
may disappear at first, when the bushings
wear-in the shake will return, Wheel shake s
usually caused by loose damper blades or
square wheels,

To gain familiarity with the front suspension
sketches are provided that show things ex-
works. If your car has been repaired due to
front end damage, a check is worthwile to de-
termine ifr everything is there, and properly
installed, Most body-shops are relaxed about
keeping track of attaching hardware, so some
imagination might have been exercised during
assembly. Most of the suspension hardware is
Whitworth and holes are sized for the English
bolts. If American Standard has been substi-
tuted, additional hole clearence will result.

Check for missing parts. As Mr, Morgan is not
known for using two bolts where one will do,
if your car is missing anything, the results

will catch up. NMake sure the shocks are se-
cure at both ends, that the damper blades are
intact, that chassis stays are tight, and the
center pin bolt and nut are tight. Have some-
one rock the steering wheel about center and
check for vertical motion of the steering
drop arm (See Morgan Owners Manual--the one
that should come with the car). or motion of
the damper blade components., Make sure the
damper blade {s sandwiched betwoen chasels
and metal strip but can move fresly. Older
(Drum Brake) MORGANS do not have the aluminum
spacer as shoun. The spacer is mounted on the
chassis r-section but serves the sarxe func-
tion.
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AREAS THAT MAY REQUIRE ATTENTION

1. Shock absorber replacement

2. Upper Shock Bracket replacement

J. Damper Blade replacement

4. Pront Wheel Bearings

5. Center Pin and Bushing replacement
6. Cross-Axle Stay adjustment

Brakes and steering will be considered
another day.
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SHOCK ABSORBER REPLACEMENT

1. Use two 9/1%° open-end wrenches to remove
the two nute at the top of the shock (one
nut is used as a jar-nut).

2. Pueh strut into the body of the shock.

). Remove the 5/3°-¥ nut at the bottom shock
mounting etud.

4. Work off the shock.

Access for shock replacement is by Jjacking up
the front end and removal of the wheels, 1
suggest putting a light coat of chassis lube
grease on the rubber fittings at the bottom
of the shock so it moves easily on the mount-
ing stud,

REPLACEXENT SHOCKS (Pront only)

Ammetrong  AT?7/1401/C  (Original Equip)
Monroe 1027 C12C2 (Non-ad justable)
Gabriel CSAA L5015 (Adjustabdle)
Koni 80-1021 (Adjustable}

UPPER SHOCK BRACKST REPLACEMENT

1. Remove the shock froz the top attachment
(bracket) as above,

2. Rezove bolt that holds fender brace and
bracket to upper cross-axle (this may be
hard due to limited access at lower end)
wrench size Ls 1/4"-¥, open-end.

). Use 3/16*-¥ open-end . wrench to remove
one-shot lube fitting from the center pin
bolt.

4. Use 7/15°-¥ wrench to remove center pin
bolt and free the Shock Mount Bracket,

Access as per Shock removal, but cross-axle
must be resting on support, front wieels off
the ground, to prevent the center pin from
seperating Ifrom the upper cross-axle, Car
FUST NOT be moved with the center pin bolt
removed. You can have the broken bracket wel-
ded or purchase one from Club Spares, or from
Isis Iaports, or from England.

DAVPER BLADES

Unless the brass portion that fite between
the spindle and upper rebound epring has worn
out or i{s misesing, repairs will not require
dissesemdbly of the front suspension.

The damper blades are designed to prevent the
upper rebdbound spring from influencing the
steering due to spring "wind-up®, In fact the
dazper blades attenuate minor front wheel
shimmy, and thus its name. Unless you have an
early Series I 4/4, you should have damper
blades with purts layout generally as shown
in the sketches.

(os< aenns)
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The damper blade assembly consists of a br-
onte plate sandwiched between the upper re-
bound epring and the stub-axle casting., A-
wide strip of spring steel {s bolted to the
bronze plate and runs to the frame, where it
is either bolted down solid (Series I 4/4) or
it is sandwiched between a plate and the
frame. There is a triangular metal shim at
each end of this sandwich. The damper blades
lie betwesn the shims, Ay fore and aft move-
ment of the damper blade can, therefore, be
adjusted out with the shims by merely slaken-
ing one cf the bolts holding the assembly and
tapping on the shim. This {s an easy but imp-
ortant aljustment. If the slack in the damper

blades is not taken up, wheel wobble (shimmy)
often results,

If the damper blades show excessive wear (see
eketch), they should be replaced. Simply un-
bolt from the brass ring and slip them out of
the clamp on the frame. Slip'in the new blade
and bolt to the brass ring. Do not forget to
adjust the shims after replacement of the
damper blades.

Have someone rock the steering wheel and note
the fore and aft mcvement of the damper blade,
Thei movement should not exceed 1/32*. 1If it
does, adjust the shims.



FRONT WHEEL BEARINGS

Early (Drum Brake) care up to about SN 4203,
have ball bearing front huds with a distance
plece between the two races. The outer race
of the inside bearing is held in place by a
screwed ring. This should be drilled and cot-
ter pinned in place. Pailure 1to do so may
Cause loss of the wheel (ask Ted Robinson).
Later Disk Brake cars have roller bearings.

PART NUMBERS POR BALL BEARING CARS
s TUR DALL BEARING CARS

Inboard: Pederal LS11
Outboard Pederal MS?
Seal:

Aeroquip 9624324
PART NUMBERS POR ROLLER BEARING CARS
+4 and 4/4 (5/8 Taper)

Inboard,
Inner Race (rollers/cage) Timken 1933
Outer Race Timken 1922

Outboard:
Inner Race (rollers/cage) Tirlen 03062
Outer Race Timkean 03162
Seal:

Aeroquip 9624874
+8 and Racing Suspension +4

(3/4* Taper)
Inboard:
Inner Race (rollers/cage) Timken 161254
Outer Race Timken 142724
Outboard:
Inner Race (rollers/cage) Timken 09067
Outer Race Tizken 09195

Seal:

HUB REMOVAL

On Disk brake cars, the caliper will have to
be removed. The caliper is attached with two
bolts (18mm), usually safety wired together.
DO_NOT remove the brake hose from the calipen

ang the works on a coat hanger in some out
of the way place.

1. Remove the cotter key on the axle nut. On
wire wheel hubs, rotate the hub until_the
two holes are aligned such that the pin
can be worked out.

Aeroquip 9002954

2. On Drum brakes, back-off the ad justment
cams.

3. A1 inch eocket is required-to locaen tha
spindle nut. Use 26mm {f the nut has been
buggered up a bit.

4, Slip the hub off. Ball bearing hubs will
require a puller. “Screw the spindie nut
part way back on when breaking locse with
the puller. this will prevent epreading
of the epindle end from puller pressure,

Clean the wheel bearings throughly and in-
spect them for any signs of pitting on either
balls/rollers or races. Ball bearings cen be
spun (dry) while holding by the inner race at
about 45 degrees from the horizontal. You can
usually feel wear (pitting) es a “grabbing"
feeling.

Pack the bearings w{th clean grease and {n-
etall in the inverse of disassembly.

Be sure to cotter pin the retaining rings
on inboard ball bearings.

On wire wheel hubs, bYe

right side and left side
Murk them on removall

eure that the
are not mixed,

Tension tapered roller bearinge by tight-
ening them to 20 PT-Lbe of torque, :and
then back-off one “flat™ on the nut.
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DISASSEMBLY OF FRONT SUSPENSION

FIRST: Degrease the front suspension. If a
25¢ car wash is available, use {t. (wheels
off)lI The front end becomes unbelievably
greasy due to oil from the one-shot lube and
road dirt. I cut this corner last time and am

etill tracking grease into the house. Kero-
sene is OK, never use gasoline {f you value
your lifel

1. Remove Shock Absorber. (see above)

fouy
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DISASSEVBLY CONTINUED

NOTE: Steps 2 through & may be disregarded ir
the front suspension {s to be disassembled to
replace the brass damper blade ring only.

2. Seperate the epindle from the track rod.
Remove the cotter key and castle nut (5/8
inch open end). Use a Bnap-On puller (P/N
CJS9A/CIED-3) to seperate. Clever people
can get them off with a hammer, but I'm
not one of them. Slip the puller “C~ disk
between the rubber seal and spindle arm
and install the puller. Screw bolt end of
puller onto the rod end bolt. Things will
seperate with a loud snap.

3. Remove Disk brake calipers, Hang the cal-
iper on a wire as in hub removal. On Dru=m
brake cars the fluid line must be broken.

4, Remove the hud (see hub removal).
5. Remove bolts (2) at the bottom of the
suspension, one also holds a stay that

attaches to the chassis (1/47-vw),

Plece a jack which is aboutr 8- extended,
under the lower center pin retaining nut
(between the boits just removed). The car
must be at least 12" off of the floor to
remove the center pin.

7. Remove the one-shot lube fitting connec-
tion to the center pin (1/4--w),

Remove the center pin bolt (7/16--W). is
the Dbolt is removed, the center pin will
move down due to the spring force. How-
ever, the jack will permit control of
this force. After the bolt is removed,
let the jack down SLOWLY, Next, carefully
Jerk the upper rebound spring out at the
top. Use caution, as this spring will
etill be slightly compressed.

The upper rebound spring and the cover
tube can be removed along with the damper
blade at this paint.

¥hen you have all the parts disassembled you
will find major wear to the lower bush, pri-
marily on the inboard side (away fron the
hub). In extreme cases the spindle holder may
aleo be worn.
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BUSHING FITTINSG

Removal and replacement of bushings consists
of three major steps.

1. Remove the old bushings.

2. Install the new bushings.

3. Ream the bushings to fit the center pin.
BUSHING REMOVAL

Removal rejuires a bushing tool (see sketch)
that will push out the bushings and clear the

ID of the spindle. Use & Jack stand to hold
the spindle, and a drift (rich mans or poor
mans) to drive out the bushing. A brass knock
off hammer is about the right weight. Both
bushings are driven out from the same sidg.

BUSHING INSTALLATION

Installation {s best done using a hydraulic
press (most auto machine shops can do this ).
In a pinch you can, with care, wuse the rich
mans drift and drive them in.

&
"

. M
POR MANS BUSHING PRigER o,

RCH MANS BUSHIG Ogier

BUSHING REAMING

The post-installation ID of the bushings is
smaller than prior to installation. Therefore
even though the bushings fit the center pin
before installation, they will require ream-
ing after installation. A reamer (3. C. Whit-
ney, P/N 52-207) is adjusted progressively to
remove more metal until the center pin will
slide through the spindle with low resistance
and very little play.

A MODIFPICATION

We have had good luck at extending bushing
life, and k:epfng the front suspension clean,
by installing an “0" ring to keep the ofl in
and the dirt out. Drive the bottom bushing {n
about 1/4" deeper during installation. Cut
off about 3/16" from your old bushing. After
reaming, insert an =0" ring in the bottom and
hold it in place by driving in the 3/16 inch
piece cut from your old bushing (see sketch).
Be sure that the grease hole at the top end
of the bushing is not obscured., If {t {s,
drill it through, taking care not to bugger
©p the threads.




ASSEVILY OP THE VRONT SUSPENSION

1. The lower C/P ratalnia

~N
.

v

7

.

plate must be re-
=cved from tha old C/P and inatalled on

the new ane.

Muscle the upper rebound spring and cover
into position at the upoer suspension
meaber (don't forget the damper bladet),
and drop a scrwedriver through the cen-
ter pin bolt hole to hold the spring in
position.

Lubricate the spindle bushinzg area and

C/P with chassis grease prior to assemdly
and perform a routine chassis ludrication
when the job la completed,

Slide the center pin up through the lower
rebound spring, spindle, upper rebound
spring, and cover. Place the jack under
the center pin nut at the bottem,

Work the center pin
using the !ack. “atch out for the spindle
hanzing up on the cover (inside the upper
rebound spring).

You will probably find that the Jack will
not force the center pin comzletely {n as
the jack will 1ift the whole cart The re-
talning plate can usually be drawn hoxe
by wusing long bolts. These will have to
be replaced after the top is secure.
Remember this when placing the jack so a
bolt can be i{nserted into the holes,

NOTE: We have installed an eye bolt in
the gZarage flour. The cross-axle can now
Ye chalned down so that it will not lirt.
The assembly can now be jacked right hone,
This 1{s a must {f the engine {s out of
the car while doing suspension work,

Install the center pin bolt from the top
into the center pin. Use a small mirror
and flashlight to center the pin under
the hole. This can be difficult! When the
center pin Is under the hole, thread the
bolt home, and this Completes the assem-
bly process.

NOTE: Do not try to thread the center pin
bolt into the center pin by “feel:. If
you miss and cross thread the bolt,
will ruin both the center pin and the
bolt. Por the game reason, DO NOT use the
center pin bolt to jack home the assembly

into the suspension

you

TYPICAL SAFETY wiRe
INSTALLATION(WIRE

NEGHTENS  IF BolT UNWINDS) |

9.
10.

11.
12.

The hub, If removed, can now be Ins" "“le4
[f you have tapered roller bearings, a.
Just for minimum play (tighten the spin-

dle nut to 20 ft-1bs, then back off one
flat).

install the 3teering track rod If removed
Install the caliper when the hub ls cn

(Disk brakes only). Be sure to safety
wire the bolts properly (see sketch).

Install the one shot oil pipes.
Ad just Orum brakes.

Clon nut
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CROSS-AXLE STAY ADJUSTMENT

The

purpose of the cross-axle stays {s to

triangulate the cross-axle beams into a rigid

structure,
bunp and
ad justed

Too
Too
an

before

and thus prevent flexing during
rebound. The cross-axle stays are
80 that they are always in tension.
little tension and the front will sag.
mush tension may snap the stay. Tension
the cross-axle etays should be ad justed
Raving the front end aligned, and

checked after alignment.

1.

w

Place the car on jack stands as shown.
The weight of the car should be supported
by the two inner stands. The outer stands
could be distance measuring blocks.

Jack on the outer end of one side SLOWLY.
The cross-axle should 1lift simultaneously
from both the inner and outer stands (see
sketch).

If the cross-axle
stand first,
loose. Care
the car too

lifts from the outer

the cross-axle stay {s too
should be taken not to jack
far off of the stands. 1/2"
to 1" should be sufficient. If the outer
end is more than 1/4" off of the stand
and the inner end has not lifted yet, the
stay is NUCH too loose.

Tighten the cross-axle atay until the
crose-axle 1lifte off of both stands sim-
ultaneously. The cross-axle is now prop-
erly tensioned. No advantage is to be had

by signicantly increasing the tension.

Repeat the above steps for the other sids

20-
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1.

5

6.

SAFETY COMMENTS

During assesbly assure that the hube have
not been reversed, ok at each knock-off
and make sure it threads in the same dir-
ection as the rear wheel on the same side
If you have removed the hubs, and install
thea in the reversed direction (threads
going the wrong way), you will loose a
wheel. It is no fun---so check!

Check every nut and bolt again after you
have put about 100 miles on the car. Also -
check for wheel bearing play and take-up .,
Af required.

Have the alignaent checked after bushing
replaceaent.

When working on the front suspension, the
cross-axle must be seated on Jack-stands
or their equal. dont work on the car with
it resting on the MORGAN Jack,

Kake sure the caliper securing bolts have
been safety wired such that the wire will
tend to tighten the boltc (see sketch),

Be sure to bleed the brakes {f the pipes
have been disconnected (drum brakes),
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ADJUSTING HEADLAMPS

Ad Justi the headlamps on your MORGAN is a
relatively simple task. A1l yYou need {s o
screwdriver and a wall to shine the lights on.

Park the car about three feet from your garage
door (or other wall) with the lights on low
beam. You may need to do this at dusk or even
in the dark to tell exactly where the light {s-
shining on the wall.

Mark the outline of the bean shining on the
wall with a pencil and then move the car back
25 feet from the wall. The top of the low bean
should be no higher than the top of the circle
on the door, and no lower than the center of
the circle.

If the beam shines outside the circle, use the
screwdriver to turn the adjustment screws on
either side and above the headlamp housing.
Turning the screws will Cause the beam to move
left to right, or up and down on the wall, A
little e erimenting will show you how to adj-
ust the ;&nu to fit the marks on the wall,

Once the low beams are adjusted, the high
beams should be in the right spot also.

If you install halogen headlamps, you will
find that the highly concentrated, white beax
does an excellent Job of {lluminating the road
at night. However, halogen lights must be adj-
usted more precisely, because the beam i¥ more
concentrated and there is less wmargin for
error.
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FROM THE COMMENTS BELOW, LT APPEARS THAT THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CLUB HAS
CAUGHT US PILFERING THEIR MOG MART LISTINGS EACH MONTH. BUT, OF COURSE, I'M
SURE THEY ARE GRATEFUL FOR OUR EXPOSING THEIR CLUB TO OUR "OUALITY' READERS.

(/Vlog ma’zt"a liat of adoptable Mongans

Mog Mart is published only as a service for cur Morgan +4 Club members.
Information shall be printed for three months, unless requested otherwise.
This is HOT a paid advertisement, and we do not knowingly accept listings
from dealers. The FORMAT and/or the MORGAN +4 CLUB accepts no responsi-
bility for the accuracy of the information contained in Mog Mart.

TEAR  mOOEL rrice DESCRIPTION PHONE STATE
1933 Jar s *10, 130 Vide treck, Freeh engline(312) 234-33%8 I
* 1934 KK Faeily @ 9,300 Reatored (8161 931-7201 no
1937 a4 ¢ 8,300 Older Restoration 16191 293-2013 cA
. 1937 44 #16,000 Red/Tan. Restored €8161 931-7201 no
1933  4PASS 12,300 A fine ersaple (80¢) 240-TC37 A
. + 1933 OWC #12,300 TR4 engtne. €31-8110 T
> 1933 Plue ¢ #12,000 Strefght & Sound x5
S 1933 Plue 4 €13,3%00 Older restorstion va
“ 2z s 1935 d4rass SADDADS (213) A27-8663 CA
%, C, 5 1936  4PASS Linde Ravlinge (2131 831-3308 ca
é p: 1936 Plue 4 Reatored: Red/8lack (8181 333-3671 cA
& . 193 Plue 4 Seat in clews KOG XYI  (804) 320-0360 A
’k\ 1936 Plue ¢ Rewtored (2061 237-8463 va
§ 1937 4s4 Orive snywhere (714) 889-3143 cA
1938 4/4 52 ¥ire vheels, Lov stleage(41d) 362-9084 A
1938  4rass Yery nice car (6191 466-8439 cA
1938 4rass XLKT (3131 397-6863 "y
1938 DKC Restored 1961 €313) 673-2734 xr
1938 Ples 4 Offer Front end desage (412) I67-0626 rA
1959 4/4 12,300 Rune good (203) 377-6746 cr
1960- 4rass ® 7,200 Wooe (818) 993-8164 ca
1960 4rass wr. Concoure Vinner €(303) 772-3729 co
1960 oMC #14,000 RHD. Rewtored €619) 349-7151 ca
. 1960 Plue 4 410,800 Lavrence Tune engine (214) 438-0703 (EYE) AZ
1961 4/4 NP, mMO. <(213) 922-7288 ~ PA
. 1961 4/4 $10,300 Royel wound aretes (214) 438-0703 (EVE) AZ
1961  4Pass 014,300 Blve/Blue. Xlat (2131 €34-2800 (DAY) CA
1961 DHC ® 3,000 Requires Asevsbly (714) 6€835-9634 (EVE) CA
1961  DHC €10,000 KNewly rebuilt engine (714) 626-0646 ca
1961 Plue 4 ®12,300 SLE/BLK NIKT €213) 434-2600 ca
o 1962 4/4 910,800 Newds Nothing €307) 234-1574 vy
te= . 1962 Plue 4 14,300 W¥ire Wheele €(408) 649-8973 ca
(ot 1963 + 4 o #17,000 XLNT, Ehow Car (T17) 3I4-7767 (Eva) PA
ib‘ “b 1963 DwC wr. Yery nioce comditiod” (312) €92-3243 I
& ",{o 1963 Plue ¢ #13,800 Bleck/red interior (619) 293-4070 CcA
ge Tﬂﬂ‘ 1964 « 4 « $19,000 Kew Restorstion (214) 867-1122 ™
(V1) gole 1964 4 Pase ® 9,000 Xint rusning conditfon (301) 743-2023 e
S ¢ At “‘,t’ 1964 Plue « € 9,300 RHD. Kice (619) 349-7151 CA
50" o bt o‘t 1964 Plue 4 910,300 RKO. OQUICK SALE (2131 827-8663 cA
us ‘q,t‘ § 1963 11 ® 9,300 Yellow/Black int. (203) 821-8900 AL
'] o Lo - 1963 Plue 4 €12,000 8ig Englne (213) 438-1619 ca
o3 be C’b( 4 . 912,300 Originel 816) 931-7201 no
» o < 13,300 Exc Condition €(914) 343-9188 (Evel WY
#13,900 1600 GT (203) 377-6746 cr
16,000 Nerbon/Bleck leather (7031 771-6300 YA
¥.P.  Xefesion out but incld. (714) 646-3736 cA
| 910,300 White/Sleck. (214) €31-8110 ™
€12, 140 MNeaderw, Cowp cam, €312) 234-3338 i
€13,300 Ruety Chaseie €703 243-1846 va
013,300 Wire Wheels €303) €31-3774 co
#135.000 Frame wp restorstion (818) 882-3237 (EVE) CA
#10,300 Yery good condition €313) 644-6021 (EVE! WI
917,800 RESTORED (3141 733-2447 CAR
€13,300 Exowllent (703) 243-1846 YA
€14,300 RHD. One ovner (303 939-8237 co
26,000 Totelly Restored (8041 486-7737 va
17,000 40,000 Nilew (4191 874-0880 oM
W.P. 13K Nilee, Original (313) e84-4347 n
#18,300 24K Originel wiles (2031 339-3216 AL
#18,000 Restored? (3021 936-3871 Xy
30,000 All Alloy Body €212) 912-2330
924,300 Iemaculete (3141 421-3100 "o

HE PRICE

LAST REMINDER:
¢:p ITS $15.00
a real var€% Ly qyTS TIME.

‘pORGOT T DONT SAY WE DIDNT WARN YOU,

DUES ARE DUE: n AND YES PETER PFAHL YOU DID
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